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PREFACE 


This collection of prayers for daily 
use has been gathered from many 
sources, ancient and modern. It has 
historical interest, and the literary 
quality has been carefully considered, 
but the primary object is to nourish 
the spiritual life. As the design is to 
provide a brief selection for every day, 
in many cases a portion only of a long 
prayer is given, or it is condensed by 
omission, but alterations have been made 
as sparingly as possible. 

Fourteen centuries of prayer, aspi- 
ration, and praise unite here in one 
harmony of devotion. A large number 
of these prayers date from the fifth 
and sixth centuries, taken from the 
Leonine, Gelasian, and Gregorian Sacra- 
mentaries, from which the collects in 
the Book of Common Prayer are in 
great measure derived. The earnest 
and impassioned prayers of St. Augus- 


Preface ix 


tine belong to the same period. Many 
of the prayers attributed to him, how- 
ever, are of later origin and doubtful 
authorship, some of them, probably, 
being by St. Anselm and St. Bernard. 
There are some striking and fervent 
collects from tne Mozarabic Sacra- 
mentary, which was in use in Spain 
before A.D. 700. In the Middle Ages, 
St. Anselm, Thomas a Kempis, and 
others contribute devout prayers, and 
the age of the Reformation in England 
and Germany is very rich in devotional 
treasures. In the succeeding centuries, 
Bishop Andrewes, Jeremy ‘Taylor, 
Bishop Wilson, Doctor Johnson, and 
many others continue the golden chain 
down to the present century. The 
_ names of Christina G. Rossetti, George 
Dawson, Rowland Williams, and E. B. 
Pusey are enough to show that the spirit 
of prayer still burns with a steady 
flame. 

I acknowledge, with gratitude, my 
indebtedness to “Ancient Collects”’, 
by Rev. William Bright; “Annus 
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Domini”’ and ‘‘The Face of the Deep”’, 
by Miss Rossetti; “Prayers”’, by Rev. 
George Dawson; “Private Prayers’, 
by Rev. E. B. Pusey; ‘Psalms and 
Litanies”, by Rev. Rowland Williams; 
“Home Prayers”, by Rev. James Mar- 
tineau; “Prayers”, by Rev. Rufus 
Ellis, and others too numerous to 
mention. I am indebted to Rev. J. R. 
Miller for a prayer contributed by him 
to this book. I must also express my 
thanks to the publishers who have 
kindly given me permission to use 
copyrighted material; and to Mr. 
Charles Baxter for the prayers by Robert 
Louis Stevenson. 


MARY WILDER TILESTON 


1897 


PREFACE TO THE REVISED 
EDITION 


During the years which have elapsed 
since the publication of my collection, 
“Prayers Ancient and Modern’’, in 
1897, I have found a number of prayers 
which I wanted to add to my book. 
Most of them had not been published 
when I made my collection. I have 
made room for them by omitting about 
one quarter of the original material. 


MARY WILDER TILESTON 


JuLy 5, 1928 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 


UR Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
— Amen. 


January the First ] 
TERNAL God, who makest all 


things new, and abidest for ever 
the same, grant us to commence this 
year in Thy faith, and to continue it in 
Thy favor, that, being guided in all our 
doings, and guarded all our days, we 
may spend our lives in Thy service, 
and finally, by Thy grace, attain the 
glory of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. — Amen. 


DIVINE SERVICE 


ay 


THOU, who art ever the same, 

grant us so to pass through the 
coming year with faithful hearts, that 
we may be able in all things to please 
Thy loving eyes — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


2 January the Second 


LORD our God, under the shadow 

of Thy wings let us hope. Thou 
wilt support us, both when little, and 
even to gray hairs. When our strength 
is of Thee, it is strength; but, when 
our own, it is feebleness. We return 
unto Thee, O Lord, that from their 
weariness our souls may rise towards 
Thee, leaning on the things which Thou 
hast created, and passing on to Thyself, 
who hast wonderfully made them; for 
with Thee is refreshment and true 
strength — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE 


is 


GOD, who hast taught us to trust 

in Thee as our loving Father, 
open our hearts to share that most dar- 
ing faith which Thou hast revealed to 
Thy servants in all ages, till the little- 
ness of our knowledge is lost in the 
greatness of Thy love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


January the Third 3 
LMIGHTY God, have mercy upon 


us, who, when troubled with the 
things that are past, lose faith, and life, 
and hope. So have mercy upon us, 
and uphold us, that we, being sustained 
by a true faith that Thou art merciful 
and forgiving, may go on in the life of 
the future to keep Thy commandments, 
to rejoice in Thy bounty, to trust in Thy 
mercy, and to hope in the eternal life. 
Grant unto all of us, whatsoever may 
betide us, to remember ever that it is 
all of Thy guidance, under Thy care, 
by Thy will; that so, in darkest days, 
beholding Thee we may have courage 
to go on, faith to endure, patience to 
bear, and hopefulness to hold out, even 
unto the end — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


4 January the Fourth 
E beseech Thee, Lord, to behold 


us with favor, folk of many 
families and nations gathered together 
in the peace of this roof, weak men 
and women subsisting under the covert 
of Thy patience. Be patient still; 
suffer us yet a while longer — with our 
broken purposes of good, with our 
idle endeavors against evil, suffer us 
a while longer to endure and (if it may 
be) help us to do better. Bless to us 
our extraordinary mercies; if the day 
come when these must be taken, brace 
us to play the man under affliction. 
Be with our friends, be with ourselves. 
Go with each of us to rest; if any 
awake, temper to them the dark hours of 
watching; and when the day returns, 
return to us, our sun and comforter, 
and call us up with morning faces and 
with morning hearts—eager to labor 
—eager to be happy, if happiness shall 
be our portion—and, if the day be 
marked for sorrow, strong to endure 
it — Amen. 


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 


January the Fifth 5 
O GOD, the Enlightener of men, 


who of all graces givest the most 
abundant blessing upon heavenly love; 
we beseech Thee to cleanse us from 
selfishness, and grant us, for Thy love, 
so to love our brethren that we may be 
Thy children upon earth; and thereby, 
walking in Thy truth, attain to Thy 
unspeakable joy, who art the Giver of 
life to all who truly love Thee. Grant 
this prayer, O Lord — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


i 


GOD, who in Thy loving-kindness 

dost both begin and finish all 
good things; grant that as we glory in 
the beginnings of Thy grace, so we may 
rejoice in its completion; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 440 


6 January the Sixth 


E beseech Thee, O Lord, let our 

hearts be graciously enlightened 
by Thy holy radiance, that we may 
serve Thee without fear in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life; 
that so we may escape the darkness of 
this world, and by Thy guidance attain 
the land of eternal brightness; through 
Thy mercy, O blessed Lord, Who dost 
live and govern all things, world without 
end — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


ik 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 

the Brightness of faithful souls, 

fill the world with Thy glory, we pray 

Thee, and show Thyself, by the radi- 

ance of Thy light, to all the nations of 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord — Amen. 


GREGORIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. $90 


January the Seventh 7 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
grant that our wills be ‘ever 
meekly subject to Thy will, and our 


hearts be ever honestly ready to serve 
Thee — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


i 


LORD, grant that my heart may 

be truly cleansed and filled with 
Thy Holy Spirit, and that I may arise to 
serve Thee, and lie down to sleep in en- 
tire confidence in Thee, and submission 
to Thy will, ready for life or for death. 
Let me live for the day, not overcharged 
with worldly cares, but feeling that my 
treasure is not here, and desiring truly 
to be joined to Thee in Thy heavenly 
kingdom, and to those who are already 
gone to Thee. O Lord, save me from 
sin, and guide me with Thy Spirit, and 
keep me in faithful obedience to Thee, 
through Jesus Christ Thy Son, our 
Lord — Amen. 


THOMAS ARNOLD 


8 January the Eighth 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, 

of Thy good Spirit, that quiet 
heart, and that patient lowliness to 
which Thy comforting Spirit comes; 
that we, being humble toward Thee, 
and loving toward one another, may 
have our hearts prepared for that 
peace of Thine which passeth under- 
standing; which, if we have, the storms 
of life can hurt us but little, and the cares 
of life vex us not at all; in presence of 
which death shall lose its sting, and the 
grave its terror; and we, in calm joy, 
walk all the days of our appointed time, 
until our great change shall come — 
Amen. 

GEORGE DAWSON 


i 


GOD, mercifully grant unto us 

that the fire of Thy love may 
burn up in us all things that displease 
Thee, and make us meet for Thy heav- 
enly kingdom — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


January the Ninth 9 
MOST merciful and gracious God, 


Thou Fountain of all mercy and 
blessing, Thou hast opened the hand 
of Thy mercy to fill me with blessings, 
and the sweet effects of Thy loving- 
kindness. Thou feedest us like a Shep- 
herd, Thou lovest us as a Friend, and 
thinkest on us perpetually, as a careful 
mother on her helpless babe, and art 
exceeding merciful to all that fear Thee. 
As Thou hast spread Thy hand upon 
me for a covering, so also enlarge my 
heart with thankfulness; and let Thy 
gracious favors and loving-kindness en- 
dure for ever and ever upon Thy serv- 
ant; and grant that what Thou hast 
sown in mercy may spring up in duty; 
and let Thy grace so strengthen my 
purposes that I may sin no more, but 
walk in the paths of Thy command- 
ments; that I, living here to the glory 
of Thy name, may at last enter into the 
glory of my Lord, to spend a whole 
eternity in giving praise to Thy ever- 
glorious name — Amen. 

JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


10 January the Tenth 


ET me not seek out of Thee what 
I can find only in Thee, O Lord, 
peace and rest and joy and bliss, which 
abide only in Thine abiding joy. Lift 
up my soul above the weary round 
of harassing thoughts to Thy eternal 
Presence. Lift up my soul to the pure, 
bright, serene, radiant atmosphere of 
Thy Presence, that there I may breathe 
freely, there repose in Thy love, there 
be at rest from myself, and from all 
things that weary me; and thence re- 
turn, arrayed with Thy peace, to do and 
bear what shall please Thee — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY. 


ay 


GOD, forasmuch as our strength 

is in Thee, mercifully grant that 
Thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492. B.c.P.4 


1 Book of Common Prayer. 


January the Eleventh 1] 
LMIGHTY and most merciful 


Father, in whom we live and 
move and have our being, to whose 
tender compassion we owe our safety 
in days past, together with all the com- 
forts of this present life, and the hopes 
of that which is to come; we praise 
Thee, O God, our Creator; unto 
Thee do we give thanks, O God our 
exceeding Joy, who daily pourest Thy 
benefits upon us. Grant, we beseech 
Thee, that Jesus our Lord, the Hope of 
glory, may be formed in us, in all humil- 
ity, meekness, patience, contentedness, 
and absolute surrender of our souls and 
bodies to Thy holy will and pleasure. 
Leave us not, nor forsake us, O Father, 
but conduct us safe through all changes 
of our condition here, in an unchangeable 
love to Thee, and in holy tranquillity of 
mind in Thy love to us, till we come to 
dwell with Thee, and rejoice in Thee 
for ever — Amen. 


SIMON PATRICK (1626-1707) 


12 January the Twelfth 


GOD, I know not what a day may 

bring forth. In perfect confidence 
I would place my hand in Thine and 
follow Thee this day, whether Thou 
leadest me to joy or sorrow, pleasure or 
pain, success or failure. I know not 
what is good for me. Thou knowest. 
My deepest desire is to love what Thou 
lovest, and will what Thou willest. 
Hear my prayer for Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer’s sake — Amen. 


SAMUEL McCOMB 


ie 


NTO Thy hands, O God, we commend 
ourselves, and all who are dear to us, 
this day. Let the gift of Thy special 
presence be with us even to its close. 
Grant us never to lose sight of Thee 
all the day long, but to worship, and 
pray to Thee, that at eventide we may 
again give thanks unto Thee, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 494 


January the Thirteenth 13 
LMIGHTY and merciful God, the 


Fountain of all Goodness, who 
knowest the thoughts of our hearts, we 
confess unto Thee that we have sinned 
against Thee, and done evil in Thy 
sight. Wash us, we beseech Thee, 
from the stains of our past sins, and 
give us grace and power to put away 
all hurtful things; so that, being deliv- 
ered from the bondage of sin, we may 
bring forth worthy fruits of repentance. 

O eternal Light, shine into our hearts. 
O eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil. 
O eternal Power, be Thou our support. 
Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness 
of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, have 
mercy upon us. Grant unto us that 
with all our hearts, and minds, and 
strength, we may evermore seek Thy 
face; and finally bring us, in Thine 
infinite mercy, to Thy holy presence. 
So strengthen our weakness that, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Thy blessed Son, 
we may obtain Thy mercy, and enter 
into Thy promised joy — Amen. 


ALCUIN, A.D. 780 


14 January the Fourteenth 


RANT me, O most loving Lord, 
to rest in Thee above all creatures, 
above all health and beauty, above all 
glory and honor, above all power and 
dignity, above all knowledge and sub- 
tilty, above all riches and art, above all 
fame and praise, above all sweetness and 
comfort, above all hope and promise, 
above all gifts and favors that Thou 
canst give and impart to us, above all 
jubilee that the mind of man can receive 
and feel; finally, above angels and arch- 
angels, and above all the heavenly host, 
above all things visible and invisible, 
and above all that Thou art not, O my 
God. It is too small and unsatisfying, 
whatsoever Thou bestowest on me apart 
from Thee, or revealest to me, or prom- 
isest, whilst Thou art not seen, and not 
fully obtained. For surely my heart 
cannot truly rest, nor be entirely con- 
tented, unless it rest in thee — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


January the Fifteenth 15 


GOD, by whom the meek are 

guided in judgment, and light 
riseth up in darkness for the godly; 
grant us, in all our doubts and uncer- 
tainties, the grace to ask what Thou 
wouldest have us to do; that the Spirit 
of wisdom may save us from all false 
choices, and that in Thy light we may 
see light, and in Thy straight path may 
not stumble, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM BRIGHT 


2 


OVERN all by Thy wisdom, O 
Lord, so that my soul may always 
be serving Thee as Thou dost will, and 
not asI may choose. Do not punish me, 
I beseech Thee, by granting that which 
I wish or ask, if it offend Thy love, which 
would always live in me. Let me die to 
myself, that so I may serve Thee: let 
me live to Thee, who in Thyself art the 
true Life — Amen. 


ST. THERESA (1515-1583) 


16 January the Sixteenth 


LORD, my God, Fountain of all 

true and holy love; who hast made 
me, and preserved me, that I might love 
Thee; give to Thy servant such a love, 
that whatsoever in Thy service may 
happen contrary to flesh and blood, I 
may not feel it; that humility may be 
my sanctuary, and Thy service the joy of 
my soul, and death itself the entrance 
of an eternal life, when I may live with 
Thee, my Strength and my Refuge, my 
God and everlasting Hope — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


ks 


LORD, who callest Thine own 
sheep by name, grant, we entreat 
Thee, that all whom Thou callest by the 
voice of conscience may straightway 
arise to do Thy most compassionate will, 
or abide patiently to suffer it — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


january the Seventeenth 17 


GOD, Thou art Life, Wisdom, 

Truth, Bounty, and Blessedness, 
the Eternal, the only true Good! My 
God and my Lord, Thou art my hope 
and my heart’s joy. I confess, with 
thanksgiving, that Thou hast made me 
in Thine image, that I may direct all my 
thoughts to Thee, and love Thee. Lord, 
make me to know Thee aright, that I 
may more and more love, and enjoy, 
and possess Thee. And since, in the 
life here below, I cannot fully attain 
this blessedness, let it at least grow in 
me day by day, until it all be fulfilled at 
last in the life to come. Here be the 
knowledge of Thee increased, and there 
let it be perfected. Here let my love to 
Thee grow, and there let it ripen; that 
my joy being here great in hope, may 
there in fruition be made perfect — 
Amen. 


ST. ANSELM (1033-1109) 


{8 January the Eighteenth 


ORD, without Thee I can do 
nothing; with Thee I can do all. 
Help me by Thy grace, that I fall not; 
help me by Thy strength to resist might- 
ily the very first beginnings of evil, 
before it takes hold of me; help me to 
cast myself at once at Thy sacred feet, 
and lie still there, until the storm be 
overpast; and, if I lose sight of Thee, 
bring me back quickly to Thee, and 
grant me to love Thee better, for Thy 
tender mercy’s sake — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


ay 


RANT unto us, we beseech Thee, O 

Almighty God, that we, who seek 

the shelter of Thy protection, being de- 

fended from all evils, may serve Thee in 

peace and quietness of spirit, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


January the Nineteenth 19 


O GOD, the Father of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, whose name is great, 
whose nature is blissful, whose goodness 
is inexhaustible, God and Ruler of all 
things, who art blessed for ever; before 
whom stand thousands and thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand, 
the hosts of holy angels and archangels; 
sanctify, O Lord, our souls and bodies 
and spirits, search our consciences, and 
cast out of us every evil thought, every 
base desire, all envy and pride, all wrath 
and anger, more especially the remem- 
brance of injuries, and all that is contrary 
to Thy holy will. And grant us, O Lord, 
Lover of men, with a pure heart and con- 
trite soul, to call upon Thee, our holy 
God and Father who art in heaven — 
Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. JAMES, 2nd Century 


20 January the Twentieth 
GOD and Father of us all, breathe 


upon us now Thy hallowed calm; 
lift the burden from our hearts, soothe 
the anxieties of our minds, and send 
peace into our souls. Forgive the dis- 
order, the fever, the vain purpose of our 
lives. Help us now to stand awhile in 
the shelter of Thy shadowing wings, 
and to be still; to look out again upon 
life with new vision, that we may under- 
stand; to wait for the revelation of Thy 
will that shall make us calm and strong. 
—Alfien. 


W. E. ORCHARD 


i 


H, Lord our God, if Thou art so 

lovely in Thy creatures, how ex- 
ceeding beautiful and ravishing Thou 
must be in Thyself !— Amen. 


BLESSED HENRY SUSO 


January the Twenty-first 2] 


MOST merciful Lord, grant to 

me Thy grace, that it may be with 
me, and labor with me, and persevere 
with me even to the end. Grant that 
I may always desire and will that which 
is to Thee most acceptable, and most 
dear. Let Thy will be mine, and my 
will ever follow Thine, and agree per- 
fectly with it. Grant to me, above all 
things that can be desired, to rest in 
Thee, and in Thee to have my heart at 
peace. Thou art the true peace of the 
heart, Thou its only rest; out of Thee 
all things are hard and restless. In this 
very peace, that is, in Thee, the one 
Chiefest Eternal Good, I will sleep and 
rest —s Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


22 January the Twenty-second 


GOD, with Whom is the well of 

life, and in Whose light we see 
light; increase in us, we beseech Thee, 
the brightness of Divine knowledge, 
whereby we may be able to reach Thy 
plenteous fountain ; impart to our thirst- 
ing souls the draught of life, and restore 
to our darkened minds the light from 
heaven — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE ‘700 A.D. 


oy 


LMIGHTY God, our heavenly 
Father, without Whose help labor 
is useless, without Whose light search is 
vain, invigorate my studies, and direct 
my inquiries, that I may, by due diligence 
and right discernment, establish myself 
and others in Thy holy faith. Take 
not, O Lord, Thy Holy Spirit from me; 
let not evil thoughts have dominion in 
my mind. Let me not linger in igno- 
rance, but enlighten and support me, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON 


January the Twenty-third 23 
LORD, Thou Lover of souls, open 


our eyes to see Thy love for us. 
Grant that we may face all difficult and 
lonely places in our lives, strong in the 
knowledge of that love. May the divine 
fire of Thy understanding, inspiring, 
unweariable love enkindle our hearts, 
till every detail of our daily lives shall 
be so warmed and gladdened thereby 
that it may become the work of our lives 
to obey Thee, and the joy of our souls 
to please Thee — Amen. 

L. H. M. SOULSBY 


ih 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, 
knowledge of Thy will, and obedi- 
ence thereunto, that we, being guided in 
our lives and governed in our thoughts 
by Thee, may be in harmony with all 
Thy word and work. Thus may Thy 
peace that passeth all understanding 
keep our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus our Lord — Amen. 


24 January the Twenty-fourth 


RANT, O heavenly Father, that 
we may so faithfully believe in 
Thee, and so fervently love one another, 
always living in Thy fear, and in the 
obedience of Thy holy law and blessed 
will, that we, being fruitful in all good 
works, may lead our life according to 
Thy good pleasure in this transitory 
world, and, after this frail and short 
life, obtain the true and immortal life, 
where Thou livest and reignest, world 
without end — Amen. 


THOMAS BECON (IS5II-1570) 


vy 


AKE us, O Lord, to flourish like 

pure lilies in the courts of Thine 

house, and to show forth to the faithful 

the fragrance of good works, and the ex- 

ample of a godly life, through Thy 
mercy and grace — Amen. 


MOZARABIC SACRAMENTARY, 
BEFORE 700 A.D. 


January the Twenty-fifth 25 


ATHER, 
We trust Thee, we trust Thee. 


In Thy care, in the grasp of Thy love, 
All is safe, all is utterly safe. 


Our souls shall commit unto Thee 

That which is dearer by far than our life, 
With certainty, unflinching, absolute, 
That in Thy Home, 

With Thee, 

To Thine own children, 

Never, through all eternity, 

Can harm befall — Amen. 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


+ 


E remember all those once known 

to us on the earth, who have 
passed into the light of Thy presence. 
Continue Thy mercy and loving-kind- 
ness unto them, we beseech Thee, for 
evermore; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


7 


26 January the Twenty-sixth 


GOD, perfect us in love, that we 

may conquer all selfishness and 
hatred of others; fill our hearts with 
Thy joy, and shed abroad in them Thy 
peace which passeth understanding; 
that so those murmurings and disput- 
ings to which we are too prone may 
be overcome. Make us long-suffering 
and gentle, and thus subdue our hasti- 
ness and angry tempers, and grant that 
we may bring forth the blessed fruits of 
the Spirit, to Thy praise and glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


HENRY ALFORD 


i 


GLORIOUS and Almighty God, in 

Whom all the spirits of the blessed 
place the confidence of their hope; grant 
to us that, by Thy help, we may be able 
ever to serve Thee with a pure mind, 
through Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM. BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


January the Twenty-seventh 27 


MERCIFUL Lord God, heavenly 

Father, I render most high laud, 
praise, and thanks unto Thee, that Thou 
hast preserved me both this night, and 
all the times and days of my life hitherto, 
under Thy protection; and hast suffered 
me to live until this present hour. And 
I beseech Thee heartily that Thou wilt 
vouchsafe to receive me this day, and the 
residue of my whole life, from henceforth 
into Thy good keeping; ruling and gov- 
erning me with Thy Holy Spirit, that 
all manner of darkness and evil may 
be utterly chased and driven out of 
my heart; and that I may walk in the 
light of Thy truth, to Thy glory and 
praise, and to the help and furtherance 
of my neighbor, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour — Amen. 


HENRY VIII’S PRIMER, 1545 


28 January the Twenty-eighth 
LMIGHTY God, our Light in 


darkness, our Strength in weak- 
ness, our Hope in sinfulness, and our 
Eternal Home, be unto us merciful, 
long-suffering, and patient; that we, 
who be slow of growth, may hope to 
come at last to Thy likeness; and, 
being upheld by Thee, may by Thy 
mercy go from strength to strength, 
until, through the waste and dreariness, 
through the joy and duty of this earthly 
life having safely passed, we through 
the fulness of Thy mercy may come into 
the land of the eternal peace — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


2 


RANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty 

God, unto us who know that we are 

weak, and who trust in Thee because we 

know that Thou art strong, the glad- 

some help of Thy loving-kindness, both 

here in time and hereafter in eternity — 
Amen. 

ROMAN BREVIARY 


January the Twenty-ninth 29 


ORD, I know not what I ought 

to ask of Thee; Thou only know- 
est what I need; Thou lovest me better 
than I know how to love myself. O 
Father! give to Thy child that which 
he himself knows not how to ask. I 
dare not ask either for crosses or conso- 
lations; I simply present myself before 
Thee, I open my heart to Thee. Behold 
my needs which I know not myself; 
see and do according to Thy tender 
mercy. Smite, or heal; depress me, 
or raise me up; I adore all Thy pur- 
poses without knowing them; I am 
silent; I offer myself in sacrifice; I 
yield myself to Thee; I would have no 
other desire than to accomplish Thy 
will. Teach me to pray. Pray Thy- 
self in me — Amen. 


FRANCOIS DE LA MOTHE FENELON 


30 January the Thirtieth 


LL-SEEING Light, and Eternal 
Life of all things, look upon my 
misery with Thine eye of mercy, and let 
Thine infinite power vouchsafe to limit 
out some portion of deliverance unto 
me, as unto Thee shall seem most con- 
venient. But yet, O my God, I yield 
unto Thy will, and joyfully embrace 
what sorrow Thou wilt have me suffer. 
Only thus much let me crave of Thee 
(let my craving, O Lord, be accepted of 
Thee, since even that proceeds from 
Thee) —let me crave even by the 
noblest title which, in my greatest afflic- 
tion, I may give myself, that I am Thy 
creature, and by Thy goodness (which 
is Thyself), that Thou wilt suffer some 
beam of Thy Majesty so to shine into 
my mind, that it may still depend con- 
fidently on Thee — Amen. 


SIR PHILIP SIDNEY 


January the Thirty-first 3] 
LMIGHTY God, whose light is of 


Eternity and knoweth no setting, 
shine forth and be our safeguard through 
the night; and though the earth be 
wrapped in darkness and the heavens 
be veiled from our sight, let Thy bright- 
ness be about our beds, and Thy peace 
within our souls, and Thy Fatherly 
blessing upon our sleep this night 


— Amen. 
FAMILY PRAYER 


oy 


LORD God, the Life of mortals, 

the Light of the faithful, the 
Strength of those who labor, the Repose 
of the dead, grant us a tranquil night, 
free from all disturbances; that, after an 
interval of quiet sleep, we may, by Thy 
bounty, at the return of light be endued 
with activity from the Holy Spirit, and 
enabled in security to render thanks 
to Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 

MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


32 February the First 
ORGIVE me my sins, O Lord, 


forgive me the sins of my youth 
and the sins of mine age, the sins of my 
soul, and the sins of my body, my secret 
and my whispering sins, my presump- 
tuous and my crying sins, the sins that 
I have done to please myself, and the 
sins that I have done to please others. 
Forgive me those sins which I know, and 
those sins which I know not; forgive 
them, O Lord, forgive them all of Thy 
great goodness — Amen. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 1560 


ey 


GOD, let the sighing of the prisoner 

come before Thee, and mercifully 
grant unto us that we may be delivered 
by Thine almighty power from all bonds 
and chains of sin whether in our bodies 
or in our souls, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


February the Second 33 


GOD our heavenly Father, renew 

in us the sense of Thy gracious 
Presence, and let it be a constant im- 
pulse within us to peace, trustfulness, 
and courage on our pilgrimage. Let us 
hold Thee fast with a loving and ador- 
ing heart, and let our affections be fixed 
on Thee, that so the unbroken com- 
munion of our hearts with Thee may 
accompany us whatsoever we do, 
through life and in death. Teach us 
to pray heartily; to listen for Thy 
voice within, and never to stifle its 
warnings. Behold, we bring our poor 
hearts as a sacrifice unto Thee: come 
and fill Thy sanctuary, and suffer nought 
impure to enter there. O Thou who art 
Love, let Thy Divine Spirit flow like a 
river through our whole souls, and lead 
us in the right way till we pass by a 
peaceful death into the Land of Promise 
— Amen. 


GERHARD TERSTEEGEN 


34 February the Third 


LORD, Thou knowest what is best 

for us; let this or that be done, as 
Thou shalt please. Give what Thou 
wilt, and how much Thou wilt, and 
when Thou wilt. Deal with me as 
Thou thinkest good, and as best pleas- 
eth Thee. Set me where Thou wilt, 
and deal with me in all things just as 
Thou wilt. Behold, I am Thy servant, 
prepared for all things; for I desire not 
to live unto myself, but unto Thee; 
and Oh, that I could do it worthily and 
perfectly !— Amen. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS 


v. 


i 


() LORD who hearest prayer, give 
ear unto our petitions; that we 
who, taken captive by our sins, are as it 
were withered like grass, may be de- 
livered by Thy divine mercy — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


February the Fourth 35 
LMIGHTY God, who hast planted 


in us a desire to be freed from the 
bondage of things seen and temporal, 
grant that we may be increasingly 
delivered from their yoke; and, that we 
may be truly and always free, reveal unto 
us the power of those things which are 
not seen and are eternal. We would 
walk through this world cheerfully and 
hopefully, seeking evermore to serve 
Thee with faithful hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


a 


THOU Eternal, evermore fill us 

with that pity for others’ troubles 
which comes from forgetfulness of our 
own; and the glad hope of the children 
of eternity. And unto Thee, the Begin- 
ning and the End, Lord of the living, 
Refuge of the dying, be thanks and 
praise for ever !— Amen. 


JAMES MARTINEAU 


36 February the Fifth 


LORD, Who, in infinite wisdom 

and love, orderest ail things for 
Thy children, order everything this day 
for mein Thy tender pity. Thou know- 
est my weakness, who madest me; Thou 
knowest how my soul shrinks from all 
pain of soul. Lord, I know Thou wilt 
lay no greater burden on me than Thou 
canst help me to bear. Teach me to 
receive all things this day from Thee. 
Enable me to commend myself in all 
things to Thee; grant me in all things 
to please Thee; bring me through all 
things nearer unto Thee; bring me, 
day by day, nearer to Thyself, to life 
everlasting — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


ay 


ESTOW Thy light upon us, O Lord, 

so that, being rid of the darkness 

of our hearts, we may attain unto the 
true light — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


February the Sixth 37 


LORD, who hast breathed into 

me the breath of life, and endued 
me with an immortal spirit, which looks 
up unto Thee, and remembers it is 
made after Thine own image, behold 
with grace and favor the ardent desires 
which are in mine heart to recover a 
perfect likeness of Thee. Endue me 
with more contentedness in what is 
present, and less solicitude about what 
is future; with a patient mind to sub- 
mit to any loss of what I have, or to any 
disappointment of what I expect. Fill 
me, O Lord, with the knowledge of Thy 
will, in all wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing. Fill me with goodness, and 
the fruits of righteousness. And fill 
me with all joy and peace in believing 
that Thou wilt never leave me nor for- 
sake me, but make me perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle me, and be my God 
for ever and ever, my Guide even unto 
death — Amen. 


SIMON PATRICK (1626-1707) 


38 February the Seventh 
ALMIGHTY God, give to Thy 


servant a meek and gentle spirit, 
that I may be slow to anger, and easy to 
mercy and forgiveness. Give me a 
wise and constant heart, that I may 
never be moved to an intemperate anger 
for any injury that is done or offered. 
Lord, let me ever be courteous, and easy 
to be entreated; let me never fall into 
a peevish or contentious spirit, but 
follow peace with all men; offering 
forgiveness, inviting them by courtesies, 
ready to confess my own errors, apt to 
make amends, and desirous to be recon- 
ciled. Let no sickness or cross accident, 
no employment or weariness, make me 
angry or ungentle and discontented, or 
unthankful, or uneasy to them that min- 
ister to me; but in all things make me 
like unto the holy Jesus — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


February the Eighth 39 
ET free, O Lord, the souls of Thy 


servants from all restlessness and 
anxiety; give us that peace and power 
which flow from Thee, and keep us in 
all perplexities and distresses, in all 
griefs and grievances, from any fear or 
faithlessness; that so, upheld by Thy 
strength and stayed on the rock of Thy 
faithfulness, through storm and stress, 
we may abide in Thee; through Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


a 


LORD, who hast pity for all our 

weakness, put from us worry and 
all misgiving, that having done our best 
while it was day, we may, when night 
cometh, commit ourselves, our tasks, 
and all we love into Thy keeping, so 
receiving, as from Thee, the gift of 
sleep; through Jesus Christ our Saviour 
— Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


40 February the Ninth 


LORD, grant that each one who 
has to do with me to-day may be 
the happier for it. 

Let it be given me each hour to-day 
what I shall say, and grant me the wis- 
dom of a loving heart that I may say 
the right thing rightly. 

Help me to enter into the mind of 
every one who talks with me, and keep 
me alive to the feelings of each one 
present. 

Give me a quick eye for little kind- 
nesses, that I may be ready in doing 
them and gracious in receiving them. 

Give me quick perception of the feel- 
ings and needs of others, and make me 
eager-hearted in helping them.— Amen. 


L. H. M. SOULSBY 


ay 


UR Father, keep us in perfect peace 

this day, we beseech Thee, and 

grant that our minds may be stayed on 

Thee in loving trust; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


MARY WILDER TILESTON 


February the Tenth 4) 


E Thou present with me, O Lord, in 

every time and place. Let this 

be my consolation, to be cheerfully 

willing to do without all human comfort. 

And, if Thy consolation be wanting, let 

Thy will and just trial of me be unto me 
as the greatest comfort — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


oa 


LMIGHTY God, the Refuge of all 
that are distressed, grant unto us 

that, in all trouble of this our mortal life 
we may flee to the knowledge of Thy lov- 
ing kindness and tender mercy; that so, 
sheltering ourselves therein, the storms 
of life may pass over us, and not shake 
the peace of God that is within us. 
Whatsoever this life may bring us, grant 
that it may never take from us the full 
faith that Thou art our Father. Grant 
us Thy light, that we may have life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


“a 


42 February the Eleventh 


RANT me, I beseech Thee, Al- 

mighty and most merciful God, 
fervently to desire, wisely to search out, 
and perfectly to fulfil, all that is well- 
pleasing unto Thee. Order Thou my 
worldly condition to the glory of Thy 
name; and, of all that Thou requirest 
me to do, grant me the knowledge, the 
desire, and the ability, that I may so 
fulfil it as I ought, and may my path to 
Thee, I pray, be safe, straightforward, 
and perfect to the end. 

Give me, O Lord, a steadfast heart, 
which no unworthy affection may drag 
downwards; give me an unconquered 
heart, which no tribulation can wear 
out; give me an upright heart, which no 
unworthy purpose may tempt aside. 

Bestow upon me also, O Lord my God, 
understanding to know Thee, diligence 
to seek Thee, wisdom to find Thee, and 
a faithfulness that may finally embrace 
Thee — Amen. 


ST. THOMAS AQUINAS (1225-1274) 


February the Twelfth 43 
MERCIFUL God, be Thou now 


unto me a strong tower of de- 
fence, I humbly entreat Thee. Give 
me grace to await Thy leisure, and 
patiently to bear what Thou doest unto 
me; nothing doubting or mistrusting 
Thy goodness towards me; for Thou 
knowest what is good for me better 
than I do. Therefore do with me in all 
things what Thou wilt; only arm me, 
I beseech Thee, with Thine armor, that 
I may stand fast, above all things, 
taking to me the shield of faith; praying 
always that I may refer myself wholly to 
Thy will, abiding Thy pleasure, and 
comforting myself in those troubles 
which it shall please Thee to send me, 
seeing such troubles are profitable for 
me; and I am assuredly persuaded that 
all Thou doest cannot but be well; and 
unto Thee be all honor and glory — 
Amen. 


LADY JANE GREY, 1553 


4 


44 February the Thirteenth 
OVER of our souls, 


Come into these cold and empty 

hearts of ours, 

Come to fill them with light, warmth 
and love, 

With the heavenly music, 

With the sound of the eternal harmony, 

With the footfalls of the saints that re- 
joice in Thy bliss; 

Thou art Lord of all, Master of suns and 
stars, 

Yet art Thou our Belovéd, 

The Saviour of our souls from death and 
night. 


Come, our Lord, Thou Lover of our 
souls, 

Come to purify and uplift our failing 
hearts, 

Come to impart unto us the eternal joy 
of those that are in bliss with Thee. 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


February the Fourteenth 45 
HEAVENLY Father, we have 


loved Thee but not enough, we 
have sought Thee but not diligently, 
we have seen but not perceived, we 
have heard but not understood, we have 
hoped for things heavenly, but clung to 
things of earth, and our hearts have 
been far from Thee the Holy One. 
Draw them now in mercy unto Thyself, 
O God, that the time to come be not as 
the past, but that, finding, perceiving, 
understanding, and loving Thee, we 
may have rest and joy undisturbed for 


evermore — Amen. 
FAMILY PRAYER 


Prayer for our Nearest and Dearest 


GOD, fulfil every need of theirs, 
according to Thy riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. And may the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding 
guard their hearts and thoughts in 
Jesus Christ — Amen. 
CHARLES HENRY BRENT 


46 February the Fifteenth 
LORD, we beseech Thee that 


Thy people may grow ever in 
love toward Thee, their Father who 
art in heaven, and may so be schooled 
by holy works, that ever, as Thou 
dost pour Thy gifts upon them, they 
may walk before Thee in all such things 
as be well-pleasing in the sight of Thy 
Divine Majesty — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


ny 


MOST loving Father, Who willest 

us to give thanks for all things, to 
dread nothing but the loss of Thee, and 
tocast all our care on Thee who carest for 
us; preserve us from faithless fears and 
worldly anxieties, and grant that no 
clouds of this mortal life may hide from 
us the light of that love which is im- 
mortal, and which Thou hast manifested 
unto us in Thy Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 

WILLIAM BRIGHT 


February the Sixteenth 47 


GOD, the King eternal, who divid- 

est the day from the darkness, 
and turnest the shadow of death into 
the morning, drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep Thy 
law, and guide our feet into the way of 
peace; that, having done Thy will 
with cheerfulness while it was day, we 
may, when the night cometh, rejoice to 
give Thee thanks; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


<< 


GOD, who hast folded back the 
O black mantle of the night, to 
clothe us in the golden glory of the day, 
chase from our hearts all gloomy 
thoughts, and make us glad with the 
brightness of hope; that we may effec- 
tively aspire to unwon virtues, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES HENRY BRENT 


4 


48 February the Seventeenth 


RANT, Almighty God, that we may 

this day endeavor to be that which 
Thou wouldst have us to be, and to do 
that which Thou commandest, listen- 
ing to the voice of Thy Spirit within us, 
not leaving one fault unrepented of, one 
spot in our hearts uncleansed, and spar- 
ing least of all that sin with which it 
costeth us most to part; loving all men, 
doing good unto all men, loving Thee, 
and never doubting that Thou lovest us, 
and wilt make all things work together 
for good to those who trust in Thee, our 
Lord, our Father, and our God — Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


oy 


LORD, vouchsafe to look merci- 

fully upon us, and grant that we 
may choose the way of peace; so that, 
rescued from the captivity of the sins 
which have oppressed us, we may attain 
the dwellings of the heavenly Jerusalem ; 
through Jesus Christ — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


February the Eighteenth 49 


DESIRE, O God, this day most 

earnestly to please Thee; to do 
Thy will in each several thing which 
Thou shalt give me to do; to bear each 
thing which Thou shalt allow to befall 
me, contrary to my will, meekly, hum- 
bly, patiently, as a gift from Thee to 
subdue self-will in me, and to make Thy 
will wholly mine. What I do, make me 
do simply, as Thy child; let me be, 
throughout the day, as a child in his 
loving father’s presence, ever looking up 
to Thee. May I love Thee for all Thy 
love. May I thank Thee, if not in 
words, yet in my heart, for each gift of 
Thy love, for each comfort which Thou 
allowest me day by day — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


50 February the Nineteenth 


HEAVENLY Father, Who watch- 

est always over Thy faithful 
people, and mightily defendest them, so 
that they be harmless preserved, I most 
heartily thank Thee that it hath pleased 
Thy fatherly goodness to take care of 
me this night past. I most entirely 
beseech Thee, O most merciful Father, 
to show the like kindness toward me 
this day, in preserving my body and 
soul; that I may neither think, breathe, 
speak, or do anything that may be dis- 
pleasing to Thy fatherly goodness, dan- 
gerous to myself, or hurtful to my neigh- 
bor; but that all my doings may be 
agreeable to Thy most blessed will, 
which is alway good; that they may 
advance Thy glory, answer to my voca.- 
tion, and profit my neighbor, whom I 
ought to love as myself; that, when- 
soever Thou callest me hence, I may be 
found the child not of darkness but of 
light; through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


THOMAS BECON (ISII—1570) 


February the Twentieth 5] 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, 
that we, communing with one 
another and with Thee, may feel our 
hearts burn within us, until all pure, 
and just, and holy, and noble things of 
God and man may be to us lovely, and 
we may find nothing to fear but that 
which is hateful in Thine eyes, and 
nothing worth seeking but that which 
is lovely and fair therein. Let the 
divine brightness and peace possess our 
souls, so that, fearing neither life nor 
death, we may look to Thy lovingkind- 
ness and tender mercy to lift us above 
that which is low and mean within us, 
and at last to give the spirit within us the 
victory, and bring us safe through death 
into the life everlasting. Hear us of 
Thy mercy, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


52 February the Twenty-first 
THOU Good Omnipotent, Who 


so carest for every one of us, as if 
Thou caredst for him alone; and so 
for all, as if all were but one! Blessed 
is the man who loveth Thee, and _ his 
friend in Thee, and his enemy for Thee. 
For he only loses none dear to him, to 
whom all are dear in Him who cannot be 
lost. And who is that but our God, the 
God that made heaven and earth, and 
filleth them, even by filling them creating 
them. And Thy law is truth, and truth 
is Thyself. I behold how some things 
pass away that others may replace them, 
but Thou dost never depart, O God, my 
Father supremely good, Beauty of all 
things beautiful. To Thee will I intrust 
whatsoever I have received from Thee, 
so shall I lose nothing. Thou madest 
me for Thyself, and my heart is restless 
until it repose in Thee — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


February the Twenty-second 53 


ITH all my heart and soul, O 
God, I thank Thee that, in all 
the changes and chances of this mortal 
life, I can look up to Thee, and cheerfully 
resign my will to Thine. I have trusted 
Thee, O Father, with myself; my soul 
is in Thy hand, which I verily believe 
Thou wilt preserve from all evil; my 
body, and ali that belongs to it, are of 
much less value. I do therefore, with as 
great security as satisfaction, trust all I 
have to Thee. I am persuaded that 
neither tribulation, nor anguish, nor 
persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, 
nor peril, nor sword, nor death which I 
may fear, nor life which I may hope for, 
nor things present which J feel, nor things 
to come which I may apprehend, shall 
ever prevail so far over me as to make me 
not to resign my will entirely to Thee — 
Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


4 


54 February the Twenty-third 
O GOD, refresh and gladden my 


spirit; purify my heart; illumine 
my power. I lay all my affairs in Thy 
hands. Thou art my Guide and my 
Refuge. I will not be sorrowful and 
grieved any more. I will be a happy, 
joyful being. I will not be over-anxious 
any more. I will not let trouble harass 
me any longer. I will not dwell on the 
unpleasant things of my life. O God, 
Thou art kinder to me than I am to 
myself. I dedicate myself to Thee, 
O Lord — Amen. 


ABDUL BAHA 


sy 


ORD, make us to resemble even here 

the heavenly kingdom, through 
mutual love, where all hatred is quite 
banished, and all is full of love, and, 
consequently, full of joy and gladness — 


LUDOVICUS VIVES 


February the Twenty-fourth 55 


LORD our God, teach us, we be- 

seech Thee, to ask Thee aright 
for the right blessings. Steer Thou the 
vessel of our life toward Thyself, Thou 
tranquil Haven of all storm-tossed souls. 
Show us the course wherein we should 
go. Renew a willing spirit within 
us. Let Thy Spirit curb our wayward 
senses, and guide and enable us unto 
that which is our true good, to keep Thy 
laws, and in all our works evermore to 
rejoice in Thy glorious and gladdening 
Presence. For Thine is the glory and 
praise from all Thy saints for ever and 
ever — Amen. 


ST. BASIL, A.D. 379 


i 


LORD, our Refuge from the storm, 

hide us, we entreat Thee, in Thine 
own Presence from the provoking of all 
men. By Thy holy love and fear, keep 
us from sins of temper and of the tongue 
-— Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


56 February the Twenty-fifth 


AY we lift our hearts to Thee this 
day in great thankfulness, hum- 
bly acknowledging Thy mercy and Thy 
truth, Thy large and tender providence, 
Thy nearness to us at all times, 
Thy Spirit of Wisdom and Might and 
Peace, the works and the joys and the 
discipline of earth which Thou dost 
appoint, the promises that lay hold of 
things to come. O Father of our dear 
Lord and Saviour, coming to us in Him 
and in His, Creator of these dying bodies, 
Life and Light of these undying souls, 
Thy gifts are newupon us every morning. 
May Thy great love redeem us; and 
from the light of a true life below may 
we pass at length into that Presence 
where there is fullness of joy and abun- 
dance of peace forever — Amen. 


RUFUS ELLIS 


February the Twenty-sixth 57 
Y adorable God, I humbly be- 


seech Thee to accept the sacri- 
fice I here, in all humility, desire to 
make Thee, of the remainder of my life, 
to be entirely employed, with the utmost 
vigor both of my soul and body, in Thy 
service and adoration. Pardon all the 
sins and offences of my life past, and be 
pleased to bestow upon me a stead- 
fast faith, an ardent love, an humble and 
perfect obedience, and a will capable of 
no other inclination than what it shall 
continually receive from the absolute 
guidance of Thy divine will; to which 
I beg it may be ever perfectly subser- 
vient, with all readiness and cheerful- 
ness. As all my thoughts and actions 
are continually before Thee, so I humbly 
beseech Thee that they may never be 
unworthy of Thy divine Presence, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


CHARLES How (1661-1745) 


58 February the Twenty-seventh 
LORD God, grant to each and all 


of us to be so true to our high call- 
ing here on earth that, when we, each 
in his appointed time, shall be sum- 
moned to join the great company of 
departed souls, we may pass hence in 
peace and without fear, looking humbly 
for that fuller light which shall break 
upon us when the morning is come 
upon the unseen shore. Grant this, 
O Lord, for His sake Who is our life, 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


THE INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS 


i 
LMIGHTY and everlasting God, in 


communion with Thy saints in all 
ages, with prophets and apostles, heroes 
and martyrs, and with our beloved dead 
who have fallen asleep in Thy peace, 
we, who are still striving to do and 
bear Thy blessed will on earth, adore 
Thee, and offer Thee our praises and 
supplications — Amen. 


EUGENE BERSIER 


February the Twenty-eighth 39 


RANT us grace to rest from all 
sinful deeds and thoughts, to 
surrender ourselves wholly unto Thee, 
and to keep our souls quiet before Thee 
like a still lake; that so the beams of 
Thy grace may be mirrored therein, 
and may kindle in our hearts the glow 
of faith and love and prayer. May we, 
through such stillness and hope, find 
strength and gladness in Thee, O God, 
now and for evermore — Amen. 


JOACHIM EMBDEN (1595-1650) 


ay 


GOD, who art Thyself the exceed- 

ing great Reward of all faithful 
souls, grant unto us to advance daily to 
the utmost of our power in godliness, so 
that we, seeking ever that which is more 
perfect, may happily attain unto Thine 
everlasting glory — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


60 February the Twenty-ninth 
MOST merciful God and Father, 


we commend ourselves and all 
that we have to Thine almighty hands, 
and pray Thee to preserve us by Thy 
good Spirit from all sin, misfortune, 
and grief of heart. Give us the spirit 
of love, that we may experience the 
sweetness of Thy love toward us, and 
also love Thee in return; and render our 
obedience not from constraint like slaves, 
but with the willing and joyful hearts of 
children — Amen. 


GOTTFRIED ARNOLD, 1697 


ay 


LORD, I pray that Thou wouldest 

give me grace to arrive at that de- 
gree of perfection which Thou willest me 
to reach, and grant unto me the aids and 
dispositions needful for its attainment 
— Amens 


LUDOVICUS PALMA 


March the First 6] 
E humbly pray Thee, O Father 


in heaven, to guide us through 
the darkness of this world, to guard us 
from its perils, to hold us up and 
strengthen us when we grow weary in our 
mortal way; and to lead us by Thy 
chosen paths, through time and through 
death, to our eternal home in Thy 
heavenly kingdom; which we ask in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


KING’S CHAPEL LITURGY, 1831 


ik 


ORD, we go to our daily work; help 
us to take pleasure therein. Show 
us clearly what our duty is; help us to 
be faithful in doing it. Let all we do be 
well done, fit for Thine eye to see. Give 
us strength to do, patience to bear; 
fet our courage never fail. When we 
cannot love our work, let us think of it 
as Thy task; and, by our true love to 
Thee, make unlovely things shine in the 
light of Thy great love — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


62 March the Second 
MERCIFUL God, full of compas- 


sion, long-suffering and of great 
pity, make me earnestly repent, and 
heartily to be sorry for all my misdoings ; 
make the remembrance of them so bur- 
densome and painful that I may flee to 
Thee with a troubled spirit and a con- 
trite heart; and, O merciful Lord, visit, 
comfort, and relieve me; excite in me 
true repentance; give me in this world 
knowledge of Thy truth and confidence 
in Thy mercy, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. Strengthen me against 
sin, and enable me so to perform every 
duty, that whilst I live I may serve Thee 
in that state to which Thou hast called 
me; and, at last, by a holy and happy 
death, be delivered from the struggles 
and sorrows of this life, and obtain 
eternal happiness, for the sake of our 
Lord and Saviour, Thy Son Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


SAMUEL JOHNSON (1709-1784) 


March the Third 63 


GOD, gracious and merciful, 

give us, we entreat Thee, a humble 
trust in Thy mercy, and suffer not our 
heart to fail us. Though our sins be 
seven, though our sins be seventy times 
seven, though our sins be more in num- 
ber than the hairs of our head, yet give 
us grace in loving penitence to cast our- 
selves down into the depth of Thy com- 
passion — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


ks 


GOD, the Source of perfect blessed- 

ness, who dost teach Thy faithful 
ones to walk in Thy laws, to search Thy 
testimonies, to keep Thy commands; 
grant unto us, we beseech Thee, Thy 
righteousness, that we may seek Thee 
with our whole hearts; that we, who 
hitherto have wandered like lost sheep, 
restored by Thy kind arms, may rejoice 
in the glories of Paradise, through Jesus 
Christ Thy Son — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


64 March the Fourth 


WILL say unto my God, my Lord, 

and my King, ‘“O how great is the 
abundance of Thy goodness, O Lord, 
which Thou hast laid up for them that 
fear Thee.’’ But what art Thou to 
those who love Thee? What to those 
who serve Thee with their whole heart? 
In this especially Thou hast showed 
me the sweetness of Thy love; that, 
when I was not, Thou madest me, 
when I went far astray from Thee, 
Thou broughtest me back again, that I 
might serve Thee, and hast commanded 
me to love Thee. I would I were able, 
at least for one day, to do Thee some 
worthy service. Truly, Thou art my 
Lord, and I Thy servant, who am bound 
to serve Thee with all my might; and 
this I wish to do, this I desire; and 
whatsoever is wanting unto me, do 
Thou, I beseech Thee, vouchsafe to sup- 
ply — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


March the Fifth 65 


NFINITE and holy One, whom we 
know as our Father and the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we devoutly 
thank Thee for the mercy that created 
us from the dust, and for the greater 
mercy that has created us anew by a 
heavenly adoption as Thy children. 
For the undying yearnings which Thou 
hast implanted in us after things unseen, 
—for their satisfaction in Thyself, we 
thank Thee; and we rejoice that Thou 
hast been willing to encourage our frail 
and mortal spirits, by revealing to us 
something of the perfections of Thy 
nature, and calling us to follow after 
Thee. Grant, we pray, that Thy loving- 
kindness may be followed by our obedi- 
ence. And do Thou so confirm our best 
purposes by renewing our sense of Thy 
presence, that we may both imitate 
Thy nature, and accept Thy dealings 
with us in the spirit of childlike trust, 
and by the help of Thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


2 


66 March the Sixth 


LMIGHTY God, in whom is no 
, darkness, grant unto us Thy light, 
that we may walk therein. Grant that 
we may know Thy will, and by keeping 
it increase our light. Where there 
must needs be darkness, grant to us 
that what we cannot see we may be 
content to trust Thee for; that in all 
our ways, being guided and guarded by 
Thee, we may be kept from falling, and 
pass at last through the gate of death 
into the life eternal, through Thy mercy 
in Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


. 


AKER and Lover of beauty, we 
adore Thee for the splendor of 
the universe. Help us to use its won- 
ders and its loveliness as an open door 
through which we shall enter into the 
imperishable beauty of Thy Kingdom; 
through Him in whose face the full 
beauty of Thy being shone, Jesus Christ 
our Saviour — Amen. 


March the Seventh 67 


KING of Paradise, where light 

abounds and life reigns, give to our 
dear ones who are with Thee (especially 
in JS oe ) a full share of Thy treasures, 
that they may always be white with Thy 
purity, tranquil with Thy peace, and 
glad with Thy joy. Let us live vividly 
in their present love as they live in ours, 
until the time of separation is past, 
and we are taken to the place whither 
they have gone before, there to dwell 
with them in the perfect fellowship that 
knows no end — Amen. 

CHARLES HENRY BRENT 


ik 


ORD, we commend unto Thee all 
those about to depart this life, be- 
seeching Thee to grant unto them the 
spirit of tranquillity and trustfulness. 
May they put their hope in Thee, and, 
having passed through the valley of the 
shadow in peace, may they enter into the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 
WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


68 March the Eighth 


E bless and praise and magnify 

Thee, O God of our fathers, who 
hast led us out of the shadows of night 
once more into the light of day. Unto 
Thy loving-kindness we make our en- 
treaty; be merciful to our misdeeds; 
accept our prayers in the fulness of Thy 
compassions, for Thou art our refuge 
from one generation to another, O merci- 
ful and almighty God. Suffer the true 
Sun of Thy righteousness to shine in our 
hearts, enlighten our reason, and purify 
our senses; that so we may walk 
honestly as in the day, in the way of Thy 
commandments, and reach at last the 
life eternal, where we shall rejoice in 
Thy life. For Thou art the Fountain 
of Life, and in Thy light shall we see 
light — Amen. 


GREEK CHURCH 


March the Ninth 6° 


EACH me, O Father, how to ask 

Thee each moment, silently, for 
Thy help. If I fail, teach me at once to 
ask Thee to forgive me. If I am dis- 
quieted, enable me, by Thy grace, quickly 
to turn to Thee. May nothing this day 
come between me and Thee. May I 
will, do, and say, just what Thou, my 
loving and tender Father, willest me to 
will, do, and say. Work Thy holy 
will in me and through me this day. 
Protect me, guide me, bless me, within 
and without, that I may do something 
this day for love of Thee; something 
which shall please Thee; and that I 
may, this evening, be nearer to Thee, 
though I see it not, nor know it. Lead 
me, O Lord, in a straight way unto Thy- 
self, and keep me in Thy grace unto the 
end — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


70 March the Tenth 


LMIGHTY God, who art the only 
Source of health and healing, the 
Spirit of calm and the central Peace of 
the universe, grant to us, Thy children, 
such a consciousness of Thy indwelling 
presence as may give us utter confidence 
in Thee. In all pain and weariness and 
anxiety may we throw ourselves upon 
Thy besetting care, that, knowing our- 
selves fenced about by Thy loving omni- 
potence, we may permit Thee to give us 
health and strength and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES M. ADDISON 


i 


LORD, I believe, I adore, and I 

love; I beseech Thee to increase 
my faith, and to fill my heart with lov- 
ing adoration and adoring love; for Thy 
mercies’ sake, O Lord — Amen. 


MARY WILDER TILESTON 


March the Eleventh 71 


GOD, who seest all our weaknesses, 

and the troubles we labor under, 
have regard unto the prayers of Thy 
servant, who stands in need of Thy 
comfort, Thy direction, and Thy help. 
Thou alone knowest what is best for us; 
let me never dispute Thy wisdom or Thy 
goodness. Lord, so prepare my heart 
that no affliction may ever so surprise as 
to overbear me. Dispose me at all times 
to a readiness to suffer what Thy Provi- 
dence shall order or permit. Grant that 
I may never murmur at Thy appoint- 
ments, nor be exasperated at the minis- 
ters of Thy Providence — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


kk 
EED Thy people, O Lord, with Thy 


grace, and deliver our souls from 
the death of sin; so that, being filled 
with Thy mercy, we may be united with 
the joys of the righteous, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


4 


72 March the Twelfth 
H, Lord God, Thou holy Lover of 


my soul, when Thou comest into 
my heart, all that is within me shall 
rejoice. Thou art my Glory and the 
exultation of my heart; Thou art my 
Hope and Refuge in the day of my 
trouble. Set me free from evil passions, 
and heal my heart of all inordinate affec- 
tions; that, being inwardly cured and 
thoroughly cleansed, I may be made fit 
to love, courageous to suffer, steady to 
persevere. Nothing is sweeter than 
love, nothing more courageous, nothing 
fuller nor better in heaven and earth; 
because love is born of God, and cannot 
rest but in God, above all created things. 
Let me love Thee more than myself, nor 
love myself but for Thee; and in Thee 
all that truly love Thee, as the law of 
love commandeth, shining out from Thy- 
self — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


March the Thirteenth 73 


S Thou keepest the stars in their 
courses, 

So wilt Thou guide our steps in perfect 
harmony, without clash or discord 
of any kind, 

If we but keep our trust in Thee. 

We know Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, 

Because he trusteth in Thee. 

We know that if we but acknowledge 
Thee in all our ways 

Thou wilt direct our paths. 

For Thou art the God of Love, 

Giver of every good and perfect gift, 

And there is none beside Thee. 

Thou art eternal, immortal, invisible, 

In all, through all, and over all, 

The only God. 

And Thine is the Kingdom and the 
Power and the Glory forever and 
ever — Amen. 


GLENN CLARK 


74 March the Fourteenth 


GOD, our Father, give us strength 

for our task, and wisdom for its 
problems, and perseverance for its diffi- 
culties. If, in the end, failure comes, 
help us to see that what we call failure 
is but a false appearance; that Thou 
canst never fail; and that those who 
labor with Thee are doing that which 
cannot be lost or ruined. Keep us in 
Thy service, and fill our spirits with the 
quiet confidence of those whose Master 
is the King of Glory. In Christ’s name 
— Amen. 

CHARLES E, PARK 


sy 


GOD, in Thee alone can our wearied 

spirits find full satisfaction and 
rest, and in Thy love is the highest joy. 
Lord, if we have Thee we have enough; 
and we are happy if Thou wilt but give 
peace to our consciences, and make us 
know how gracious and merciful Thou 
art — Amen. 

MELCHIOR RITTER 


March the Fifteenth 75 
KNOW, O Lord, and do with all 


humility acknowledge myself an 
object altogether unworthy of Thy love; 
but sure I am, Thou art an object alto- 
gether worthy of mine. I am not good 
enough to serve Thee, but Thou hast a 
right to the best service I can pay. Do 
Thou then impart to me some of that 
excellence, and that shall supply my 
own want of worth. Help me to cease 
from sin according to Thy will, that I 
may be capable of doing Thee service 
according to my duty. Enable me so 
to guard and govern myself, so to begin 
and finish my course, that, when the 
race of life is run, I may sleep in peace, 
and rest in Thee. Be with me unto the 
end, that my sleep may be rest indeed, 
my rest perfect security, and that secur- 
ity a blessed eternity — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


76 March the Sixteenth 


ORD of life and death, 
We thank Thee for the great ad- 
venture of life, 
With its untold possibilities, 
Its incalculable chances, 
Its mighty opportunities. 


We thank Thee that — if we have Thee 
with us — 

There is no monotony or weariness in the 
world; 

But we go on — for ever exploring and 
adventuring, 

Across new seas where ship has never 
sailed before ; 

Through trackless forests where human 
foot has never trodden. 


We thank Thee that, for those whe 
dwell with Thee, 

Fach day opens new a continent of vivid 
experience, 

Each day shows new a world to conquer ; 

For Thy love is new every morning, 

And life with Thee is daily born again 
from its beginning — Amen. 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


March the Seventeenth Th 


E thank Thee, O our Lord, 
For Thy great enterprise of 
death, 
Wherein the tiny barque of our soul, 
Having loosed its cables, fares forth 
gallantly into the night. 


Though the waves run dark and fearful, 

Though there be neither moon nor star, 

Though there be no human knowledge of 
the farther shore, 

Yet shall we fare forth with joy on this 
the greatest of all adventures. 


May we care nothing then for ourselves, 

But be filled with the joy of exploration 
and discovery, 

Wholly intent on the great and glorious 
prize beyond the lonely voyage, 

On the certainty of finding at last 

That beside which all else in earth and 
heaven is nothing worth — Amen. 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


78 March the Eighteenth 
THOU Hope of all the ends of the 


earth; Thou in whom our fathers 
hoped, and were not confounded; Thou, 
who knowest whereof we are made, and 
whereby our shortcoming, have pity on 
us, O Lord. O Helper of the helpless, 
and Stronger than the strong, remember 
all who are in distress of mind, body, or 
estate; succor them according to their 
need. It is meet and right, in all things, 
for all men, in joy and sorrow, alone and 
all together, to remember and worship 
Thee, to trust in Thee, and praise Thee, 
Lord and Father, King and God, Foun- 
tain of life and immortality, Source of 
everlasting good. Thee all the heavens 
hymn, and higher spirits praise, crying 
to each other, or going on the work 
which Thou givest them, and so perfect- 
ing praise. Blessed be the Dweller of 
Eternity, my Strength and my Deliverer, 
my Salvation and my Refuge, for ever — 
Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


March the Nineteenth 79 


‘OST merciful and gracious Father, 
I bless and magnify Thy name 
that Thou hast adopted me into the 
inheritance of sons, and hast given me a 
portion of my elder Brother. Thou who 
art the God of patience and consolation, 
strengthen me that I may bear the yoke 
and burden of the Lord without any 
uneasy and useless murmurs, and_ in- 
effective unwillingness. Lord, I am 
unable to stand under the cross, unable 
of myself, but be Thou pleased to ease 
this load by fortifying my spirit, that I 
may be strongest when I am weakest, 
and may be able to do and suffer every 
thing that Thou pleasest, through Christ 
who strengtheneth me. Let me pass 
through the valley of tears, and the valley 
of the shadow of death with safety and 
peace, with a meek spirit, and a sense of 
the divine mercies, through Jesus Christ 
— Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


Arr 


80 March the Twentieth 
ARDON, O God, our offences, done 


voluntarily or involuntarily, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, by word or deed 
or in thought; forgive those that are 
hidden and those that are manifest, 
those which were done long ago, those 
which are known, and those which are 
forgotten, but are known unto Thee. 
Forgive us, O God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


LITURGY OF THE SYRIAN JACOBITES 


il: 


LORD our God, when the storm is 

loud, and the night is dark, and 
the soul is sad, and the heart oppressed ; 
then, as weary travelers, may we look 
to Thee; and beholding the light of Thy 
love, may it bear us on, until we learn to 
sing Thy song in the night — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


March the Twenty-first 8] 
GOD of Light, Father of Life, 


Giver of Wisdom, Benefactor of 
our souls, who givest to the faint- 
hearted who put their trust in Thee 
those things into which the angels desire 
to look; O Sovereign Lord, who hast 
brought us up from the depths of 
darkness to light, who hast given us 
life from death, who hast graciously be- 
stowed upon us freedom from slavery, 
and who hast scattered the darkness of 
sin within us; do Thou now also en- 
lighten the eyes of our understanding, 
and sanctify us wholly in soul, body 
and spirit — Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. MARK (175-254?) 


ot 
LORD, give us all, we beseech 


Thee, grace and strength to over- 
come every sin; sins of besetment, 
deliberation, surprise, negligence, omis- 
sion; sins against Thee, our self, our 
neighbor; sins great, small, remem- 
bered, forgotten — Amen. 

CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


82 March the Twenty-second 
EEP us this night, O Lord, from all 


works of darkness, and, whether 
we wake or sleep, let our thoughts and 
deeds be in accordance with Thy holy 
will. Preserve us from all dangers 
and terrors of the night; from restless 
watching and sorrowful thoughts; from 
unnecessary or fretful cares and imagi- 
nary fears. Let us awake to-morrow 
renewed in strength, and cheerful in 
spirit; may we arise with holy thoughts, 
and go forth to live to Thine honor, 
to the service of our fellowmen, and the 
comfort and joy of our households. 
Hear us, O Lord, for Christ’s sake — 
Amen. 

CASPAR NEUMANN (1648-1715) 


*k 
LORD, the Keeper of Israel, who 


neither slumberest nor sleepest, 
in Thy mercy watch over us this night. 
Preserve us while waking, and defend us 
while sleeping, that when we are awake 
we may watch with Christ, and when 
we sleep we may rest in peace — Amen. 


March the Twenty-third 83 
BLESSED God, who neither slum- 


berest nor sleepest, take us into 
Thy gracious keeping for this night. O 
Lord, #n whom we trust, help us by Thy 
grace so to live that we may never be 
afraid to die; and grant that, at the last 
as now, our even-song may be, “I will 
lay me down in peace and sleep: for 
Thou, Lord, makest me to dwell in 
safety ’’ — Amen. 

JAMES MARTINEAU 


ik 


GOD, the Life of the faithful, the 

Saviour and Guardian of those 
that love Thee, increase in us grace, 
mercy and peace, that, having by Thy 
favor been carried through a happy life, 
we may at last attain to the height of 
heavenly joy — Amen. 


84 March the Twenty-fourth 
LMIGHTY God, of Thy fulness 


grant to us who need so much, 
who lack so much, who have so little, 
wisdom and strength. Bring our wills 
unto Thine. Lift our understandings 
into Thy heavenly light; that we 
thereby beholding those things which 
are right, and being drawn by Thy love, 
may bring our will and our understand- 
ing together to Thy service, until at last, 
body and soul and spirit may be all 
Thine, and Thou be our Father and our 
Eternal Friend — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


> 
LMIGHTY God, who seest that we 


have no power of ourselves to help 
ourselves, keep us both outwardly in our 
bodies and inwardly in our souls, that 
we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from 
all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GREGORIAN, A.D. §90; B. C. P. 


March the Twenty-fifth 85 


ETERNAL Purity! Thou art 

brighter than the sun, purer than 
the angels, and the heavens are not 
clean in Thy sight; with mercy behold 
Thy servant, apt to be tempted with 
every object, and to be overcome by 
every enemy. I cannot, O God, stand 
in the day of battle and danger, unless 
Thou coverest me with Thy shield, and 
hidest me under Thy wings. Thou didst 
make me after Thine image; be pleased 
to preserve me so pure and spotless, 
that my body may be a holy temple, 
and my soul a sanctuary to entertain 
Thy divinest Spirit, the Spirit of love 
and holiness — Amen. 

JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


ot 
GOD, deliver us from earthly de- 


sires, that no sin may reign in us, 
but that we may with free spirits serve 
Thee, our only Lord; through Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 

GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492. 


86 March the Twenty-sixth 


LMIGHTY God, have compassion, 
we pray Thee, upon all those 
whose hearts are touched with sorrow, 
whose spirits are troubled, or cast down 
within them. O Lord, remember those 
to whom the burdens of this life bring 
disaster, or dimness or darkness of 
soul; and we pray Thee to have mercy 
upon all who suffer in body or mind 
from whatever cause — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


hs 


LORD, we beseech Thee to bless 

and prosper this Thy household; 
grant us sweet reasonableness in all our 
dealings with one another; make us 
large-hearted in helping and generous in 
criticizing; keep us from unkind words 
and from unkind silences. Make us 
quick to understand the needs and feel- 
ings of others; and grant that living in 
the brightness of Thy presence we may 
bring Thy sunshine into cloudy places 
=— Amen: 

L. H.-M. SOULSBY 


March the Twenty-seventh 87 


Thou gracious and gentle and con- 

descending God, Thou God of 
peace, Father of mercy, God of all com- 
fort; see, I lament before Thee the evil 
of my heart; I acknowledge that I am 
too much disposed to anger, jealousy 
and revenge, to ambition and pride, 
which often give rise to discord and 
bitter feelings between me and others. 
Too often have I thus offended and 
grieved both Thee, O long-suffering 
Father, and my fellow-men. Oh, for- 
give me this sin, and suffer me to partake 
of the blessing which Thou hast prom- 
ised to the peacemakers, who shall be 
called the children of God. 

Bestow on me, O Lord, a genial spirit 
and unwearied forbearance; a mild, 
loving, patient heart; kindly looks, 
pleasant, cordial speech and manners in 
the intercourse of daily life; that I may 
give offence to none, but as much as in 
me lies live in charity with all men — 
Amen. 


JOHANN ARNDT (1555-1621) 


88 March the Twenty-eighth 


GOD, my God, I am all weakness, 

but Thou art my Strength; I am 
ever anew bowed down by any ttrial, 
but Thou canst and willest to lift me up. 
Let me not fail, O God, my Strength; 
let me not be discouraged, O God, my 
Hope. Draw me each day, if it be but a 
little nearer unto Thee; make me, each 
day, if it be but a little less unlike Thee; 
let me do or bear each day something, 
for love of Thee, whereby I may be 
fitter for Thee, to behold Thee. Let no 
day pass, let not to-morrow pass, without 
my having done something pleasing unto 
Thee. Thus alone would I live, that I 
may live more unto Thee; thus would I 
die, longing to love Thee more — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


i 
GOD, the Shepherd of all Thy 


people, deliver the same from all 
sins which do assail them, that so they 
may ever be pleasing in Thy sight, and 
safe under Thy shelter; for Christ’s sake 


— Amen. ROMAN BREVIARY 


March the Twenty-ninth 89 
THOU who chastenest whom Thou 


lovest, grant us grace, we pray 
Thee, to discern Thy love in whatever 
suffering Thou sendest us. Support us 
in patient thankfulness under pain, 
anxiety, or loss, and move us with pity 
and tenderness for our afflicted neigh- 
bors — Amen. 

CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


is 
LORD, let me not henceforth de- 


sire health or life, except to spend 
them for Thee, with Thee, and in Thee. 
Thou alone knowest what is good for me; 
do, therefore, what seemeth Thee best. 
Give to me, or take from me; conform 
my will to Thine; and grant that, with 
humble and perfect submission, and in 
holy confidence, I may receive the orders 
of Thine eternal Providence; and may 
equally adore all that comes to me from 
Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord 


— Amen. 
BLAISE PASCAL (1623-1662) 


90 March the Thirtieth 


THANK Thee, my Creator and 

Lord, that Thou hast given me these 
joys in Thy creation, this ecstasy over 
the works of Thy hands. I have made 
known the glory of Thy works to men as 
far as my finite spirit was able to compre- 
hend Thy infinity. If I have said any- 
thing wholly unworthy of Thee, or have 
aspired after my own glory, graciously 
forgive me — Amen. 


JOHANN KEPLER (1571-1630) 


oy 


GOD, whoart thelight of the minds 

that know Thee, the life of the 
souls that love Thee, and the strength of 
the thoughts that seek Thee; help us so 
to know Thee that we may truly love 
Thee, and so to love Thee that we may 
truly serve Thee, whose service is perfect 
freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord 


— Amen. 
GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY 


March the Thirty-first 9] 
ALMIGHTY Father, who, in Thy 


divine mercy, dost cover the earth 
with the curtain of night, that all the 
weary may rest; grant to us, and to 
all men, rest in Thee this night. Let 
Thy grace, we beseech Thee, comfort 
and support all those that are to spend 
it in sorrow or in fear. Let no shadow 
from the sins of this day darken our 
souls, but let the light of Thy counte- 
nance make a perpetual day within us, 
that so, when the night is past, and the 
light of day returned, we may rise with 
cheerful strength and gladness, to serve 
Thee in all good works; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


LAWRENCE TUTTIETT 


92 April the First 


LORD, whose way is perfect, help 

us, I pray Thee, always to trust in 
Thy goodness: that, walking with Thee 
and following Thee in all simplicity, we 
may possess quiet and contented minds; 
and may cast all our care on Thee, for 
Thou carest for us — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G, ROSSETTI 


i: 


LORD, if only my will may remain 

right and firm towards Thee, do 
with me whatsoever it shall please Thee. 
For it cannot be anything but good, 
whatsoever Thou shalt do with me. If 
it be Thy will I should be in darkness, 
be Thou blessed; and if it be Thy will I 
should be in light, be Thou again blessed. 
If Thou vouchsafe to comfort me, be 
Thou blessed; and, if Thou wilt have 
me afHicted, be Thou ever equally 
blessed — Amen. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS 


April the Second 93 
SHEPHERD of Israel, who dost 


neither slumber nor sleep, we are 
the people of Thy pasture and the sheep 
of Thy hand. Fold us safely in Thy 
love, lest we be overtaken by the storm 
and be lost in the darkness. And if in 
carelessness, or curiosity, or willful pride, 
we should wander from Thy care, oh, 
leave us not, Good Shepherd, to our 
fate, but seek us till Thou findest us, 
and bear us home again. 

Beside the still waters, through the 
green pastures, and in the valley where 
dark shadows lie, be Thou our strength 
and shield, and may we come to find 
even Thy rod and staff a stay and com- 
fort to us. So shepherd us beyond the 
plains of peril to the eternal fold, where 
we may lie down in safety, and go in and 
out freely forevermore — Amen. 


W. E. ORCHARD 


94 April the Third 


MOST dear and tender Father, 

our Defender and Nourisher; en- 
due us with Thy grace, that we may cast 
off the great blindness of our minds, and 
carefulness of worldly things, and may 
put our whole study and care in keeping 
of Thy holy law; and that we may labor 
and travail for our necessities in this life, 
like the birds of the air and the lilies of 
the field, without care. For Thou hast 
promised to be careful for us; and hast 
commanded that upon Thee we should 
cast our care, who livest and reignest, 
world without end — Amen. 


HENRY VIUI’S PRIMER, 1545 


k 


LORD, fill us, we beseech Thee, 

with adoring gratitude to Thee 
for all Thou art for us, to us, and in us; 
fill us with love, joy, peace, and all the 
fruits of the Spirit — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


April the Fourth 95 


HE day returns and brings us the 
petty round of irritating concerns 
and duties. Help us to play the man, 
help us to perform them with laughter 
and kind faces, let cheerfulness abound 
with industry. Give us to go blithely 
on our business all this day, bring us to 
our resting beds weary and content 
and undishonored, and grant us in the 
end the gift of sleep — Amen. 


R. L. STEVENSON 


oy 


GOD, who through the grace of 

Thy Holy Spirit dost pour the gift 
of love into the hearts of Thy faithful 
people, grant unto us health, both of 
mind and body, that we may love Thee 
with our whole strength, and with entire 
satisfaction may perform those things 
which are pleasing unto Thee, through 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


wT Aa 


96 April the Fifth 


RANT, gracious Father, that I 

may never dispute the reason- 
ableness of Thy will, but ever close with 
it, as the best that can happen. Prepare 
me always for what Thy Providence 
shall bring forth. Let me never mur- 
mur, be dejected, or impatient, under 
any of the troubles of this life, but ever 
find rest and comfort in this, THIS Is 
THE WILL OF MY FATHER AND OF MY 
Gop: grant this for Jesus Christ’s sake 
— Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


sy 


GOD, the Consolation of all such 

as be sorrowful, and the Salvation 
of all them that put their trust in Thee, 
grant unto us, in this dying life, that 
peace for which we humbly pray, and 
hereafter to attain unto everlasting joy 
in Thy presence, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 

ROMAN BREVIARY 


April the Sixth | 97 


LORD, make us to love Thee, 

and each other in Thee, and to 
meet before Thee to dwell in Thine 
everlasting love — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


ik 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, the 
knowledge of Thy way, and the 
spirit of obedience thereunto, that, being 
conformed in thought and words unto 
Thy way, Thy peace may rule in our 
hearts. Help us to cast out all those 
things which are contrary to Thy peace, 
or that are not according to Thy will, 
that soours may be the quiet life of trust, 
and faith, and obedience, living lowly, 
longing for Thy Truth, and walking in 
the light thereof, that Thy blessing may 
be upon us, and the light of Thy counte- 
nance our perpetual delight. Hear us 
of Thy mercy, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


98 April the Seventh 


LORD, we praise Thee for our 

sister, the Night, who folds all the 
tired folk of the earth in her comfort- 
able robe of darkness and gives them 
sleep. Release now the strained limbs 
of toil and smooth the brow of care. 
Grant us the refreshing draught of for- 
getfulness, that we may rise in the morn- 
ing with a smile on our face. Comfort 
and ease those who toss wakeful on a 
bed of pain, or whose aching nerves 
crave sleep and find it not. Save them 
from evil or despondent thoughts in the 
long darkness, and teach them so to 
lean on Thy all-pervading life and love, 
that their souls may grow tranquil and 
their bodies, too, may rest. And now, 
through Thee we send Good Night to 
all our brothers and sisters near and far, 
and pray for peace upon all the earth 
— Amen. 

WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


April the Eighth 99 
LORD my God, for life and reason, 


nurture, preservation, guidance, 
education; for Thy gifts of grace and 
nature, for Thy calling, recalling, mani- 
fold recalling me again and again; 
for Thy forbearance, long-suffering, and 
long long-suffering toward me, even un- 
til now; for all from whom I have re- 
ceived any good or help; for the use of 
Thy present good things; for Thy prom- 
ise, and my hope, of good things to come; 
for all these things, and for all other, 
which I know, which J know not, mani- 
fest or secret, remembered or forgotten 
by me, I praise Thee, I bless Thee, I 
give Thee thanks; and I will praise, 
and bless, and give Thee thanks, all the 
days of my life. What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honor, and power — Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


100 April the Ninth 
LORD, Thy hands have formed 


us, and Thou hast sent us into this 
world, that we may walk in the way that 
leads to heaven and Thyself, and may 
find a lasting rest in Thee who art the 
Source and Centre of our souls. Look in 
pity on us poor pilgrims in the narrow 
way; let us not go astray, but reach at 
last our true home where our Father 
dwells. Guide and govern us from day 
to day, and bestow on us food and 
strength for body and soul, that we may 
journey on in peace. Forgive us for 
having hitherto so often wavered or 
looked back, and let us henceforward 
march straight on in the way of Thy 
laws, and may our last step be a safe 
and peaceful passage to the arms of 
Thy love, and the blessed fellowship 
of the saints in light. Hear us, O Lord, 
and glorify Thy name in us that we may 
glorify Thee for ever and ever — Amen. 


GERHARD TERSTEEGEN (1697-1769) 


April the Tenth 10] 


LMIGHTY God, the Fountain of 
life, who hast ordained that Thy 
children may find life in the way of Thy 
commandment, and in the path of Thy 
service; we would humbly thank Thee, 
not alone for what is bright and fair in 
our lot, but for the difficulty, the trial, 
the darkness. We thank Thee for the 
doubts that perplex us, — the infirmi- 
ties that oppress us, — the sorrows that 
make us to faint and fear; for we know 
that Thou wilt answer the strong cry 
which these bring forth of our souls 
after light from Thee. Oh, grant that 
we may so endure as becometh Thy chil- 
dren, — that, doubting, we may not 
despair, — cast down, we may not be 
destroyed, — sorrowing, it may not be 
as those without hope; but that, receiv- 
ing Thy discipline and preparation in the 
spirit of Thy dear Son, we may make 
straight His path within our hearts. 
We ask it in His name, who is the 
Light of men — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


102 April the Eleventh 


IVE strength, O Lord, to those who 

seek Thee, and continually pour 

into their souls the holy desire of seeking 

Thee; that they who long to see Thy 

face may not crave the world’s perni. 
cious pleasure — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. ‘700 


oy 


OST gracious God, who governest 
the world with infinite wisdom 
and goodness, teach me contentedly to 
submit to the dispensations of Thy Prov- 
idence, how contrary soever they may be 
to flesh and blood. Thou knowest the 
surest ways of making me happy, and 
art infinite in loving-kindness and 
mercy; therefore let Thy blessed will in 
everything be my choice and satisfac- 
tion. Let all my dangers awaken me 
to a careful performance of my duty; 
that I may serve Thee quietly with a 
devout mind, through Jesus Christ — 
Amen. 
ROBERT NELSON (1656-1715) 


April the Twelfth 103 
LORD, mercifully incline Thine 


ears to hear our prayers, and, of 
Thy loving-kindness, enlighten the 
depths of our hearts, that no evil desires 
may rule them — Amen. 


TREASURY OF DEVOTION 


ik 


GOD, who puttest into our hearts 

such deep desire that we cannot be 
at peace until we enjoy the feeling of Thy 
love; mercifully grant that the unspeak- 
able sighing of our souls’ need may not 
go unsatisfied because of any unright- 
eousness of heart, which must divide us 
from the All-holy One; but strengthen 
us to do right by whomsoever we have 
wronged in thought, word, or deed; to 
renounce all plans of wrong-doing for 
the future; to purify our thoughts, and 
govern our appetites, so that we may 
have no bar between us and Thy glory, 
but enjoy Thy peace which passeth 
understanding — Amen. 

ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


104 April the Thirteenth 


GOD our Father, Good beyond 

all that is good, Fair beyond all 
that is fair, in whom is calmness and 
peace; do Thou make up the dissen- 
sions which divide us from each other, 
and bring us back into an unity of love, 
which may bear some likeness to Thy 
sublime nature. Grant that we may be 
spiritually one, as well in ourselves as in 
each other, through that peace of Thine 
which maketh all things peaceful, and 
through the grace, mercy, and tender- 
ness of Thine only Son — Amen. 


JACOBITE LITURGY OF ST. DIONYSIUS 


oy 


LESS me, O God, with the love of 

Thee, and of my neighbor. Give 

me peace of conscience, the command of 

my affections; and for the rest, Thy 

will be done! O King of peace, keep us 
in love and charity — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


April the Fourteenth 105 


LORD, prepare my heart, I be- 

seech Thee, to reverence Thee, 
to adore Thee, to love Thee; to hate, 
for love of Thee, all my sins, imperfec- 
tions, shortcomings, whatever in me 
displeaseth Thee; and to love all which 
Thou lovest, and whom Thou lovest. 
Give me, Lord, fervor of love, shame 
for my unthankfulness, sorrow for my 
sins, longing for Thy grace, and to be 
wholly united with Thee. Let my 
very coldness call for the glow of Thy 
love; let my emptiness and dryness, like 
a barren and thirsty land, thirst for 
Thee, call on Thee to come into my soul, 
who refreshest those who are weary. 
Let my heart ache to Thee and for Thee, 
who stillest the aching of the heart. 
Let my mute longings praise Thee, crave 
to Thee, who satisfiest the empty soul, 
that waits on Thee — Amen. 


BE.) 3B. PUSEYW 


106 April the Fifteenth 


N confidence of Thy goodness and 
great mercy, O Lord, I draw near 
unto Thee, as a sick person to the Healer, 
as one hungry and thirsty to the Foun- 
tain of life, a creature to the Creator, 
a desolate soul to my own tender Com- 
forter. Behold, in Thee is all whatso- 
ever I can or ought to desire; Thou art 
my Salvation and my Redemption, my 
Hope and my Strength. Rejoice there- 
fore this day the soul of Thy servant; 
for unto Thee, O Lord, have I lifted up 

my soul — Amen. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS 


‘i 


O LORD, who dost wash out our 
offences, do Thou comfort us who 
faithfully call upon Thee; and we be- 
seech Thee that Thou wouldest blot out 
our transgressions, and restore us from 
death to the land of the living, through 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


April the Sixteenth 107 
MY God, by whose loving Provi- 


dence sorrows, difficulties, trials, 
dangers, become means of grace, lessons 
of patience, channels of hope, grant us 
good will to use and not abuse those our 
privileges; and, of Thy great goodness, 
keep us alive through this dying life, 
that out of death Thou mayest raise us 
up to immortality. For His sake who 
is the Life, Jesus Christ our Lord — 


Amen. 
CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


i 


MOST merciful God, the Founda- 

tion of our hope and our Refuge in 
trouble, deliver us from the snares of 
death; so that, saved from the multi- 
tude of troubles which surround us, we 
may sing praises to Thy holy Name, 
in purity and innocence; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


108 April the Seventeenth 
ITH Thee, O Christ, I would 


arise indeed to newness of life. 
I beseech Thee to make all things new to 
me. Let the old duties, the old work, 
the old burdens, the old friendships 
be transfigured as Thou dost touch 
them. Let Easter joy lift me from 
loneliness and weakness and despair to 
strength and beauty and happiness. I 
would fain live the risen life, my Jesus. 
Help me by Thy call, by Thy message, 
by Thy beauty, by Thy goodness, to 
be Thy true child, looking to Thee, and 
serving Thee until at last I see Thee 
face to face — Amen. 


FLOYD W. TOMKINS 


> 
IVING or dying, Lord, I would be 


Thine; keep me Thine own forever, 
and draw me day by day nearer to Thy- 
self, until I be wholly filled with Thy 
love, and fitted to behold Thee, face to 
face — Amen. 

E. B. PUSEY 


April the Eighteenth 109 


GOD, my God, give me a heart 

to thank Thee; lift up my heart 
above myself, to Thee and Thine 
eternal throne; let it not linger here 
among the toils and turmoils of this 
lower world; let it not be oppressed by 
any earth-born clouds of care or anxiety 
or fear or suspicion; but bind it wholly 
to Thee and to Thy love; give me eyes 
to see Thy love in all things, and Thy 
grace in all around me; make me to 
thank Thee for Thy love and Thy grace 
to all and in all; give me wings of love, 
that I may soar up to Thee, and cling to 
Thee, and adore Thee, and praise Thee 
more and more, until I be fitted to enter 
into the joys of Thine everlasting love, 
everlastingly to love Thee and Thy 
grace, whereby Thou didst make me 
such as Thou couldest love, such as 
could love Thee, O God, my God — 


Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


110 April the Nineteenth 


GOD, the true Light of believers, 

the eternal Glory of the just, whose 
light never setteth, and whose bright- 
ness knoweth no bounds; grant us to 
live in Thy glory, and to enter into Thine 
eternity ; that, as Thou hast brought us 
through the night and granted us to 
see the morning, so Thou mayest bid us 
come to that blessed and everlasting day, 
where night is no more, and Thou dwell- 
est in light, glorified by Thy saints, and 
adored by all them that believe; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


AMBROSIAN SACRAMENTARY 


ks 


LMIGHTY God, give us grace to 

trust to Thy never-failing care and 

love those who are dear to us, for this 

life and the life to come; knowing that 

Thou art doing for them better things 

than we can desire or pray for; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


April the Twentieth 1] 
CCOMPLISH Thy perfect work in 


our souls, O Father. Bless, ani- 
mate, and sustain us, and raise us 
mightily above all that would distract 
us, to Thyself and the consciousness of 
Thy fellowship which gives joy to all 
who dwell therein. As yet we are 
bound with many chains; we tarry 
among things seen and temporal, and 
feel their oppression; we are exposed to 
the storms of the outer world, and are 
wrestling with its ills. But we are not 
dismayed, for we are more than earth 
and dust, we are akin to Thee, O Spirit 
of the Lord, and can experience Thy 
heavenly influence. Unite us ever more 
closely to the company of faithful hearts 
whom Thou art sanctifying and prepar- 
ing for heaven; fill us with their faith 
and love and hope — Amen. 


V. R. REINHARD (1753-1812) 


112 April the Twenty-first 


ND now, Lord, what is my hope? 
Truly, my hope is even in Thee. 
Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, yet I will fear no 
evil. Lord, Thou knowest whereof we 
be made; Thou rememberest that we 
are but dust. I am Thine, Oh, save me! 
Behold, O Lord, how that I am Thy serv- 
ant, and the son of Thine handmaid; 
Thine unprofitable servant, yet Thy 
servant; Thy lost prodigal child, yet 
Thy child. Into Thy hands I commend 
myself as unto a faithful Creator. Lord, 
I am created in Thine own image. Suffer 
not Thine own image to be utterly de- 
faced, but renew it again in righteous- 
ness and true holiness. Into Thine 
hands I commend myself, for Thou hast 
redeemed me, Thou God of Truth — 


Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


April the Twenty-second 113 


HOW Thyself, O Lord, and have 
pity on Thy child, and bring his 
steps into the way of peace. Thou 
that knowest our thoughts, make Thy- 
self known to our hearts; Thou that 
art from everlasting, let us behold Thy 
truth. Hast Thou not made our souls 
in Thy likeness? Take away stain from 
the glass, and let us behold in it Thine 
image. When Thou willest, Thy word 
goeth forth; Thou breathest forth Thy 
love, and our souls are joined to Thee. 
Take away from me shame and rebuke; 
renew in me Thy strength, and show 
me the way of peace. Turn me again, 
and I shall be turned; take away the 
darkness which hideth Thee, and in 
the light of the living God let me ser 
light — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


114 April the Twenty-third 


ALMIGHTY God! Eternal Treas- 

ury of all good things! Thou 
fillest all things with plenteousness; 
Thou clothest the lilies of the field, and 
feedest the young ravens that call upon 
Thee. Let Thy Providence be my 
store-house, my own necessities the 
measures of my desire; but never let 
my desires of this world be greedy, nor 
my labor immoderate, nor my care 
vexatious and distracting; but moder- 
ate, holy, subordinate to Thy will, the 
measure Thou hast appointed for me 
— Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


1 


RANT us, O Lord, we beseech 
Thee, always to seek Thy kingdom 

and righteousness; and of whatsoever 
Thou seest us to stand in need, merci- 
fully grant us an abundant portion; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492 


April the Twenty-fourth 115 


CCEPT the work of this day, O 
Lord, as we lay it at Thy feet. 
Thou knowest its imperfections, and we 
know. Of the brave purposes of the 
morning only a few have found their 
fulfillment. We bless Thee that Thou 
art no hard taskmaster, watching grimly 
the stint of work we bring, but the father 
and teacher of men, who rejoices with us 
as we learn to work. We have naught 
to boast before Thee, but we do not 
fear Thy face. Thou knowest all things 
and Thou art love. Accept every right 
intention however brokenly fulfilled, 
but grant that ere our life is done we 
may under Thy tuition become true 
master workmen, who know the art of a 
just and valiant life — Amen. 


WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


i 
EAR me, O Lord; for Thy loving- 


kindness is good: turn unto me 
according to the multitude of Thy tender 


mercies. 
PSALM LXIX: 16 


116 April the Twenty-fifth 


E most earnestly beseech Thee, 

O Thou Lover of mankind, to 
bless all Thy people, the flocks of Thy 
fold. Send down into our hearts the 
peace of heaven, and grant us also the 
peace of this life. Give life to the souls 
of all of us, and let no deadly sin prevail 
against us, or any of Thy people. De- 
liver all who are in trouble, for Thou art 
our God, who settest the captives free; 
who givest hope to the hopeless, and 
help to the helpless; who liftest up the 
fallen; and who art the Haven of the 
shipwrecked. Give Thy pity, pardon, 
and refreshment to every Christian soul, 
whether in affliction or error. Preserve 
us, in our pilgrimage through this life 
from hurt and danger, and grant that 
we may end our lives as Christians, well- 
pleasing to Thee and free from sin, and 
that we may have our portion and lot 
with all Thy saints — Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. MARK (175-254?) 


April the Twenty-sixth 117 
LMIGHTY and most. merciful 


God, in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being; Lord of all life; 
Source of all light, guiding and governing 
all things of Thy lovingkindness and 
power; hear our thanksgivings unto 
Thee for all the joy that Thou puttest 
into mortal life; but chiefly for the joy 
that comes of sin forgiven, weakness 
strengthened, victory promised, life 
eternal looked for. To every one of us 
grant that, being fully conscious of 
having erred and strayed from Thy 
ways, we may be equally conscious of our 
need to go back again to the Good 
Shepherd. Let there be no doubt with 
any one of us that Thou dost forgive, 
even to the uttermost, all those who 
draw nigh in penitence to Thee; that 
so those of us who are sinful, and sad 
because sinful, and sorrowful in sinning, 
may have this day the joy of the Lord — 


Amen. 
GEORGE DAWSON 


118 April the Twenty-seventh 


ATHER, 
The path ahead is dark, 

And we know not where Thou wouldst 
have us to go. 

Give us, oh, give us, Thy gracious 
guidance 

And a tranquil trust in Thy love, 

That we may walk forward through the 
gloom, 

Unfaltering, fearless, and confident, 

Having within us that divine light 

Which maketh clear as day the darkest 
midnight, 

Guiding the traveller who shall trust in 
Thee 

Safe through impenetrable forests and 
over trackless mountains — Amen. 


JOHN S$. HOYLAND 
"ks 
E beseech Thee, O Lord, to keep 


us in perpetual peace, as Thou 
hast vouchsafed us confidence in Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 494 


April the Twenty-eighth 119 


LORD, who lovest the stranger, 

defend and nourish, we entreat 
Thee, all sojourners in strange lands 
and poor helpless persons, that they may 
glorify Thee out of grateful hearts: and 
to such men as are tyrannical and op- 
pressive give searchings of spirit and 
amendment of ways, that Thou mayest 
shew mercy on them also — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


1 


GOD of love, who hast given a new 
commandment, through Thine 
Only-begotten Son, that we should love 
one another, even as Thou didst love us, 
the unworthy and the wandering, and 
gavest Thy beloved Son for our life and 
salvation; we pray Thee, Lord, give to 
us Thy servants, in all time of our life 
on the earth, a mind forgetful of past 
ill-will, a pure conscience and sincere 
thoughts, and a heart to love our breth- 
ren — Amen. 


COPTIC LITURGY OF ST. CYRIL 


120 April the Twenty-ninth 
E love Thee, O our God; and we 


desire to love Thee more and 
more. Grant to us that we may love 
Thee as much as we desire, and as much 
as we ought. O dearest Friend, who 
hast so loved and saved us, the thought 
of whom is so sweet and always growing 
sweeter, come with Christ and dwell in 
our hearts; then Thou wilt keep a watch 
over our lips, our steps, our deeds, and 
we shall not need to be anxious either 
for our souls or our bodies. Give us 
love, sweetest of all gifts, which knows 
no enemy. Give us in our hearts pure 
love, born of Thy love to us, that we 
may love others as Thou lovest us. O 
most loving Father of Jesus Christ, from 
whom floweth all love, let our hearts, 
frozen in sin, cold to Thee and cold to 
others, be warmed by this divine fire. 
So help and bless us in Thy Son — 
Amen. 


ST. ANSELM, TR. BY JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE 


April the Thirtieth 12] 
ALMIGHTY God, help us to put 


away all bitterness and wrath and 
evil-speaking, with all malice. May we 
possess our souls in patience, however we 
are tempted and provoked, and not be 
overcome with evil, but overcome evil 
with good. Enable us, O God of pa- 
tience, to bear one another’s burdens, 
and to forbear one another in love. Oh, 
teach and help us all to live in peace and 
to love in truth, following peace with all 
men and walking in love, as Christ loved 
us, of whom let us learn such meekness 
and lowliness of heart that in Him we 
may find rest for our souls. Subdue all 
bitter resentments in our minds, and 
let the law of kindness be in our tongues, 
and a meek and quiet spirit in all our 
lives. Make us so gentle and peaceable 
that we may be followers of Thee as 
dear children, that Thou, the God of 
peace, mayest dwell with us forevermore 
— Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 


122 May the First 
HEAVENLY Father, breathe into 


our souls the love of whatsoever is 
true and beautiful and good. May we 
fear to be unfaithful, and have no other 
fear. Help us to remember that we are 
Thy children, and belong to Thee. In 
Thy service may we live, and in Thy 
favor may we die; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


i 


RANT us, OLord, to know that 
which is worth knowing, to praise 
that which pleaseth Thee most, toesteem 
that highly which to Thee is precious. 
Give us the right judgment to discern be- 
tween things visible and things spiritual, 
and, above all, to seek after the good 
pleasure of Thy will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


May the Second 123 
MOST merciful and gracious God, 


we beseech Thee to hear our 
prayers, and to deliver our hearts from 
the temptation of evil tnoughts, that, by 
Thy goodness, we may become a fitting 
habitation for Thy Holy Spirit — Amen. 


PRIEST'S PRAYER BOOK 


i 


LMIGHTY God, who art over all 
things, Life of all life, — stir in our 
souls, that we, being moved by Thy 
Spirit, may see those things which are 
fairest and truest in life, and clinging 
thereunto be enabled to get the victory 
over that which is mean and base; that 
so, at last, all evil passion and unholy de- 
sire, all self-will and contrariness to Thee, 
may be overcome, and we come at last 
to that sublime state of willing obedi- 
ence, when Thy will shall be in us su- 
preme. Of Thy mercy hear us, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 

GEORGE DAWSON 


124 May the Third 


LORD our God, who hast bidden 

the light to shine out of darkness, 
who hast again wakened us to praise 
Thy goodness and ask for Thy grace: 
accept now, in Thy endless mercy, the 
sacrifice of our worship and thanksgiving, 
and grant unto us all such requests as 
may be wholesome for us. Make us to 
be children of the light and of the day, 
and heirs of Thy everlasting inheritance. 
Remember, O Lord, according to the 
multitude of Thy mercies, Thy whole 
Church; all who join with us in prayer; 
all our brethren by land or sea, or wher- 
ever they may be in Thy vast kingdom, 
who stand in need of Thy grace and suc- 
cor. Pour out upon them the riches of 
Thy mercy, so that we, redeemed in 
soul and body, and steadfast in faith, 
may ever praise Thy wonderful and holy 
name — Amen. 


GREEK CHURCH 


May the Fourth 125 


LORD, because being compassed 

with infirmities we oftentimes sin 
and ask pardon, help us to forgive as 
we would be forgiven; neither mention- 
ing old offences committed against us, 
nor dwelling upon them in thought, nor 
being influenced by them in heart: but 
loving our brother freely as Thou freely 
lovest us — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


1k 


BLESSED Lord, I beseech Thee to 

pour down upon me such grace as 
may not only cleanse this life of mine, 
but beautify it a little, if it be Thy will, 
— before I go hence and am no more 
seen. Grant that I may love Thee 
with all my heart and soul and mind 
and strength, and my neighbor as my- 
self —and that I may persevere unto 
the end; through Jesus Christ — Amen. 


JAMES SKINNER (1818-1882) 


126 May the Fifth 


OTHING, O Lord, is liker to Thy 
holy nature than the mind that 
is settled in quietness. Thou hast 
called us into that quietness and peace 
of Thine, from out of the turmoils of 
this world, as it were from out of storms 
into a haven; which is such a peace as 
the world cannot give, and as passeth all 
capacity of man. Grant now, O most 
merciful Father, that, through Thine 
exceeding goodness, our minds may 
yield themselves obedient unto Thee 
without striving; and that they may 
quietly rise into that sovereign rest of 
Thine above. Grant that nothing may 
disturb or disquiet them here beneath; 
but that all things may be quiet and 
calm through that peace of Thine — 
Amen. 


A BOOK OF CHRISTIAN PRAYERS, A.D. 1578 


May the Sixth 127 


LMIGHTY God, the Everlasting 
Lord, and Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, — bestow upon us at 
this time those things that are Thine, 
even joy and gladness, for Thou art 
ever-blessed. Pity and pardon us that 
we are so little able to be like Thee in 
these things; for upon us are the stains 
of sin and the dust of earth, the signs of 
strife and the marks of passion. Look 
upon us of Thy love, that these things 
may be taken away, and that we who 
have been sick in soul, and ofttimes 
faint in faith, may through the gift of 
Thine exceeding gladness rise to Thy 
joy. Forgive our sins, and so take away 
the sting of death. Grant us Thy love 
here as the earnest of the Spirit, that we, 
receiving of Thine in this mortal state, 
may hope to receive of Thine in the 
world which is to come — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


128 May the Seventh 


GOD, whose mercy reacheth unto 

the heavens, and Thy righteous- 
ness unto the clouds, teach me to abhor 
everything which is evil, and to set 
myself in every good way; that, my 
trust being under the shadow of Thy 
wings, I may rejoice in Thy loving-kind- 
ness all the days of my life; and at last 
may be satisfied with the plenteousness 
of Thy house, and in the light of Thy 
countenance may see everlasting light, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


- 


GOD, whose never-failing Provi- 

dence ordereth all things both in 
heaven and earth; we humbly beseech 
Thee to put away from us all hurtful 
things, and to give us those things which 
are profitable for us, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 492; B.C. P. 


May the Eighth 129 
LMIGHTY God, by whose word aii 


things work, by whose guidance 
all things go, so order our inward life, 
that we may be enabled to understand 
the things that we see; and by Thy 
guidance in the spiritual life and in 
charity, so order what there is disordered 
in our lives, so bring our minds to the 
truth, our consciences to the law, our 
eyes to the light, and our hearts to Thy 
true love, that, amidst the seeming dis- 
cords of life, we may hear the music of 
the heavenly will, and catch ofttimes 
the charms of the heavenly order. So 
give us hope that we may pass on 
through time, into the higher and better 
education of the eternal life to come, and 
that at last we may know those things 
that are hidden, and which now we can- 
not know, and learn the glorious beauty 
and the glorious loving of the eternal 
years — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


130 May the Ninth 


OFFER up unto Thee my prayers 
and intercessions, for those espe- 
cially who have in any matter hurt, 
grieved, or found fault with me, or who 
have done me any damage or displeasure. 
For all those also whom, at any time, 
I may have vexed, troubled, burdened, 
and scandalized, by words or deeds, 
knowingly or in ignorance; that Thou 
wouldst grant us all equally pardon for 
our sins, and for our offences against 
each other. 

Take away from our hearts, O Lord, 
all suspiciousness, indignation, wrath, 
and contention, and whatsoever may 
hurt charity, and lessen brotherly love. 

Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy on 
those that crave Thy mercy, give grace 
unto them that stand in need thereof, 
and make us such as that we may be 
worthy to enjoy Thy grace, and go for- 
ward to life eternal — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


May the Tenth 13] 


Y God, I have again given way to 
temper, and said things I would 
fain have left unsaid. Just at a time 
when all seemed at peace around me, 
one little word of contradiction has 
thrown me back, and excited feelings 
which I thought were conquered forever. 
My Father, when shall I learn to give 
way to others, even though I may not 
agree entirely with them? Forsake me 
not, although I am self-confident. Teach 
me to yield more easily, to be more 
patient with those who argue with me. 
Fill me with grace to subdue all evil 
feelings; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


SHORT FAMILY PRAYERS 


1 


ET a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth; keep the door of my lips. 


PSALM I41:3 


132 May the Eleventh 


E ask not, O Father, for health 

or life. We make an offering 
to Thee of all our days. Thou hast 
counted them. We would know nothing 
more. All we ask is to die rather than 
live unfaithful to Thee; and, ifit be Thy 
will that we depart, let us die in patience 
and love Almighty God, who holdest 
in Thy hand the keys of the grave to 
open and close it at Thy will, give us not 
life, if we shall love it too well. Living 
or dying we would be Thine — Amen. 


FRANCOIS DE LA MOTHE FENELON 


(1651-1715) 
> 


GOD, Author of eternal light, do 

Thou shed forth continual day 
apon us who watch for Thee; that our 
lips may praise Thee, our life may bless 
Thee, our meditations may glorify Thee ; 
through Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D, 1085 


May the Twelfth 133 


RANT me, O Lord, the royalty of 
inward happiness, and the serenity 
which comes from living close to Thee. 
Daily renew in me the sense of joy, 
and let the Eternal Spirit of the Father 
dwell in my soul and body, filling every 
corner of my heart with light and grace, 
so that, bearing about with me the infec- 
tion of a good courage, I may be a dif- 
fuser of life, and may meet all ills and 
cross accidents with gallant and high- 
hearted happiness, giving Thee thanks 
always for all things — Amen. 


L. H. M. SOULSBY 


lk 


FATHER, light up the small duties 
of this day’s life: may they shine 
with the beauty of Thy countenance. 
May we believe that glory may dwell in 
the commonest task. For the sake of 
Tesus Christ our Lord we ask it — Amen. 


134 May the Thirteenth 


H, Lord, unto whom all hearts 
are open, Thou canst govern the 
vessel of my soul far better than I can. 
Arise, O Lord, and command the stormy 
wind and the troubled sea of my heart 
to be still, and at peace in Thee, that I 
may look up to Thee undisturbed, and 
abide in union with Thee, my Lord. 
Let me not be carried hither and thither 
by wandering thoughts; but, forgetting 
all else, let me see and hear Thee. Re- 
new my spirit; kindle in me Thy light, 
that it may shine within me, and my 
heart may burn in love and adoration 
towards Thee. Let Thy Holy Spirit 
dwell in me continually, and make me 
Thy temple and sanctuary, and fill me 
with divine love and light and life, 
with devout and heavenly thoughts, with 
comfort and strength, with joy and 
peace — Amen. 


JOHANN ARNDT (1555-1621) 


May the Fourteenth 135 
LORD, we beseech Thee to have 


compassion on those who in this 
life are burdened with perplexity, or 
troubled by manifold cares and distrac- 
tions. Help them to commit their 
cares to Thee, and to possess their souls 
in patience, and may Thy peace console 
them, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


+l 


LORD, support us all the day long 

of this troublous life, until the shad- 
ows lengthen, and the evening comes, and 
the busy world is hushed, and the fever 
of life is over, and our work is done. 
Then, in Thy great mercy, grant us a 
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace 
at the last; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 


136 May the Fifteenth 


GOD, who art Peace everlasting, 

whose chosen reward is the gift of 
peace, and who hast taught us that the 
peacemakers are Thy children, pour Thy 
peace into our souls, that everthing dis- 
cordant may utterly vanish, and all that 
makes for peace be sweet to us forever — 
Amen. 

MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


a 
LORD, who art a God ready to 


pardon, and of great kindness, re- 
move far from meall occasions and effects 
of causeless and inordinate anger. Give 
me a mild, a peaceable, a meek, and an 
humble spirit, that, remembering my 
own infirmities, I may bear with those of 
others; that I may think lowly of my- 
self, and not be angry when others also 
think lowly of me; that I may be patient 
towards all men, gentle and easy to be 
entreated; that Thou mayest be so 
towards me — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


May the Sixteenth 137 


E pray Thee to compassionate 

our weakness, O Lord, to guard 

us in peril, to direct us in doubt, and to 

save us from falling into sin. From the 

evil that is around and within us, gra- 

ciously deliver us. Make the path of 

duty plain before us, and keep us in it 
even unto the end — Amen. 


KING’S CHAPEL LITURGY (1831) 


i 


LMIGHTY and merciful God, who 
dost grant unto Thy faithful people 

the grace to make every path of life tem- 
poral the strait and narrow way which 
leadeth unto life eternal, grant that we, 
who know that we have no strength of 
ourselves to help ourselves, and therefore 
do put all our trust in Thine almighty 
power, may, by the assistance of Thy 
heavenly grace, always prevail in all 
things against whatsoever shall arise to 
fight against us; through Jesus Christ 


— Amen. 
ROMAN BREVIARY 


138 May the Seventeenth 


ATE have I loved Thee, O Thou 
Eternal Truth and Goodness: late 
have I sought Thee, my Father! But 
Thou didst seek me, and, when Thou 
shinedst forth upon me, then I knew 
Thee and learnt to love Thee. I thank 
Thee, O my Light, that Thou didst thus 
shine upon me; that Thou didst teach 
my soul what Thou wouldst be to me, 
and didst incline Thy face in pity unto 
me. Thou, Lord, hast become my 
Hope, my Comfort, my Strength, my 
All! In Thee doth my soul rejoice. 
The darkness vanished from before 
mine eyes, and I beheld Thee, the Sun 
of Righteousness. When I loved dark- 
ness, I knew Thee not, but wandered 
on from night to night. But Thou 
didst lead me out of that blindness; 
Thou didst take me by the hand and 
call me to Thee, and now I can thank 
Thee, and Thy mighty voice which 
hath penetrated to my inmost heart — 
Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


May the Eighteenth 139 


THOU, who art, beyond all human 
telling, 

Beautiful, adorable, and lovely, 

Thou who revivest our souls, 

Thou who fillest our lives with joy, 

Thou whose touch on our hearts is bliss, 
deathless and ineffable, 

Thou at whose word of love monotony 
and despair flee away, 

Thou who makest the desert a garden 
with the sweet fragrance of Thy 
presence, 

Thou with whom to live, in humble 
poverty and weakness, 

Is the splendor of eternal life, 

Give us the light and glory and joy 

Of Thy perfect friendship — Amen. 


JOHN Ss. HOYLAND 


140 May the Nineteenth 
LMIGHTY God, Father of mer- 


cies, be pleased to work in me 
what Thou hast commanded should be 
in me. Give me, O Lord, the grace of 
an earnest sorrow, — turn my sin into 
repentance, and let my repentance pro- 
ceed to pardon; and teach me so dili- 
gently to watch over all my actions that 
I may never trangress Thy holy laws 
willingly, but that it may be the work 
of my life to obey Thee, the joy of my 
soul to please Thee, and the perfection of 
my desires to live with Thee in the king- 
dom of Thy grace and glory — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


1 


GOD, the Life of the faithful, the 
Bliss of the righteous: mercifully 
receive the prayers of thy suppliants, that 
the souls which thirst for thy promises 
may evermore be filled from thine abun- 
dance, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 


Amen. 
GELASIAN, A.D. 492 


May the Twentieth 14] 


RACIOUS Lord, in whom are laid 

up all the treasures of knowledge 

and wisdom, direct me in the ways of 

life; remove from me the ways of death. 

Give me a soft and meek spirit, that I 

may help the succorless, and comfort 

the comfortless)5 O my dear Lord, 

pardon me for the neglect of this duty, 

and make me to redeem the time with a 
cheerful constancy — Amen. 


THE PENITENT PILGRIM, 1641 


7 


GOD, who art Love, grant to Thy 

children to bear one another’s bur- 
dens in perfect goodwill, that Thy peace 
which passeth understanding may keep 
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our 
Lord — Amen. 


BOOK OF HOURS, 1865 


142 May the Twenty-first 
THOU full of compassion, I com- 


mit and commend myself unto 
Thee, in whom I am, and live, and know. 
Be Thou the Goal of my pilgrimage, 
and my Rest by the way. Let my-soul 
take refuge from the crowding turmoil 
of worldly thoughts beneath the shadow 
of Thy wings; let my heart, this sea of 
restless waves, find peace in Thee, O 
God. Thou bounteous Giver of all good 
gifts, give to him who is weary refresh- 
ing food; gather our distracted thoughts 
and powers into harmony again; and 
set the prisoner free. See, he stands at 
Thy door and knocks; be it opened to 
him, that he may enter with a free step, 
and be quickened by Thee. For Thou 
art the Well-spring of Life, the Light of 
eternal Brightness, wherein the just 
live who love Thee. Be it unto me 
according to Thy word — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


May the Twenty-second 143 
SHEPHERD of the sheep, who 


didst promise to carry the lambs 
in Thine arms, and to lead us by the 
still waters, help us to know the peace 
which passeth understanding. Give us 
to drink that heavenly draught which is 
life, the calm patience which is content 
to bear what Thou givest. Have mercy 
upon us, and hear our prayers. Lead 
us gently when we pass through the 
valley of the shadow of death. Guide 
us, till at last, in the assembly of Thy 
saints, we may find rest forevermore — 


Amen. 
GEORGE DAWSON 


sy 


GOD, of surpassing goodness, 
whom the round world with one 
voice doth praise for Thy sweet benig- 
nity ; we pray Thee to remove from us all 
error, that so we may perform Thy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


144 May the Twenty-third 


HOLY Spirit, who, in all ages 

hast comforted and strengthened 
martyrs and confessors; who hast ever 
been the sustaining comfort and sweet 
refreshment of the sorrowful and the 
suffering; who sheddest abroad love, 
joy, and peace in the hearts of the faith- 
ful and obedient followers of Christ; 
grant that we may be filled with all the 
fulness of Thy gifts of grace; that by 
Thy holy inspiration we may think 
those things that be good, and, by Thy 
merciful guiding, may perform the same 
— Amen. 

TREASURY OF DEVOTION, 1869 


_ 


HEAVENLY King, Thou Com- 

forter and Spirit of truth, who art 
in every place, and fillest the whole world 
with the treasures of Thy goodness; O 
Life-giver, come into our hearts and dwell 
there, and save our souls alive, and unto 
Thee be glory now and evermore — 


Amen. BOOK OF HouRs, 1865 


May the Twenty-fourth 145 


GOD, who makest cheerfulness 

the companion of strength, but 
apt to take wings in time of sorrow, we 
humbly beseech Thee that if, in Thy 
sovereign wisdom, Thou sendest weak- 
ness, yet for Thy mercy’s sake deny us 
not the comfort of patience; and, since 
the fretfulness of our spirits is more 
hurtful than the heaviness of our burden, 
grant us that heavenly calmness which 
comes of owning Thy hand in all things, 
and patience in the trust that Thou 
doest all things well — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


a 


RANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty 
God, that we, who in our tribula- 

tion are yet of good cheer because of Thy 
loving-kindness, may find Thee mighty 
to save from all dangers, through Jesus 


Christ — Amen. 
ROMAN BREVIARY 


146 May the Twenty-fifth 
LORD God Almighty, who givest 


power to the faint, and increasest 
strength to them that have no might! 
without Thee I can do nothing, but by 
Thy gracious assistance I am enabled 
for the performance of every duty laid 
upon me. Lord of power and love! 
I come, trusting in Thine almighty 
strength, and Thine infinite goodness, 
to beg from Thee what is wanting in 
myself; even that grace which shall 
help me such to be, and such to do, as 
Thou wouldest have me. O my God! 
let Thy grace be sufficient for me, and 
ever present with me, that I may do all 
things as I ought. I will trust in Thee, 
in whom is everlasting strength. Be 
Thou my Helper, to carry me on beyond 
my own strength, and to make all that 
I think, and speak, and do, acceptable 
in Thy sight, through Jesus Christ — 
Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 


May the Twenty-sixth 147 


ORD, our God, great, eternal, 
wonderful in glory, who keepest 
covenant and promises for those that 
love Thee with their whole heart; who 
art the Life of all, the Help of those that 
flee unto Thee, the Hope of those who 
cry unto Thee; cleanse us from our 
sins, secret and open, and from every 
thought displeasing to Thy goodness, 
-~—cleanse our bodies and souls, our 
hearts and consciences, that with a pure 
heart and a clear soul, with perfect love 
and calm hope, we may venture confi- 
dently and fearlessly to pray unto Thee 

— Amen. 

COPTIC LITURGY OF ST. BASIL 


2 


ORD, keep me ever near to Thee. 

Let nothing separate me from Thee, 

let nothing keep me back from Thee. If 

I fall, bring me back quickly to Thee, 

and make me hope in Thee, trust in 
Thee, love Thee everlastingly — Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


148 May the Twenty-seventh 


THOU who hast created all things, 

O Thou who knowest all things, 
O Father who seest all our weaknesses, 
all our faults, but who likewise hearest 
the sighing of all contrite hearts, teach 
us who know but darkly and who see but 
a little way, to trust ourselves and all 
dear to us, without fear or doubt, to Thy 
never-failing love, that, with minds 
stayed on Thee, we may have perfect 
peace, in all our joys remembering 
Thee, in all our sorrows not cast down, 
and able through the bitterness of tears 
to say, “Thy will be done.” — Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


a 


E beseech Thee, O Lord, give 

strength to the weary, aid to the 
sufferers, comfort to the sad, and help to 
those in tribulation — Amen. 


AMBROSIAN SACRAMENTARY 


May the Twenty-eighth 149 


MAKE Thy way plain before my 

face. Support me this day under 
all the difficulties I shall meet with. I 
offer myself to Thee, O God, this day, 
to do in me, and with me, as to Thee 
seems most meet — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


ay 


LMIGHTY God, who wast, and art, 

and art to come, Eternal Home of 

man, Refuge of the weary, Strength of 
the weak, — of Thy loving-kindness and 
tender mercy grant unto us that we, 
being guided by Thy good Spirit, and 
coming with lowly hearts unto Thee, 
may know Thy truth, feel Thy light, 
drink of the living water, and eat of the 
bread of heaven; and that, passing 
through the gate of death, we may 
enter at last into the life everlasting, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen, 


GEORGE DAWSON 


150 May the Twenty-ninth 
UR Father, unto Thee, in the light 


of our Saviour’s blessed life, we 
would lift our souls) We thank Thee 
for that true Light shining in our world 
with still increasing brightness. We 
thank Thee for all who have walked 
therein, and especially for those near to 
us and dear, in whose lives we have 
seen Thine excellent glory and beauty. 
May we know that in the body and out 
of the body they are with Thee, and that 
when these earthly days come to an end, 
it is not that our service of Thee and 
of one another may cease, but that it 
may begin anew. Make us glad in all 
who have faithfully lived; make us glad 
in all who have peacefully died. Lift 
us into light and love and purity and 
blessedness, and give us at last our 
portion with those who have trusted in 
Thee and sought, in small things as in 
great, in things temporal and things 
eternal, to do Thy holy Will — Amen. 


RUFUS ELLIS 


May the Thirtieth 15] 
THOU Lover of souls, we thank 


Thee for those dear to us who have 
departed this life, and who now see Thee 
no longer through a glass darkly, but 
know even as they areknown. We bless 
Thee that Thou gatherest Thy children, 
one by one, from the strife and weariness 
of time to the peace of the everlasting 
years. We thank Thee for the joys of 
the earth, and of this life, while they 
last; but we also bless Thee for their 
close, and for the hope of what lies be- 
yond them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


ik 
GOD, who hast made us in Thine 


own image and likeness, and hast 
placed that image perfectly before us in 
the life of Thy dear Son, give us strength 
and determination to act habitually as 
in Thy sight, and according to Thy will, 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


152 May the Thirty-first 


E give Thee thanks, yea, more 

than thanks, O Lord our God, 
for all Thy goodness at all times and in 
all places, because Thou hast shielded, 
rescued, helped, and guided us all the 
days of our lives, and brought us unto 
this hour. We pray and beseech Thee, 
merciful God, to grant in Thy goodness 
that we may spend this day, and all the 
time of our lives, without sin, in fulness 
of joy, holiness, and reverence of Thee. 
But drive away from us, O Lord, all 
envy, all fear, and all temptations. 
Bestow upon us what is good and meet. 
Whatever sin we commit in thought, 
word, or deed, do Thou in Thy goodness 
and mercy be pleased to pardon. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, through the grace, mercy, 
and love of Thine only begotten Son — 
Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. MARK (175-254?) 


June the First 153 
ROTECT, O Lord, Thy suppliants, 


support their weakness, and wash 
away their earthly stains; and while 
they walk amid the darkness of this 
mortal life, do Thou ever quicken them 
by Thy light; deliver them in Thy 
mercy from all evils, and grant them to 
attain the height of good; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 440 


ik 


E our Shepherd, O Lord, we entreat 
Thee, and may we receive all good 
things from Thy sweetness; so that, ob- 
taining an eternal habitation in Thy 
tabernacles, we may be filled with the 
plenteousness of Thine everlasting cup, 
through Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


154 June the Second 


EITHER in life nor in death is 
there aught to fear, 
For Love indwells and sustains the Whole. 


In life there is nought to fear, 

For step by step, like little children, 

Weareled by Him who holdeth our hands, 

By Him who hath crowned our lives, 
day by day, 

With His wonders of beauty and love 
and delight. 


In death there is nought to fear, 

For there, also, love is supreme, 

There also God’s hand shall guide us, 
as little children. 


Death is nought but the passage at last 

From this our darkness and gloom to 
yonder splendor of light, 

From this our half-knowledge, half- 
friendship, half-goodness, 

To that perfection : 

From this our death 

To that fullness and freedom of life — 
Amen. 

JOHN S. HOYLAND 


June the Third 155 


RANT, Lord, that I may not, for 
one moment, admit willingly into 
my soul any thought contrary to Thy 
love — Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


ay 


LMIGHTY God, grant that, by the 
faithful practice of the things that 
we know to be true, our hearts may be 
purged of all evil thoughts and desires, 
and we be brought back again to some- 
thing of the pureness of spirit by which 
alone Thou mayest be served. Forgive 
all our wanderings from the light. 
Grant that we may escape this great 
condemnation — that, light having come 
into the world, we have chosen darkness 
rather than light. Show us the light, 
and cause us to live in it, and by it to 
pass through the shadow of death with 
safety, and to abide with it for evermore. 
Hear us of Thy mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 
GEORGE DAWSON 


156 June the Fourth 
LMIGHTY God, unto whom all 


hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love Thee, and worthily 
magnify Thy holy Name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GREGORIAN SACRAMENTARY, 
A.D. 590, B. C. P. 


oy 


GOD, be merciful to all who 

groan under the bondage of their 
sins, and show Thy grace to those who 
are burdened with the memory of their 
offences; that, as not one of us is free 
from fault, so not one may be shut out 
from pardon; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY 


June the Fifth 157 


HOLY Spirit, Love of God, in- 

fuse Thy grace, and descend plenti- 
fully into my heart; enlighten the dark 
corners of this neglected dwelling, and 
scatter there Thy cheerful beams; dwell 
in that soul that longs to be Thy temple; 
water that barren soil, over-run with 
weeds and briars, and lost for want of 
cultivating, and make it fruitful with 
Thy dew from heaven. Oh, come, Thou 
refreshment of them that languish and 
faint. Come, Thou Star and Guide of 
them that sail in the tempestuous sea of 
the world; Thou only Haven of the 
tossed and shipwrecked. Come, Thou 
Glory and Crown of the living, and only 
Safeguard of the dying. Come, Holy 
Spirit, in much mercy, and make me fit 
to receive Thee — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


158 June the Sixth 


N Thee, O Lord God, I place my 
whole hope and refuge; on Thee I 
rest all my tribulation and anguish; 
for I find all to be weak and inconstant, 
whatsoever I behold out of Thee. For 
many friends cannot profit, nor strong 
helpers assist, nor the books of the 
learned afford comfort, nor any place, 
however retired and lovely, give shelter, 
unless Thou Thyself dost assist, 
strengthen, console, instruct, and guard 
us. For all things that seem to belong 
to the attainment of peace and felicity, 
without Thee, are nothing, and do bring 
in truth no felicity at all. Thou there- 
fore art the Fountain of all that is 
good; and to hope in Thee above all 
things is the strongest comfort of Thy 
servants. To Thee, therefore, do I lift 
up mine eyes; in Thee, my God, the 
Father of mercies, do I put my trust — 
Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


June the Seventh 159 


THOU, who satisfiest the desires 

of the hearts that Thou hast made, 
and who refreshest those who are weary, 
our longings praise Thee, our desires wor- 
ship Thee, and our whole natures call 
aloud for Thee. Enable us so to rise 
to Thee that — having thus risen — we 
may love all that Thou lovest, and 
care for every one for whom Thou 
carest, and for every thing that is dear 
to Thee. Prepare our hearts, we be- 
seech Thee, to delight in whatsoever is 
true and beautiful and good, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


ay 


O THOU who fillest heaven and 
earth, ever acting, ever at rest; 
Thou who teachest the hearts of the 
faithful without the din of words, teach 
us, we pray Thee, through Jesus Christ 


our Lord — Amen. 
ST. AUGUSTINE 


160 June the Eighth 


GOD, the Light of every heart 

that sees Thee, the Life of every 
soul that loves Thee, the Strength of 
every mind that seeks Thee, grant me 
ever to continue steadfast in Thy holy 
love. Be Thou the joy of my heart; take 
it all to Thyself, and therein abide. The 
house of my soul is, I confess, too narrow 
for Thee; do Thou enlarge it, that Thou 
mayest enter in; it is ruinous, but do 
Thou repair it. It has that within 
which must offend Thine eyes; I con- 
fess and know it; but whose help shall 
I implore in cleansing it but Thine alone? 
To Thee, therefore, I cry urgently, 
begging that Thou wilt cleanse me from 
my secret faults, and keep Thy servant 
from presumptuous sins, that they never 
get dominion over me — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


i 


LORD, forgive what I have been, 
sanctify what I am; and order 
what I shall be — Amen. 


June the Ninth 16] 
NCLINE, O Lord, Thy merciful 


ears, and illuminate the darkness 
of our hearts by the light of Thy visita- 
tion — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492 


ks 
LMIGHTY God, Lord of the storm 


and of the calm, the vexed sea and 
the quiet haven, of day and of night, of 
life and of death, — grant unto us so to 
have our hearts stayed upon Thy faith- 
fulness, Thine unchangingness and love, 
that, whatsoever betide us, however 
black the cloud or dark the night, with 
quiet faith trusting in Thee we may 
look upon Thee with untroubled eye, 
and walking in lowliness towards Thee, 
and in lovingness towards one another, 
abide all storms and troubles of this 
mortal life, beseeching Thee that they 
may turn to the soul’s true good. 
We ask it for Thy mercy’s sake, shown 
in Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 

GEORGE DAWSON 


162 June the Tenth 


GOD, in whom is neither near nor 

far, through Thee we yearn for 
those who belong to us, and who are not 
here with us. We would fain be near 
them to shield them from harm and to 
touch them with the tenderness of love. 
We cast our cares for them on Thee 
in this evening hour, and pray Thee to do 
better for them than we could do. May 
no distance have power to wean their 
hearts from us, and no sloth of ours 
cause us to lag behind the even pace of 
growth. In due time restore them to 
us, and gladden our souls with their 
sweet sight. We remember too the 
loved ones into whose dear eyes we 
cannot look again. O God in whom are 
both the living and the dead, Thou art 
still their life and light as Thou art ours. 
Wherever they be, lay Thy hand ten- 
derly upon them, and grant that some 
day we may meet again, and hear once 
more their broken words of love — 
Amen. 


WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


June the Eleventh 163 


THOU in whom we live and move 

and have our being, who seest 
where we are blind, who knowest where 
we are ignorant, do as Thou thinkest 
fit with us this day. We implore Thee 
to be the crown of all our joys, our 
abiding shelter in every sorrow, the 
Good Shepherd of Thv flock through- 
out the world, leadixg them through 
weariness and trouble here to Thy 
heavenly fold on high, where peace 
and joy forever dwell, and where Thou 
wilt be all in all — Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


oy 


Y God, I believe in Thy perfect 
goodness and wisdom and mercy. 

What Thou doest I cannot now under- 
stand; but I shall one day see it all 
plainly. Meanwhile I accept Thy will, 
whatever it be, unquestioning, without 


reserve — Amen. 
H. L. SIDNEY LEAR 


164 June the Twelfth 
LMIGHTY and eternal God, there 


is no number of Thy days or of 
Thy mercies: Thou hast sent us into 
this world to serve Thee, and to live 
according to Thy laws. O dear Lord, 
look upon us in mercy and pity: let 
Thy Holy Spirit lead us through this 
world with safety and peace, with holi- 
ness and religion, with spiritual com- 
forts and joy in the Holy Ghost; that, 
when we have served Thee in our gen- 
eration, we may be gathered unto our 
fathers, having the testimony of a holy 
conscience, in the confidence of a certain 
faith, and the comforts of a reasonable, 
religious, and holy hope, and _ perfect 
charity with Thee our God and all the 
world; that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, may be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


June the Thirteenth 165 


GRACIOUS Father, keep me 

through Thy Holy Spirit; keep 
my heart soft and tender now in health 
and amidst the bustle of the world; keep 
the thought of Thyself present to me as 
my Father in Jesus Christ; and keep 
alive in mea spirit of love and meekness 
to all men, that I may be at once gentle 
and active and firm. O strengthen me 
to bear pain, or sickness, or danger, or 
whatever Thou shalt be pleased to lay 
upon me, as Christ’s soldier and servant ; 
and let my faith overcome the world 
daily. Perfect and bless the work of 
Thy Spirit in the hearts of all Thy 
people, and may Thy kingdom come, 
and Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven. I pray for this, and for all that 
Thou seest me to need, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake — Amen. 


THOMAS ARNOLD 


166 June the Fourteenth 


THOU most sweet and loving 

Lord, Thou knowest mine in- 
firmities, and the necessities which I 
endure; in how great evils and sins I 
am involved; how often I am weighed 
down, tempted, and disturbed by them. 
I entreat of Thee consolation and sup- 
port. I speak to Thee who knowest all 
things, to whom all my inward thoughts 
are open, and who alone canst perfectly 
comfort and help me. Thou knowest 
what things I stand in most need of. 
Behold, I stand before Thee poor and 
naked, calling for grace, and imploring 
mercy. Refresh Thy hungry suppli- 
cant, kindle my coldness with the fire of 
Thy love, enlighten my blindness with 
the brightness of Thy presence. Suffer 
me not to go away from Thee hungry and 
dry, but deal mercifully with me, as 
oftentimes Thou hast dealt wonderfully 
with Thy saints — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


June the Fifteenth 167 
RANT unto us, Almighty God, 


in all time of sore distress, the 
comfort of the forgiveness of our sins. 
In time of darkness give us blessed hope, 
in time of sickness of body give us quiet 
courage; and when the heart is bowed 
down, and the soul is very heavy, and 
life is a burden, and pleasure a weari- 
ness, and the sun is too bright, and 
life too mirthful, then may that Spirit, 
the Spirit of the Comforter, come upon 
us, and after our darkness may there be 
the clear shining of the heavenly light; 
that so, being uplifted again by Thy 
mercy, we may pass on through this 
our mortal life with quiet courage, 
patient hope, and unshaken trust, hop- 
ing through Thy loving-kindness and 
tender mercy to be delivered from death 
into the large life of the eternal years. 
Hear us of Thy mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


168 June the Sixteenth 


UR heavenly Father, we rejoice in 
the blessed communion of all 
Thy saints, wherein Thou givest us also 
to have part. We remember before 
Thee all who have departed this life in 
Thy faith and love, and especially those 
most dear to us. We thank Thee for 
our present fellowship with them, for 
our common hope, and for the promise 
of future joy. Oh, let the cloud of wit- 
nesses, the innumerable company of 
those who have gone before, and entered 
into rest, be to us for an example of 
godly life, and even now may we be 
refreshed with their joy; that so with 
patience we may run the race that yet 
remains before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith; 
and obtain an entrance into the ever- 
lasting kingdom, the glorious assembly 
of the saints, and with them ever wor- 
ship and adore Thy glorious Name, 
world without end — Amen. 


BOOK OF PRAYERS, 1851 


June the Seventeenth 169 


LORD God of our fathers, we bless 

Thy holy name, Thy grace and 

mercy for all those who have gone before 

us to rest in Thee; all, in all vocations, 

who have pleased Thee. And, we pray 

Thee, give us also grace to walk before 

Thee as they walked, in righteousness 

and self-denial, that, having labored as 

they labored, we may afterwards rest 
as they rest — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G, ROSSETTI 


vy 


O GOD, we pray Thee to have in 
Thy holy keeping those precious 
souls, nearest and dearest to us, who 
have departed this life in Thy faith and 
love. Grant them eternal joy in Thy 
service. Give them peace and rest in 
Thy presence, and bring them to that 
glorious perfection promised to Thy 
saints; for the sake of Him who died 
and rose again for us, Thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


170 June the Eighteenth 


ORD, do not permit my trials to 
be above my strength; and do 
Thou vouchsafe to be my strength and 
comfort in the time of trial. Give me 
grace to take in good part whatever 
shall befall me; and let my heart 
acknowledge it to be the Lord’s doing, 
and to come from Thy Providence, 
and not by chance. May I receive 
everything from Thy hand with patience 
and with joy — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


i 


LORD, who orderest all things for 

us in infinite wisdom and love, who 
knowest my weakness, and every beat- 
ing and aching of my heart, blindly I, 
blind, give myself unto Thy tender, 
loving heart. Only give me grace to 
think, speak, act, feel, as shall please 
Thy love — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


June the Nineteenth 17] 


ORD God Almighty, who art our 
true Peace, and Love eternal; 
enlighten our souls with the brightness of 
Thy peace, and purify our consciences 
with the sweetness of Thy love, that we 
may with peaceful hearts wait for the 
Author of peace, and in the adversities 
of this world may ever have Thee for our 
Guardian and Protector; and so, being 
fenced about by Thy care, may heartily 
give ourselves to the love of Thy peace 
— Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. ‘JOO 


ay 


E entreat Thy mercy with our 

whole heart, that, as Thou defend- 
est us against things adverse to the body, 
so Thou wilt set us free from the enemies 
of the soul; and, as Thou grantest us to 
rejoice in outward tranquillity, so vouch- 
safe to us Thine inward peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 440 


I72 June the Twentieth 
RISE, O Spirit of Life, that through 


Thee we may begin to live; 
descend upon us and transform us into 
such human beings as Thy heart longs 
to see us, renewed into the image of 
Christ, and going on from glory to 
glory. O God, Thou Supreme Good, 
make Thyself known to us, and glorify 
Thyself in our inner being — Amen. 


GERHARD TERSTEEGEN, 1731! 


ey 


GOD, Creator and Master of the 

world, mercifully protect Thy 
creature, made in Thine image, in these 
morning hours. Deliver me from de- 
spondency and slothfulness; grant me 
joy and vigor of soul, so that with a glad 
heart I may praise Thy mercy, Thy holi- 
ness, at every hour and in every place. 
For Thou, O Lord, art my Creator and 
the Master of my life — Amen. 


June the Twenty-first 173 


BIDE with us, O Lord, this night, 
that the brightness of Thy love 
may be around us, and that the darkness 
be not dark. Abide with us, O Lord, 
this night, for in loneliness we are not 
alone if Thou be nigh. Abide with the 
sick, the sorrowful, the forsaken, and 
the weary, O Lord, to strengthen, to 
comfort, to cheer, and to give rest. 
Shield us all from that darkness of the 
soul which seeth Thee not, that loneli- 
ness of the heart which heareth not Thy 
voice. Abide with us through life, and 
in the valley of the shadow of death 
forsake us not, but bid us be of good 
courage, for Thou art with us still. 
Blessing and glory and thanksgiving 
be unto Thee, O God, forever — Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


174 June the Twenty-second 
ATHER, with thankful and humble 


hearts we appear before Thee. 
We would thank Thee for all the benefits 
that we have received from Thy good- 
ness: it is to Thy blessing we owe what 
success we have found. Every oppor- 
tunity for doing good; every impulse in 
the right way; each victory we have 
gained over ourselves; every thought of 
Thy presence, O Father ; every silent but 
loving glance on the example of our 
Pattern, Thy Son our Lord — all are 
alike Thy gifts tous. Give us strength 
and wisdom to walk faithfully and joy- 
fully in the way of willing obedience to 
Thy laws, and cheerful trust in Thy 
love. The best thanksgiving we can 
offer to Thee is to live according to Thy 
holy will; grant us every day to offer it 
more perfectly, and to grow in the 
knowledge of Thy will and the love 
thereof, for evermore — Amen. 


MICHAEL SAILER (1751-1832) 


June the Twenty-third 175 


ASK, dear Lord, that Thou would- 

est make me wholly Thine. Pene- 
trate me wholly with Thyself, that Thou 
mayest be all in all in me; be Thou the 
Soul of my soul. Lord, I am weary of 
myself, weary of being so unlike Thee, 
of being so far away from Thee. Abide 
with me, then, — abide in me. Let no 
sorrow keep me away from Thee; let 
no loneliness or desolation of soul affright 
me. Let me not think of Thee as one 
afar off; let me not think of Thee as a 
severe judge, since Thou Thyself comest 
unto me, and fallest on the neck of Thy 
poor prodigal, and givest me the kiss of 
peace. Thou wilt not let those go empty 
away who come to Thee from far. Lord, 
I am come to Thee from far, the far-off 
land of my miseries and my sins. But 
Thou hast brought me nigh — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


176 June the Twenty-fourth 


GOD, the Strength of the weak, 

the Friend of sinners, and the Com- 
fort of the sorrowful; grant Thy mighty 
protection to the tempted; reveal Thy 
grace to the fallen; maintain the faith 
of those who are persecuted for right- 
eousness’ sake, and give the consolation 
of Thy presence to those who are disap-~ 
pointed, embittered, lonely, or in de- 
spair, for Thy mercies’ sake — Amen. 


DIVINE SERVICE 


x 


E bring before Thee, O Lord, the 

troubles and perils of peoples 
and nations, the sighing of prisoners and 
captives, the sorrows of the bereaved, 
the necessities of strangers, the helpless- 
ness of the weak, the despondency of 
the weary, the failing powers of the 
aged. O Lord, draw near to each, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


ST. ANSELM 


June the Twenty-fifth 17 


LORD, our Guide even unto 

death, grant us, I pray Thee, 
grace to follow Thee whithersoever Thou 
goest. In little daily duties to which 
Thou callest us, bow down our wills to 
simple obedience, patience under pain 
or provocation, strict truthfulness of 
word and manner, humility, kindness: 
in great acts of duty or perfection, if 
Thou shouldest call us to them, uplift 
us to self-sacrifice, heroic courage, lay- 
ing down of life for Thy Truth’s sake or 
for a brother — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


vy 


GOD, the Might of all them that 

put their trust in Thee, grant that 
we may be more than conquerors over all 
that make war upon our souls, and, in 
the end, may enter into perfect peace in 
Thy presence — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


178 June the Twenty-sixth 


ORD, do Thou turn me all into 

love, and all my love into obedi- 
ence, and let my obedience be without 
interruption; and then I hope Thou 
wilt accept such a return as I can make. 
Make me to be something that Thou 
delightest in, and Thou shalt have all 
that I am or have from Thee, even what- 
soever Thou makest fit for Thyself — 
Amen. 

JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


= 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
from whom cometh every good 
and perfect gift, mercifully grant that 
the frequent meditation of Thine infinite 
goodness may make us to love Thee 
above all things; that we may here 
steadfastly believe what we do not see, 
and, hereafter, in the blessed vision of 
Thy glory, see what we now cannot com- 
prehend; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


BOOK OF Hours, 1865 


June the Twenty-seventh 179 


THOU who art heroic love, keep 

alive in our hearts that adventur- 
ous spirit which makes men scorn the 
way of safety, so that Thy will be done. 
For so only, O Lord, shall we be worthy 
of those courageous souls who in every 
age have ventured all in obedience to 
Thy call, and for whom the trumpets 
have sounded on the other side; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


a 


LORD, renew our spirits, and draw 

our hearts unto Thyself, that our 
work may not be to us a burden, but a 
delight; and give us such a mighty love 
to Theeas may sweeten all our obedience. 
Oh, let us not serve Thee with the spirit 
of bondage as slaves, but with the cheer- 
fulness and gladness of children, delight- 
ing ourselves in Thee and rejoicing in 
Thy work — Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 


180 June the Twenty-eighth 


LMIGHTY God, our only true 
and lasting light, look upon us 
with Thy constant mercy; when our 
eyes no longer behold those whom we 
have loved, we turn to Thee. Strengthen 
our faith that, though gone from our 
sight, they are in some other of Thy 
divine mansions, and that one day the 
door of death shall open, and we, passing 
through, shall behold them radiant with 
Thy light. Comfort us, strengthen us, 
guide us to the end, and afterward 
receive us to Thy glory — Amen. 


ay 


LMIGHTY God, Lord of all saints 

and of all souls, look upon us, and 

so guideand govern us by Thy Spirit that 

we may comeatlast to take part with that 

great host, who, looking back upon the 

way in which they have been led, praise 
and magnify Thy holy name — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


June the Twenty-ninth 18] 


Y Father, grant me rest for body 
and soul, now the day is past. 
Forgive all that I have done amiss since 
the morning; the actual sin, the care- 
less word, the false shame which pre- 
vented my checking wrong in others. 
Lord, Thou knowest the weakness of my 
heart. Teach me to know myself better. 
If it please Thee to raise me up again 
another day, let me, by Thy grace, 
devote my life more entirely to Thee, 
not shrinking from social duties, but in 
them glorifying Thy holy name. Grant 
this for Jesus’ sake, O Lord — Amen. 


SHORT DAILY PRAYERS 


i 


FATHER, calm the turbulence of 
our passions; quiet the throbbing 
of our hopes; repress the waywardness 
of our wills; direct the motions of our 
affections; and sanctify the varieties of 
our lot — Amen. 
MARY CARPENTER 


182 June the Thirtieth 


RANT me, even me, my dearest 

Lord, to know Thee, and love 
Thee, and rejoice in Thee. And, if I 
cannot do these perfectly in this life, 
let me at least advance to higher degrees 
every day, till I can come to do them in 
perfection. Let the knowledge of Thee 
increase in me here, that it may be full 
hereafter. Let the love of Thee grow 
every day more and more here, that 
it may be perfect hereafter; that my 
joy may be great in itself, and full in 
Thee. I know, O God, that Thou art 
a God of truth, O make good Thy gra- 
cious promises to me, that my joy may 
be full — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


ay 


GOD, who makest all things work 

together for good to them that love 
Thee, pour into our hearts such steadfast 
love to Thee, that those desires which 
spring from Thee may not be turned 
aside by any temptation — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


July the First © 183 


MY Lord, in Thine arms I am safe; 

keep me, and I have nothing to 
fear; give me up, and IJ have nothing to 
hope for. I know nothing about the 
future, but I rely upon Thee. I pray 
Thee to give me what is good for me. 
I leave it all to Thee, because Thou 
knowest andI donot. If Thou bringest 
pain or sorrow on me, give me grace to 
bear it well; keep me from fretfulness 
and selfishness. If Thou givest me 
health and strength and success in this 
world, keep me ever on my guard lest 
these great gifts carry me away from 
Thee. Give me to know Thee, to believe 
on Thee, to love Thee, to serve Thee, to 
live to and for Thee. Give me to die 
just at that time and in that way which 
is most for Thy glory — Amen. 


JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 


184 July the Second 
HEAVENLY Father, subdue in 


me whatever is contrary to Thy 
holy will. Grant that I may ever study 
to know Thy will, that I may know how 
to please Thee. 
Grant, O God, that I may never run 
into those temptations which in my 
prayers I desire to avoid — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


‘1 


ORD, give us hearts never to forget 
Thy love; but to dwell therein 
whatever we do, whether we sleep or 
wake, live or die, or rise again to the life 
thatis tocome. For Thy love is eternal 
life and everlasting rest; for this is life 
eternal to know Thee and Thy infinite 
goodness. Therefore, O Thou, whose name 
and essence is Love, enkindle our hearts, 
enlighten our understandings, sanctify 
our wills, and fill all the thoughts of our 
hearts, for Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


JOHANN ARNDT (1555-1621) 


July the Third 185 
RACIOUS Lord, who apprehendest 


the sighing of a contrite heart 
before it be uttered; make us, we 
beseech Thee, the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, that we may be defended by the 
shield of Thy celestial goodness, through 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


i 


while we walk in the way, and long 

to reach the Country; so that, fol- 
lowing Thy light, we may keep the way 
of righteousness, and never wander away 
into the horrible darkness of this world’s 
night, while Thou, who art the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, art shining 
within us — Amen. 


J writ our Master, do Thou meet us 


MOZARABIC SACRAMENTARY, 
BEFORE A.D. 700 


186 July the Fourth 


GOD, who art, and wast, and 

art to come, before whose face 
the generations rise and pass away; 
age after age the living seek Thee, and 
find that of Thy faithfulness there is no 
end. Our fathers in their pilgrimage 
walked by Thy guidance, and rested on 
Thy compassion: still to their children 
be Thou the cloud by day, the fire by 
night. In our manifold temptations, 
Thou alone knowest and art ever nigh: 
in sorrow, Thy pity revives the fainting 
soul: in our prosperity and ease, it is 
Thy Spirit only that can wean us from 
our pride and keep us low. O Thou sole 
Source of peace and righteousness! take 
now the veil from every heart; and join 
us in one communion with Thy prophets 
and saints who have trusted in Thee, and 
were not ashamed. Not of our worthi- 
ness, but of Thy tender mercy, hear our 
prayer — Amen. 


JAMES MARTINEAU 


July the Fifth 187 
O GOD our Father, help us to a 


deeper trust in the life everlasting. 
May we feel that this love which is now, 
ever shall be; this robe of the flesh is 
Thy gift to Thy child, and, when it is 
worn out, Thou wilt clothe him again; 
this work of life is the work Thou hast 
given us to do, and, when it is done, 
Thou wilt give us more; this love, that 
makes all our life so glad, flows from 
Thee, for Thou art Love, and we shall 
love forever. Help us to feel how, day 
by day, we see some dim shadow of the 
eternal day that will break upon us at 
the last. May the Gospel of Thy Son, 
the whisper of Thy Spirit, unite to make 
our faith in the life to come strong and 
clear; then shall we be glad when Thou 
shalt call us, and enter into Thy glory 
in Jesus Christ — Amen. 


ROBERT COLLYER 


188 July the Sixth 
MERCIFUL Lord, enlighten Thou 


me with a clear shining inward 
light, and remove away all darkness from 
the habitation of my heart. Repress 
Thou my many wandering thoughts, 
and break in pieces those temptations 
which violently assault me. Fight Thou 
for me, and vanquish the evil beasts; 
that so peace may be obtained by Thy 
power, and that Thine abundant praise 
may resound in Thy holy court, that 
is, in a pure conscience. Send out Thy 
light and Thy truth, that they may 
shine upon the earth; for, until Thou en- 
lighten me, I am but as earth without 
form and void. Lift Thou up my mind 
which is pressed down by a load of sins, 
for no created thing can give full comfort 
and rest to my desires. Join Thou me 
to Thyself with an inseparable band of 
love; for ‘Thou even alone dost satisfy 
him that loveth Thee — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


July the Seventh 189 
TERNAL and most glorious God, 


suffer me not so to undervalue 
myself as to give away my soul, Thy 
soul, Thy dear and precious soul, for 
nothing; and all the world is nothing, 
if the soul must be given for it. Pre- 
serve therefore, my soul, O Lord, because 
it belongs to Thee, and preserve my 
body because it belongs to my soul. 
Thou alone dost steer my boat through 
all its voyage, but hast a more especial 
care of it, when it comes to a narrow 
current, or to a dangerous fall of waters. 
Thou hast a care of the preservation of 
my body in all the ways of my life; but, 
in the straits of death, open Thine eyes 
wider, and enlarge Thy Providence to- 
wards me so far that no illness or agony 
may shake and benumb the soul. Do 
Thou so make my bed in all my sickness 
that, being used to Thy hand, I may be 
content with any bed of Thy making — 
Amen. 


JOHN DONNE (1573-1631) 


190 July the Eighth 


E Thou, O Lord, our protection, 
who art our redemption; direct 
our minds by Thy gracious presence, 
and watch over our paths with guiding 
love; that, among the snares which lie 
hidden in this path wherein we walk, 
we may so pass onward with hearts 
fixed on Thee, that, by the track of faith, 
we may come to be where Thou wouldest 
have us — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. '700 


ik 


LORD, make me love every token 

of Thy will, for love of Thee, and 
make me cheerful under every cross; 
take from me all which displeases Thee, 
or hinders Thy love in me, that I may 
deeply love Thee. Melt me with Thy 
love, that I may be all love, and with 
my whole being love Thee — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


July the Ninth 19] 
RANT, O Lord, that we may care- 


fully watch over our tempers 
and every unholy feeling; remove what- 
ever in us may be a stumbling-block in 
another’s way; that, by conforming to 
Thy will in small things, we may hope 
by Thy protection and help to pass 
safely through the greater dangers and 
trials to which we may be exposed — 
Amen. 

CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


i 


E beseech Thee, O Lord, to renew 

Thy people inwardly and out- 
wardly, that as Thou wouldest not have 
them to be hindered by bodily pleasures, 
Thou mayest make them vigorous with 
spiritual purpose; and refresh them in 
such sort by things transitory, that 
Thou mayest grant them rather to cleave 
to things eternal; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE, A.D. 440 


192 July the Tenth 


GOD, of unchangeable power and 

eternal light, look favorably on 
Thy whole Church, that wonderful and 
sacred mystery; and, by the tranquil 
operation of Thy perpetual Providence, 
carry out the work of man’s salvation; 
and let the whole world feel and see that 
things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown 
old are being made new, and all things 
are returning to perfection through Him 
through whom they took their origin; 
even through our Lord Jesus Christ — 
Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY 


“i 


GOD, the Father of mercies, grant 

unto us ever to hold fast to the 
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry to 
Thee, “ Father ”, and are called, and 
are, Thy sons; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


July the Eleventh 193 
E confess unto Thee, O God, 


how weak we are in ourselves, 
how powerless to do the work of life, 
how prone to selfishness and sin. We 
beseech Thee to grant us strength, the 
strength of Thy Spirit, the power of Thy 
Christ, wherein we can do all things. 
Enable us thus to repress every selfish 
propensity, every wilful purpose, every 
unkind feeling, every thought and word 
and deed of anger and impatience, and 
to cherish perfect love, constant kind- 
ness, to think pure thoughts, to speak 
zentle words, to do helpful and generous 
deeds. Raise our minds to the contem- 
plation of Thy beloved Son, that, seeing 
His divine beauty, we may be drawn 
near unto Him, and changed into His 
image, and empowered to bring every 
thought into obedience to Christ, into 
harmony with His Spirit and His im- 
mortal life — Amen. 


THOMAS T. STONE 


194 July the Twelfth 


LORD, our heavenly Father, who 

orderest all things for our eternal 
good, mercifully enlighten our minds, 
and give us a firm and abiding trust in 
Thy love and care. Silence our mur- 
murings, quiet our fears, and dispel our 
doubts, that, rising above our afflictions 
and our anxieties, we may rest on Thee, 
the Rock of everlasting strength — 
Amen. 


NEW CHURCH BOOK OF WORSHIP, 1876 


kh 


LORD God, King of heaven and 

earth, may it please Thee this day 
to order and to hallow, to rule and to 
govern our hearts and our bodies, our 
thoughts, our words, and our works, 
according to Thy commandments, that 
we, being helped by Thee, may here, 
and for ever and ever, be delivered and 
saved, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 

ROMAN BREVIARY 


July the Thirteenth 195 


GOD, who art the unsearchable 

abyss of peace, the ineffable sea 
of love, the fountain of blessings, and 
the bestower of affection, who sendest 
peace to those that receive it; open 
to us this day the sea of Thy love, and 
water us with plenteous streams from 
the riches of Thy grace. Make us 
children of quietness, and heirs of peace. 
Enkindle in us the fire of Thy love; 
strengthen our weakness by Thy power ; 
bind us closely to Thee and to each other 
in one firm and indissoluble bond of 
unity — Amen. 

SYRIAN CLEMENTINE LITURGY 


ry 


E give Thee thanks, holy Lord, 

Father Almighty, everlasting 
God, who hast been pleased to bring us 
through the night to the hours of morn- 
ing; we pray Thee to grant us to pass 
this day without sin, so that at eventide 
we may again give thanks to Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 

7 GELASIAN, A.D. 492 


- 


196 July the Fourteenth 


THOU holy and _ unspeakable, 

Thou wonderful and mighty God, 
whose power and wisdom hath no end, 
before whom all powers tremble, at 
whose glance the heavens and the earth 
flee away, Thou art Love, Thou art my 
Father, and I will love and worship 
Thee for ever and ever! 

Thou hast deigned to show pity on 
me, and a ray from Thy light hath shone 
upon mine inward eye. Guide me on 
into the perfect light, that it may illu- 
mine me wholly, and that all darkness 
may flee away. Let the holy flame of 
Thy love so burn in my heart that it be 
made pure, and I may see Thee, O God; 
for it is the pure in heart who see Thee. 
Thou hast set me free; Thou hast drawn 
me to Thee; therefore forsake me not, 
but keep me always in Thy grace. 
Guide me, and rule me, and perfect me 
for Thy kingdom — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


July the Fifteenth 197 


LMIGHTY God, our Heavenly 
Father, who hast of Thine infinite 
goodness ordained that the order of our 
life should be disquieted by many trials 
of heart and spirit, and who didst decree 
that Thy well-beloved Son should be 
disciplined in the same way of hardship 
and pain; grant unto us, we pray Thee, 
in all our necessities to repose entire 
confidence in Thee, to feel the assurance 
of Thy present love, and to walk with 
Thee by faith, though not by sight. 
May no perplexity create in us an im- 
patient spirit, — no temptation lead us 
into sin, — no sorrow hide Thy loving 
will from us. But do Thou so increase 
in us all spiritual gifts that our very 
trials may lead us toward a_ perfect 
and regenerate life, and, in the days of 
our mortal pilgrimage, we may be sus- 
tained by a strength that is greater 
than our own. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


198 July the Sixteenth 


HE Lord be my keeper, the Lord 

bemy Defence upon my right hand. 

The Lord preserve me from all evil, yea, 

the Lord keep my soul. The Lord pre- 

serve my going out, and my coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore. 

O Lord! Thou knowest, Thou art 
able, Thou art willing, to do good to my 
soul; I neither know how, nor am able, 
nor, as I ought, willing to do it. 

Do Thou, O Lord, I beseech Thee, in 
Thine unspeakable loving-kindness, so 
order and dispose of me as Thou know- 
est to be best pleasing to Thee, and most 
expedient for me. 

Thine are goodness, grace, love, kind- 
ness, O Thou Lover of men! gentleness, 
tenderness, forbearance, long-suffering, 
manifold mercies, great mercies, abun- 
dant tender compassions. Glory be to 


"Thee, O Lord — Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


July the Seventeenth 199 


HOUGH we know not what is 

best, give to us, Lord, what Thou 

seest fit; only fit us for what Thou 

givest, and let it bring to our souls 

health and peace, with some good to our 

neighbor and the world, for Thy good- 
ness’ sake, O Lord. 

Make me to Thyself a temple of holy 
things, and abiding with me, O Lord, 
at the last, be ever gracious unto Thy 
servant. 

Let me do some work which may be 
accepted in Thy mercy, though un- 
worthy in Thy pure sight. 

Bless my work to good, to the fulness 
of which it is capable, and let me thank 
Thee for it with joy in the end. 

Into Thy hands we commend our 
spirit, soul, and body, of which Thou art 
Creator, Saviour, Restorer, a God of 
truth. 

Lord, to Thee I commit my going out 
and my coming in this day — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


200 July the Eighteenth 


GOD, the eternal Light, the Splen- 

dor of the stars, the Clearness of 
the night, the Enlightener of the dark- 
ness, grant us to pass this night in 
security and peace: and, if we have 
this day contracted any stain of sin, 
do Thou, the Pitiful and Merciful, for- 
give; hear our prayers, and grant our 
requests; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


*k 


GOD, the sure defence of all who 

trust in Thee, we beseech Thee to 
give us and all who belong to us con- 
tented and trustful hearts, that, casting 
all our care on Thee, and bearing all our 
trials cheerfully, we may be united to 
Thee in Thy love here, and finally by 
Thy mercy obtain that eternal life which 
Thou hast promised to those who trust 
in Thee; through Christ our Saviour 
— Amen; 


July the Nineteenth 201 


TERNAL God, Maker of all crea- 
tures, Thou fathomless Abyss of 
loving-kindness, suffer now the light of 
Thy countenance to rise upon us! 
Shine into our hearts, O Thou true Sun 
of righteousness, and fill our souls with 
Thy beauty. Direct according to Thy 
will the work of our hands, and lead us 
in the right way to do that which is 
pleasing in Thy sight; so that through 
us, unworthy though we be, Thy holy 
Name may be glorified, to whom be 
praise, honor and glory for ever and 
ever — Amen. 


ST. BASIL (A.D. 330-379) 


st 


GOD, who hast given unto us Thy 
Son, to be an example and a help 
to our weakness in following the path 
that leadeth unto life, grant us so to be 
His disciples that we may tread in His 
footsteps — Amen. 
ROMAN BREVIARY 


202 July the Twentieth 


MOST glorious God! relieve my 

spirit with Thy graciousness ; take 
from me all tediousness of spirit, and 
give me a hope that shall not fail, a 
desire of holiness not to be satisfied till 
it possesses a charity that will always 
increase; that I may turn all things 
into religion, doing all to Thy glory; 
that, when Thou shalt call me from 
this deliciousness of employment, I may 
pass into the employments of saints 
and angels; whose work it is, with eter- 
nal joy and thanksgiving, to sing praises 
unto Thy mercies — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


ay 


ALMIGHTY God, grant, we be- 

seech Thee, that we, whose trust 
is under the shadow of Thy wings, may, 
through the help of Thy power, over- 
come all evils that rise up against us — 
Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


July the Twenty-first 203 


THOU Almighty Helper and ever- 

present God, we bring to Thee all 
our needs. O Thou Author of all good, 
from whom cometh every good and per- 
fect gift, may Thy mercies be our daily 
song, and may the light of Thy counte- 
nance in this world of power and beauty 
move our hearts to great thankfulness 
and a sweet trust. Day by day Thou 
dost appoint our portion, especially 
revealing Thy glory in the dear Son of 
Thy love, and calling us into His King- 
dom of service and blessedness. May 
this be our love of Thee in Him, that we 
love one another and keep all His com- 
mandments — Amen. 


RUFUS ELLIS 


*k 


E beseech Thee, O Lord, to keep 
us in perpetual peace, as Thou 
hast vouchsafed us confidence in Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492 


204. July the Twenty-second 


HE love of our hearts, dear Lord, 
Goes to Thee this day. 


We are little children, wearied with play, 

Who have slept for a while in their 
mother’s arms, 

Then awaking, glad and refreshed, 

Clasp her, caress her, knowing once more 

The clasp, the caress of her love. 


Thus, even thus, in our weakness, 
Do we turn unto Thee, with childlike 
trust, 
For the day’s benediction of love — 
Amen, 
JOHN Ss. HOYLAND 


1 


A Morning Prayer for a Little Child 


GOD, make me glad all the day 
long, and when the night cometh 
let me fall asleep thinking of Thy good- 
ness and Thy love, for Jesus’ sake — 
Amen. 
CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


July the Twenty-third 205 


LMIGHTY God, who canst give 
the light that in darkness shall 
make us glad, the life that in gloom 
shall make us joy, and the peace that 
amidst discord shall bring us quietness! 
let us live this day in that light, that life, 
and that peace, so that we may gain 
the victory over those things that press 
us down, and over the flesh that so often 
encumbers us, and over death that 
seemeth for a moment to win the victory. 
Thus we, being filled with inward peace, 
and light, and life, may walk all the 
days of this our mortal life, doing our 
work as the business of our Father, 
glorifying it, because it is Thy will, 
knowing that what Thou givest Thou 
givest in love. Bestow upon us the 
greatest and last blessing, that we, 
being in Thy presence, may be like unto 
Thee for evermore. These things we 
do ask, in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


206 July the Twenty-fourth 
LORD of heaven and earth, we 


are truly sorry for all our mis- 
doings; we utterly renounce whatsoever 
is contrary to Thy will, and here devote 
ourselves entirely to the obedience 
thereof. Accept, O most merciful 
Father, of this renewed dedication which 
we make of ourselves, our bodies, souls 
and spirits unto Thee. And grant that 
we may be able every day to offer up 
ourselves more sincerely, and more 
cheerfully unto Thee; with more pure 
affection, and hearty devotion, and 
ready disposition to Thy service. Pre- 
serve in our minds a grateful sense of 
Thy mighty love, that we may follow 
the doctrine and example of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Grant that we may be 
like Him, pure and undefiled, meek and 
gentle, peaceable and patient, contented 
and thankful. Fulfil unto us all the 
gracious promises that He hath made 
unto us. Let it be unto Thy servants 
according to His word — Amen. 


SIMON PATRICK (1626-1707) 


July the Twenty-fifth 207 


E give Thee hearty thanks for the 

rest of the past night, and for 
the gift of a new day, with its opportuni- 
ties of pleasing Thee. Grant that we 
may so pass its hours in the perfect free- 
dom of Thy service that, at even tide, 
we may again give thanks unto Thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


DAYBREAK OFFICE OF THE EASTERN CHURCH 


i 


GOD, who never sleepest, and art 

never weary, have mercy upon 
those who shall pass this night in pain 
and sorrow or sin. Comfort the mourn- 
ers, sustain the dying, give rest to the 
departed, pity the sin-laden and the 
guilty; look upon the faint-hearted that 
they may hope again, on the light- 
hearted lest they forget Thee, on the 
tempted lest they fall beneath tempta- 
tion; and keep us all in safety under 
the shadow of Thy wing; for Jesus 
Christ’s sake — Amen. 

| Ww. C. E. NEWBOLT 


208 July the Twenty-sixth 


ORGIVE me, most gracious Lord 
and Father, if this day I have done 
or said anything to increase the pain of 
the world. Pardon the unkind word, 
the impatient gesture, the hard and 
selfish deed, the failure to show sym- 
pathy and kindly help where I had the 
opportunity, but missed it; and enable 
me so to live that I may daily do some- 
thing to lessen the tide of human sorrow, 
and add to the sum of human happiness; 
through Him who died for us and rose 
again, Thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


FREDERICK B. MEYER 


ay 


ET the words of my mouth, and 

the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer. 


PSALM XIX: 14 


July the Twenty-seventh 209 


GOD our Father, who bearest 

with us, though we bitterly offend ; 
grant to us patience with one another, 
that we may cast away all fretfulness, 
and complaining, and whatsoever hin- 
ders the course of brotherly kindness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


i 
GOD, who art faithful and just 


to forgive us our sins, mercifully 
grant unto us that we may be delivered 
from the bondage of our sins, and may 
one day rejoice in perfect liberty in our 
fatherland, which is in heaven — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


oy 


HAVE gone astray like a lost sheep; 
seek Thy servant; for I do not for- 
get Thy commandments. 
| PSALM CXIX: 176 


210 July the Twenty-eighth 


ORD, what is my confidence which 
I have in this life? Is it not 
Thou, O Lord, my God, whose mercies 
are without number? Where hath it 
ever been well with me without Thee, 
or where could it be ill with me, when 
Thou wert present? I rather choose 
to be a pilgrim on earth with Thee, than 
without Thee to possess heaven. Where 
Thou art, there is heaven; and where 
Thou art not, there is death and hell. 
There is none that can help me in my 
necessities, but only Thou, my God; 
Thou art my Hope, Thou my Confi- 
dence. Although Thou exposest me to 
divers temptations and adversities, yet 
Thou orderest all this to my advantage; 
in which trial of me Thou oughtest no 
less to be loved and praised than if Thou 
didst fill me full of heavenly consola- 
tions — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


July the Twenty-ninth 211 


LMIGHTY and Eternal God, who 

hast revealed Thy nature in Christ 
Jesus Thy Son as Love; we humbly 
pray Thee give us Thy Holy Spirit, to 
glorify Thee also in our hearts as pure 
Love, and thus constrain us by Thy 
divine power to love Thee again with 
our whole souls, and our brethren as 
ourselves; that so by Thy grace we may 
be fulfilled with love, and evermore 
abide in Thee and Thou in us, with all 
joyfulness, and free from fear or dis- 
trust, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


BUNSEN’S COLLECTION 


i 


GOD, who art Love, for the sake 

of the Son of Thy love, give me 
grace never more to sin against love — 
Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


212 July the Thirtieth 
THOU loving and tender Father 


in heaven, I confess before Thee, 
in deep sorrow, how hard and unsympa- 
thizing is my heart; how often I have 
sinned against my neighbor by want of 
compassion and tenderness; how often 
I have felt no true pity for his trials and 
sorrows, and have neglected to comfort, 
help, and visit him. O Father, forgive 
this heavy sin, and lay it not to my 
charge. Give me grace ever to alleviate 
the crosses and difficulties of those 
around me, and never to add to them; 
teach me to be a consoler in sorrow, to 
take thought for the stranger, the widow, 
and the orphan; let my charity show 
itself not in words only but in deed and 
truth. Teach me to judge, as Thou 
dost, with forbearance, with much pity 
and indulgence; and help me to avoid 
all unloving judgment of others — 
Amen. 


JOHANN ARNDT (1555-1621) 


July the Thirty-first 213 
FATHER of mercies and God of 


all-comfort, our only help in time 
of need, I come to Thee for help to meet 
the trials of advancing years. Give me 
courage and patience to bear the infirmi- 
ties, privations, and loneliness of old 
age. Help me to fight successfully its 
temptations to be exacting, selfish, un- 
reasonable, irritable, and complaining. 
Preserve my mental faculties unimpaired 
to the end, keep my heart and affections 
warm, so that I may never fail to sympa- 
thize with the joys, sorrows and interests 
of others, and to be deeply grateful for 
the love and forbearance of those around 
me. And so fit and prepare me against 
the hour of death that I may be able to 
face it fearlessly, trusting in Thy prom- 
ise to be with me as I pass through the 
dark valley, so that, departing in peace, 
my soul may be received into Thy ever- 
lasting Kingdom, through Jesus Christ, 
my Lord and Saviour — Amen. 


ALETHEA L. GRENFELL. AGED NINETY 


a 


214 August the First 
LORD, Faithful Creator, give us 


grace, we entreat Thee, in well 
doing and with full assurance of faith, 
to commit the keeping of our souls to 
Thee, and rest in Thy promises. And 
help us that we may always speak the 
truth; and, though it be to our own 
hindrance, keep faith one with another 
— Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


‘h 


GOD, grant that, for the time to 

come, I may yield a cheerful obedi- 
ence to all Thy appointments. Remem- 
ber me in the day of trouble; keep me 
from all excess of fear, concern, and sad- 
ness. Grant mean humble and resigned 
heart, that, with perfect control I may 
ever acquiesce in all the methods of Thy 
grace; that | may never frustrate the 
designs of Thy mercy by unreasonable 
fears, by sloth, or self-love — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


August the Second 215 


OULD us, great God, into forms 
of beauty and usefulness by the 
wheel of Providence and by the touch 
of Thy hand. Fulfill Thine ideal, and 
conform us to the image of Thy Son. 
In Thy great house may we stand as 
vessels meet for Thy use. We are little 
better than common earthenware, but 
may we be cleansed, and purified, and 
filled with Thy heavenly treasure. Dip 
us deep into the River of Life, and give 
refreshment by us to many parched and 
weary hearts — Amen. 
FREDERICK B. MEYER 


ik 


VERLASTING Father, I beseech 
Thee to enable me to love Thee 
with all my heart and soul and strength 
and mind, and my neighbor as myself. 
Help me to be meek and lowly in heart. 
Sweeten my temper, and dispose me to 
be kind and helpful to all men. Make 
me kind in thought, gentle in speech, 
generous in action — Amen. 


216 August the Third 


GOD our heavenly Father, who 

hast commanded us to love one 
another as Thy children, and hast or- 
dained the highest friendship in the 
bond of Thy Spirit, we beseech Thee to 
maintain and preserve us always in the 
same bond, to Thy glory, and our 
mutual comfort, with all those to whom 
we are bound by any special tie, either of 
nature or of choice; that we may be 
perfected together in that love which is 
from above, and which never faileth 
when all other things shall fail. Send 
down the dew of Thy heavenly grace 
upon us, that we may have joy in each 
other that passeth not away; and, 
having lived together in love here, ac- 
cording to Thy commandment, may 
live for ever together with them, being 
made one in Thee, in Thy glorious king- 
dom hereafter, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


HICKES’ DEVOTIONS, 1700 


August the Fourth 217 


LORD, may Thy all-powerful 
grace make me as perfect as Thou 
hast commanded me to be — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


“y 


MOST merciful God, whose mer- 

cies are as high as the heavens, 
great and many as the moments of 
eternity; fill my soul, I beseech Thee, 
with great thoughts of Thy unspeakable 
blessings, that my thankfulness may be 
as great as my needs of mercy are. Let 
Thy loving-kindness endure for ever and 
ever upon me; and, because I cannot 
praise Thee according to Thy excellence, 
take my soul, in due time, into the land 
of everlasting praises. Grant this for 
Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


218 August the Fifth 
ALMIGHTY Lord, and everlast- 


ing God, vouchsafe, we beseech 
Thee, todirect, sanctify, and govern, both 
our hearts and bodies, in the ways of Thy 
laws, and in the works of Thy com- 
mandments; that, through Thy most 
mighty protection, both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


GREGORIAN, A.D. $90; B. C. P. 


cy 


GOD of strength, passing all under- 

standing, who mercifully givest to 
Thy people mercy and judgment; grant 
to us, we beseech Thee, faithfully to love 
Thee, and to walk in the way of right- 
eousness — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


August the Sixth 219 


ET Thy love so warm our souls, 
O Lord, that we may gladly sur- 
render ourselves with all we are and 
have unto Thee. Let Thy love fall as 
fire from heaven upon the altar of our 
hearts; teach us to guard it heedfully 
by continual devotion and quietness of 
mind, and to cherish with anxious care 
every spark of its holy flame with which 
Thy good Spirit would quicken us, so 
that neither height, nor depth, things 
present nor things to come, may ever 
separate us therefrom. Strengthen 
Thou our souls; awaken us from the 
deathly sleep which holds us captive; 
animate our cold hearts with Thy 
warmth and tenderness, that we may 
no more live as in a dream, but walk 
before Thee as pilgrims in earnest to 
reach their home. And grant us all 
at last to meet with Thy holy saints 
before Thy throne, and there rejoice im 
Thy love for ever and ever — Amen. 


GERHARD TERSTEEGEN, 1731 


220 August the Seventh 


LESSED art Thou, O Lord our 
God, the God of our fathers, who 
turnest the shadow of death into the 
morning; who hast lightened mine 
eyes, that I sleep not in death. O 
Lord, blot out as a night-mist mine 
iniquities. Scatter my sins as a morning 
cloud. Grant that I may become a child 
of the light, and of the day. Vouchsafe 
to keep me this day without sin. Uphold 
me when I am falling, and lift me up 
when I am down. Preserve this day 
from any evil of mine, and me from 
the evils of the day. Let this day add 
some knowledge, or good deed, to yes- 
terday. Oh, let me hear Thy loving- 
kindness in the morning, for in Thee is 
my trust. Teach me to do the thing 
that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art my 
God, Let Thy loving Spirit lead me 
forth into the land of righteousness — 
Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


August the Eighth 22) 
ET all Thy works praise Thee, O 


Lord, and Thy servants rejoice 
in thanking Thee. True is Thy word, 
which counts us worthy of pity, and 
faithful Thy help for our heart’s trust to 
rest upon. O God, Thy strength is 
made perfect in those who have not 
cared for themselves, but sought the 
eternal; then Thou bringest forth truth 
to victory. Make known to me Thy 
ways, O God, and let me walk in Thy 
truth. Go on, O God, victoriously, 
and open me the gate of hope, out of 
darkness into light. Since Thou hast 
not taken me away in the midst of my 
day, but upholden my soul in life, suffer 
not my feet to slip. Grant me a work 
of Thy love to do, and prosper it in my 
hands. Let me not die until I have 
fulfilled Thy will; and let me enter with 
joy into rest — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


222 August the Ninth 
HEE, most merciful God, do I now 


invoke to descend into my soul, 
which Thou hast prepared for Thy recep- 
tion by the desire which Thou hast 
breathed into it. Ere ever I cried to 
Thee, Thou, most Merciful, hadst called 
and sought me, that I might find Thee, 
and finding love Thee. Even so I 
sought and found Thee, Lord, and desire 
to love Thee. Increase my desire, and 
grant me what I ask. See, I love Thee, 
but too little; strengthen my love. 
When my spirit aspires to Thee, and 
meditates on Thine unspeakable good- 
ness, the burden of the flesh becomes 
less heavy, the tumult of thought is 
stilled, the weight of mortality is less 
oppressive. Then fain would my soul 
find wings, that she might rise in tireless 
flight ever upwards to Thy glorious 
throne, and there be filled with the re- 
freshing solace that belongs to the citi- 
zens of heaven — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


August the Tenth 223 


SOVEREIGN and Almighty Lord, 

bless all Thy people, and all Thy 
flock. Give Thy peace, Thy help, Thy 
love unto us Thy servants, the sheep 
of Thy fold, that we may be united in 
the bond of peace and love, one body 
and one spirit, in one hope of our call- 
ing, in Thy divine and boundless love 
— Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. MARK (175-254?) 


i 


LMIGHTY God, Giver of life, grant 
unto us Thy life, that we may truly 
live; Thy love, that we may greatly re- 
joice; that we, knowing trouble, and ac- 
quainted with grief, may, through the 
goodly deliverance of faith and hope, 
come to the large joy of the peace that 
passeth all understanding. Of Thy lov- 
ing-kindness hear our supplications, we 
beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


224 August the Eleventh 
GOD, from whom all holy desires, 


all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed; give unto Thy 
servants that peace which the world 
cannot give; that our hearts may be 
set to obey Thy commandments, and 
also that by Thee, we, being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 492; B. C. P. 


i 


N the evening, and morning, and at 
noonday we praise Thee, we bless 
Thee, we thank Thee, and pray Thee, 
Master of all, to direct our prayer as in- 
cense before thee; and let not our hearts 
turn away to words or thoughts of 
wickedness, but rescue us from all things 
that hunt our souls; for to Thee, Lord, 
our eyes look up, and our hope is in Thee 
— Amen. 


VESPERS OF EASTERN CHURCH 


August the Twelfth 225 


LORD, our hiding place, grant us 

wisdom, we pray Thee, to seek no 
hiding place out of Thee in life or in 
death. Now hide us in Thine own 
presence from the provoking of all men, 
and keep us from the strife of tongues. 
Make us meek, humble, patient, and 
teach us to seek peace and ensue it — 
Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


*k 


HOLY and ever-blessed Lord, teach 

us, we beseech Thee, to love one 
another, to exercise forbearance and for- 
giveness towards our enemies; to recom- 
pense no man evil for evil, but to be 
merciful, even as Thou, our Father in 
heaven, art merciful: that so we may 
continually follow after Thee in all our 
doings, and be more and more conformed 
to Thine image and likeness — Amen. 


NEW CHURCH BOOK OF WORSHIP, 1876 


226 August the Thirteenth 
LORD, I fling myself with all my 


weakness and misery into Thy 
ever-open arms. I know that I am ig- 
norant and much mistaken about my- 
self. Thou, who seest in very truth, 
look mercifully on me. Lay Thy heal- 
ing hand upon my wounds. Pour the 
life-giving balm of Thy love into my 
heart. Do for me what I have not the 
courage to do for myself. Save me in 
spite of myself. May I be Thine, wholly 
Thine, and, at all costs, Thine; in 
humiliation, in poverty, in suffering, in 
self-abnegation, Thine; Thine in the 
way Thou knowest to be most fitting, in 
order that Thou mightest be now and 
ever mine. Thou art my Strength and 
my Redeemer. I am Thy poor little 
creature, dependent on Thy merciful 
charity alone — Amen. 


PERE BESSON (1816-1861) 


August the Fourteenth 22° 


THOU, whose name is Love, who 

never turnest away from the cry 
of Thy needy children, give ear to my 
prayer this morning. Make this a day 
of blessing to me, and make me a blessing 
to others. Keep all evil away from me. 
Preserve me from outward transgression 
and from secret sin. Help me to control 
my temper. May I check the first 
risings of anger or sullenness. If I meet 
with unkindness or ill-treatment, give 
me that charity which suffereth long and 
beareth all things. Make me kind and 
gentle towards all, loving even those who 
love me not. Let me live this day as if it 
were to be my last. O my God, show 
me the path that Thou wouldest have me 
to follow. May I take no step that is 
not ordered by Thee, and go nowhere 
except Thou, Lord, go with me — Amen. 


ASHTON OXENDEN 


228 August the Fifteenth 


THOU most holy and ever-loving 

God, we thank Thee once more 
for the quiet rest of the night that has 
gone by, for the new promise that has 
come with this fresh morning, and for 
the hope of this day. While we have 
slept, the world in which we live has 
swept on in its awful space, great fires 
have burned under us, great waters 
have been all about us, and great storms 
above us; but Thou hast held them 
back by Thy strong hand, and we have 
rested under the shadow of Thy love. 
The bird sat on the spray out in the 
darkness, the flower nestled in the grass, 
we lay down in our home, and all slept 
in the arms of God. The bird will trust 
Thee this day to give its morsel of meat, 
and the flower will trust Thee for its 
fresh raiment; so may we trust Thee 
this day for all the needs of the body, the 
soul, and the spirit. Give us this day 
our daily bread — Amen. 


ROBERT COLLYER 


August the Sixteenth 229 
FATHER, this day may bring 


some hard task to our life, or 
some hard trial to our love. We may 
grow weary, or sad, or hopeless in our 
lot. But, Father, our whole life until 
now has been one great proof of Thy 
care. Bread has come for our body, 
thoughts to our mind, love to our heart, 
and all from Thee. So help us, we im- 
plore Thee, while we still stand on this 
side of all that the day may bring, to 
resolve that we will trust Thee this day 
to shine into any gloom of the mind, to 
stand by us in any trial of our love, 
and to give us rest in Thy good time 
as we need. May this day be full of a 
power that shall bring us near to Thee, 
and make us more like Thee; and, O 
God, may we so trust Thee this day, 
that, when the day is done, our trust 
shall be firmer than ever. Then, when 
our last day comes, and our work is done, 
may we trust Thee in death and forever, 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 

ROBERT COLLYER 


4 


230 August the Seventeenth 


TRENGTHEN me, O God, by the 
grace of Thy Holy Spirit. Grant 
me to be strengthened with might in the 
inner man, and to empty my heart of 
all useless care and anguish. O Lord, 
grant me heavenly wisdom, that I may 
learn above all things to seek and to 
find Thee, above all things to relish 
and to love Thee, and to think of all 
other things as being, what indeed they 
are, at the disposal of Thy wisdom — 
Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


ik 


UIDE us in Thy way, O Lord, and 
mercifully show the fountain of 
wisdom to our thirsting minds; that we 
may be free from sorrowful heaviness, 
and may drink in the sweetness of life 
eternal — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. ‘700 


August the Eighteenth 23] 


ORD, 
We thank Thee for Thine inward 
voice, 

Which ever and again calleth us away 
from the clamor and dusty strife 
of this life 


Into the cool, quiet groves of eternity. 


We thank Thee that close around us, 
Ever pressing in upon our dim brains, 
Is Thine eternal world, full of peace and 


Joy: 


We thank Thee that a hundred times a 
day 

We may take refuge therein, 

Feel Thy cool fingers soothing our 
fevered foreheads, 

Look steadily into Thy quiet eyes, 

Drink in unto our souls from that gaze 

The strength and peace of eternity — 
Amen. 


JOHN Ss. HOYLAND 


Zoe August the Nineteenth 


LORD, grant to us so to love Thee 

withall our heart, with all our mind, 
and all our soul, and our neighbor for 
Thy sake, that the grace of charity and 
brotherly love may dwell in us, and all 
envy, harshness, and ill-will may die in 
us; and fill our hearts with feelings of 
love, kindness, and compassion, so that, 
by constantly rejoicing in the happiness 
and good success of others, by sympa- 
thizing with them in their sorrows, and 
putting away all harsh judgments and 
envious thoughts, we may follow Thee, 
who art Thyself the true and perfect 
Love — Amen. 

TREASURY OF DEVOTION 


i 


OUR upon us, O Lord, the spirit of 
brotherly kindness and peace; so 
that, sprinkled with the dew of Thy 
benediction, we may be made glad by 
Thy glory and grace; through Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1086 


August the Twentieth 233 


RANT unto us, O Lord, the spirit 
of mutual love and duty, and, 
above all, of grateful obedience to Thee ; 
give us comfort and support under all 
circumstances of our life, and Thy 
merciful guidance unto the end; that, 
living in all holy and godly conversation, 
we may be afflicted by no adversity, and 
may finally attain to the perpetual en- 
joyment of Thy loving mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


JAMES SKINNER (1818-1882) 


oy 


THOU our Lord and our God, our 

merciful Father in Heaven, we en- 
treat Thee, with childlike hearts, give 
us in this world whatever is really good 
and happy for us in soul and body, 
according to Thy holy will and pleasure. 
May we live as Christians, endure with 
patience, and at last die in peace and 
hope, for Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


JOHANN QUIRSFELD (1641-1686) 


234 August the Twenty-first 


LEANSE me, O God, by the bright 

fountain of Thy mercy, and water 

me with the dew of Thine abundant 

grace, that, being purified from my sins, 

I may grow up in good works, truly 

serving Thee in holiness and righteous- 
ness all the days of my life — Amen. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 1560 


i 


GOD, the God of all goodness and 

all grace, who art worthy of a 
greater love than we can either give or 
understand; fill my heart, I beseech 
Thee, with such love towards Thee as 
may cast out all sloth and fear, that noth- 
ing may seem too hard for me to do or to 
suffer in obedience to Thee; and grant 
that, by thus loving, I may become 
daily more like unto Thee; and finally 
obtain the crown of life, which Thou 
hast promised to those that love thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS, 1860 


August the Twenty-second 235 


LMIGHTY God, who hast planted 
the day-star in the heavens, and, 
scattering the night, dost restore morn- 
ing to the world; fill us, we beseech 
Thee, with Thy mercy, so that, Thou 
being our Enlightener, all the darkness 
of our sins may be dispersed, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ — Amen. 
SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


1 


E not weary of me, good Lord, and 

let me not be weary of myself, or 
of trying to conquer myself. I am all 
weakness, but Thou art almighty, and 
canst put forth Thy strength perfectly 
in my weakness. Make me truly to 
hate all which Thou hatest, fervently 
to love all which Thou lovest; make 
me truly sorry, for love of Thee, that I 
have so often offended Thee, and so 
mightily transform me, through Thy 
grace, that I may no more offend Thee; 
through Jesus Christ — Amen. 

E. B. PUSEY 


236 August the Twenty-third 


GOD. our Lord, the stay of all 

them that put their trust in Thee, 
wherever Thou leadest we would go, 
for Thy ways are perfect wisdom and 
love. Even when we walk through 
the dark valley, Thy light can shine 
into our hearts and guide us safely 
through the night of sorrow. Be Thou 
our Friend, and we need ask no more in 
heaven or earth; for Thou art the 
Comfort of all who trust in Thee, the 
Help and Defence of all who hope in 
Thee. O Lord, we would be Thine; 
let us never fall away from Thee. We 
would accept all things without mur- 
muring from Thy hand, for whatever 
Thou dost is right. Blend our wills 
with Thine, and then we need fear no 
evil nor death itself, for all things must 
work together for our good. Lord, 
keep us in Thy love and truth; com- 
fort us with Thy light; and guide us by 
Thy Holy Spirit — Amen. 


S$. WEISS (1738-1805) 


August the Twenty-fourth 237 
GOD, who art to be found by 


those who truly seek Thee, known 
by those who love Thee, seen by those 
whose heart is pure; Thy Spirit possesses 
all things, speaks in the holy dawn, calls 
in the quiet even, broods on the deep, 
and dwells in the heart of man. 

Forgive us if we, made to commune 
with Thee, whose lives were ordered to 
walk with Thee, have grown insensi- 
ble to Thy presence, have rested in the 
things that appear, grown careless of 
the eternal and the holy. Send now 
some word of Thine to make a highway 
to our hearts, and Thyself draw near. 
Shut us in, gathered here, in with Thy- 
self, alone, until every heart burns and 
each spirit moves toward Thee. May 
the Spirit of Jesus come upon us and 
make us at home with Thee — Amen. 


W. E. ORCHARD 


238 August the Twenty-fifth 


THOU ever blessed Fountain of 

life, I bless Thee that Thou hast 
infused into me Thine own vital breath, 
so that I am become a living soul. It 
is my earnest desire that I may not only 
live, but grow; grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. May I grow in patience 
and fortitude of soul, in humility and 
zeal, in spirituality and a_ heavenly 
disposition of mind. In a word, as 
Thou knowest I hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, make me whatever Thou 
wouldest delight to see me. Draw on 
my soul, by the gentle influences of Thy 
gracious Spirit, every trace and every 
feature which Thine eye, O heavenly 
Father, may survey with pleasure, and 
which Thou mayest acknowledge as 
Thine own image. I ask and hope 
it through Him of whose fulness we 
have all received — Amen. 


PHILIP DODDRIDGE (1702-1751) 


August the Twenty-sixth 239 


LORD, the Author and Persuader 

of peace, love, and good-will, 
soften our hard and steely hearts, warm 
our icy and frozen hearts, that we may 
wish well to one another, and may be 
the true disciples of Jesus Christ. And 
give us grace even now to begin to show 
forth that heavenly life, wherein there 
is no disagreement nor hatred, but peace 
and love on all hands, one towards 
another — Amen. 


LUDOVICUS VIVES 


1k 


Y that forgiving tenderness, O Lord, 
wherewith Thou didst ever wait for 
me; by that tender love wherewith, 
whenever I wandered, Thou watchedst 
over me; by Thine infinite love, where- 
with Thou willest that I should love 
Thee eternally ; give me love like Thine, 
that I may forgive, compassionate, 
love like Thee — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


240 August the Twenty-seventh 
LORD our God, who hast chased 


the slumber from our eyes, and 
once more assembled us to lift up our 
hands unto Thee, and to praise Thy just 
judgments, accept our prayers and sup- 
plications, and give us faith that maketh 
not ashamed, confident hope and love 
unfeigned; bless our coming-in and 
going-out, our thoughts, words, and 
works, and let us begin this day with the 
praise of the unspeakable sweetness of 
Thy mercy. Hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come — Amen. 

GREEK CHURCH 


1 


RANT us, O Lord, to pass this day 
in gladness and peace, without 
stumbling and without stain; that, 
reaching the eventide victorious over all 
temptation, we may praise Thee, the 
eternal God, who art blessed, and dost 
govern all things, world without end — 
Amen. 
MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


August the Twenty-eighth 241 


LORD, my God, Light of the blind 

and Strength of the weak; yea, 
also, Light of those that see, and Strength 
of the strong; hearken unto my soul, 
and hear it crying out of the depths. 

O Lord, help us to turn and seek Thee; 
for Thou hast not forsaken Thy creatures 
as we have forsaken Thee, our Creator. 
Let us turn and seek Thee, for we know 
Thou art here in our hearts, when we 
confess to Thee, when we cast ourselves 
upon Thee, and weep in Thy bosom, 
after all our rugged ways; and Thou 
dost gently wipe away our tears, and 
we weep the more for joy; because 
Thou, Lord, who madest us, dost remake 
and comfort us. 

Hear, Lord, my prayer, and grant 
that I may most entirely love Thee, 
and do Thou rescue me, O Lord, from 
every temptation, even unto the end 
— Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


242 August the Twenty-ninth 


AY Thy most holy will be done 

by me and by all pilgrims here 

below, in the perfect performance of 
Thy precepts, and all Thy good pleasure, 
as readily and constantly all the days 
and moments of our life on earth, as it 
is done by the blessed. Out of the 
boundless treasury of Thy mercy pardon 
us all the sins we have committed in 
thought, word, deed, or by omission, 
against Thee and against our neighbors, 
as we forgive all their offences. Merci- 
fully preserve and deliver us from all 
evils both of body and soul, present and 
to come, so far as they may hold us 
back in the attainment of perfection; 
that so we may, without hindrance, 
more perfectly love and glorify Thee 
in time, more blessedly hereafter in 
eternity. May what I ask be done, as 
Thou wilt, when Thou wilt, how Thou 
wilt, through Thy tender mercy — Amen 


FATHER CHRISTOPH. MAYER, 1578 


August the Thirtieth 243 


GOD, who hast in mercy taught 

us how good it is to follow the holy 
desires which Thou manifoldly puttest 
into our hearts, and how bitter is the 
grief of falling short of whatever beauty 
our minds behold, strengthen us, we be- 
seech Thee, to walk steadfastly through- 
out life in the better path which our 
hearts once chose; so that, having been 
faithful to Thee all the days of our life 
here, we may be able hopefully to re- 
sign ourselves into Thy hands hereafter 
— Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


a 


E beseech Thee, O Lord, let the 

power of the Holy Spirit be 

present with us, that it may both merci- 

fully cleanse our hearts, and protect us 

from all adversities; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ — Amen. 


LEONINE SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 440 


244 August the Thirty-first 


TERNAL and ever-blessed God, 
who art the Father of the spirits 
of all flesh, whose mercy is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, and whose strength 
is perfected in our weakness, have mercy 
upon us, we beseech Thee. Thou who 
knowest the things that are in Heaven 
and in earth, the secrets of our hearts 
are not hid from Thee, nor the sins that 
have escaped our notice; yet Thou de- 
spisest not the sighing of the contrite, 
nor the tears of such as are penitent. 
Look in mercy upon us, who are bur- 
dened with the sense of our transgres- 
sions; and release us from the bondage 
of our sins. Deliver us, we pray Thee, 
from blindness of mind and hardness of 
heart, from fretfulness, anxiety, and 
care, from all passion and prejudice; 
and grant that we may henceforward 
live peaceable lives, in all godliness and 
honesty, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


September the First 245 


LORD, my God! the amazing 

horrors of darkness were gathered 
round me, and covered me all over, and 
I saw no way to go forth; I felt the 
depth and extent of the misery of my 
fellow-creatures separated from the Di- 
vine harmony, and it was heavier than 
I could bear, and I was crushed down 
under it; I lifted up my hand, I stretched 
out my arm, but there was none to help 
me; I looked round about, and was 
amazed. Inthedepths of misery, O Lord, 
I remembered that Thou art omni- 
potent; that I had called Thee Father ; 
and I felt that I loved Thee, and I was 
made quiet in my will, and I waited for 
deliverance from Thee. Thou hadst 
pity upon me, when no man could help 
me; I saw that meekness under suffer- 
ing was showed to us in the most af- 
fecting example of Thy Son, and Thou 
taughtest me to follow Him, and I said, 
“Thy will, O Father, be done!” 


JOHN WOOLMAN (1720-1772) 


246 September the Second 


AKE this Thy happy child to-night 
Strong Father and Friend. 


It is time for sleep, 

And Thy child comes again to Thy knee, 
Sure of a perfect welcome, 

Sure of forgiveness for failure, 

Sure of a sweet, deep sleep, 


Safe held in Thy care. 


Take this Thy happy child to-night, 
Strong Father and Friend. 


JOHN Ss. HOYLAND 


ay 


E present, O Lord, to Thy faithful 
people, and as Thou dost in Thy 
compassion vouchsafe them a hearty 
desire to pray, grant them, O Most Lov- 
ing, the aid of Thy comfort; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY 


September the Third 247 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, by 
Thy good Spirit, that we, feeling 
towards Thee as children, and filled 
full of trust, and hope, and faith, may 
remain so fixed, that, in the dark, we 
may trust where we cannot see, and hope 
where all seems doubtful, ever looking 
unto Thee as our Father that doeth all 
things well, our Father that ordereth all. 
Thus may we, knowing that all things 
are in Thy hands, abide Thy time, pa- 
tiently doing the work Thou hast given 
us to do — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


i 
O LORD, who art as the shadow 


of a great rock in a weary land, 
who beholdest Thy weak creatures, 
weary of labor, weary of pleasure, weary 
of hope deferred, weary of self, in Thine 
abundant compassion and unutterable 
tenderness, bring us, we pray Thee, unto 
Thy rest — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


248 September the Fourth 


GOD, my heavenly Father, who 

hast brought me thus far in safety ; 
comfort me with the remembrance of 
Thy care. Lay not the misusing of my 
morning hours to my charge; while 
there is yet time, let me bring the day 
to victory. When I am weary and 
faint-hearted, inspire me with the vision 
of Thy purpose for my life; when I 
am tempted, make me strong; when 
I complain, teach me Thy patience; 
when I forget, remind me of Thy love. 
And so, O Lord, bring me to the end of 
this day in the joy in which it began, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


i 


LORD, deliver me from anger and 

fromenvy ; from all harsh thoughts 
and unlovely manners. May I forget 
myself, and work the work of Him who 
sent me here; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


September the Fifth 249 


GOD of love, let Thy blessing be 

upon us, and fill us with Thy 
love. Deliver us from all unkindness, 
from offence given or taken; from un- 
righteous anger and an impatient spirit: 
from a hard and unforgiving temper. 
and from evil-speaking; from an un- 
quiet and discontented spirit, from 
gloominess and despondency ; from fears 
and misgivings, from doubts of Thy 
boundless love, and from forgetfulness 
of Thy tender mercies; deliver us, O 
Lord, and fill us with the fulness of Thy 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
this 

ks 


UIDE me, O Lord, in all the 
changes and varieties of this 
world, that, in all things that shall hap- 
pen, I may have an evenness and tran- 
quillity of spirit; that my soul may be 
wholly resigned <o Thy divinest will and 
pleasure, never murmuring at Thy gentle 
chastisements and fatherly correction 


— Amen. 
. JEREMY TAYLOR 


250 September the Sixth 


RAISED be Thou, O God, Al- 
mighty Ruler, who dost make 
the day bright with Thy sunshine, and 
the night with the beams of heavenly 
fires! Listen now to our prayers, and 
forgive us both our conscious and un- 
conscious transgressions. Clothe us 
with the armour of righteousness ; shield 
us with Thy truth, watch over us with 
Thy power; save us from all calamity; 
and give us grace to pass all the days of 
our life, blameless, holy, peaceful, free 
from sin, terror, and offence. For with 
Thee is mercy and plenteous redemption, 
our Lord and God, and to Thee we bring 
our thanks and praise — Amen. 


GREEK CHURCH 


1 


LORD, hear my prayer, fulfil my 
desire to my good, and to the 
praise of Thy holy name — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


September the Seventh 25] 


ARM my cold heart, Lord, I be- 

seech Thee. Take away all that 
hinders me from giving myself to Thee. 
Mould me according to Thine own 
image. Give me grace to obey Thee in 
all things, and ever to follow Thy 
gracious leading. Make me this day to 
be kind to my fellow-men, to be gentle 
and unselfish, careful to hurt no one 
by word or deed, but anxious to do good 
to all, and to make others happy. O 
Lord, forgive the sins of my temper. 
Pardon all my hasty words and un- 
christian thoughts. Make me watchful, 
that I offend not with my tongue. 
Give me a meek and loving spirit, which 
is in Thy sight of great price. I would 
not live unto myself, but unto Thee. 
Keep me from sin this day, and all that 
may offend Thee; for Jesus Christ’s 
sake — Amen. 


ASHTON OXENDEN 


252 September the Eighth 


OOD Lord, who alone orderest all 

things well, I cast myself wholly 
upon Thine infinite mercy; I trust 
Thee with my all, myself, and all whom 
I love, and all which I desire; my 
present and my future, my hopes and 
my fears, my time and my eternity, 
my joys and my sorrows. Deal with 
me as Thou willest, and knowest best, 
only bind me safe to Thine everlasting 
love — Amen. 


TREASURY OF DEVOTION, 1869 


a 


LORD, Thou Fountain of good- 

ness, whose tender mercies are over 
all Thy works, and who hast compassion 
on them that fear Thee, even as a father 
pitieth his children; amid the many 
changes and sorrows of this earthly life, 
grant us a patient resignation to Thy 
will, and contentment under all the 
rulings of Thy Providence — Amen. 


NEW CHURCH BOOK OF WORSHIP, 1876 


September the Ninth 253 
ORD, who knowest all things, 


and lovest all men better than 
Thou knowest, Thine is might and wis- 
dom and love to save us. 

As our fathers called unto Thee, and 
were holpen, and were led along the 
ways Thou seest good, so, in all time 
of need, from all evil, the evil of our 
time and of our hearts, deliver us, good 
Lord. 

From all perplexity of mind; from 
loneliness of thought, and discontented 
brooding, from wondering what Thou 
wouldst have us do, deliver us, Lord. 
Especially from whatever sin besets us, 
save and deliver us with might, O Lord. 

From all bereavement, sorrow, and de- 
sertion; from all things that separate us 
from each other and from our God; from 
all evils we have prayed against, and 
from all we have not thought of, deliver, 
O Lord, Thy servants, whose hope is in 
Thy goodness for ever — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


254 September the Tenth 


ORD, I offer unto Thee all my 
sins and offences, which I have 
committed before Thee, from the day 
wherein I first could sin even to this 
hour; that Thou mayest consume and 
burn them, one and all, with the fire of 
Thy love, and do away all the stains 
of my sins, and cleanse my conscience 
from all offences, and restore to me Thy 
grace, fully forgiving me all, and admit- 
ting me mercifully to the kiss of peace. 
I offer up also unto Thee all that is good 
in me, though it be very small and im- 
perfect, in order that Thou mayest 
amend and sanctify it, that Thou mayest 
make it grateful and acceptable unto 
Thee, and always be perfecting it more 
and more; and bring me also, slothful 
and unprofitable poor creature as I am, 
to a good and blessed end — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


September the Eleventh 255 


HOU, O my God, art ever new, 

though Thou art the most ancient. 
Thou alone art the food for eternity. I 
am to live for ever; not for a time — 
and I have no power over my being; I 
must live on, with intellect and con- 
sciousness for ever, in spite of myself. 
Without Thee eternity would be another 
name for eternal misery. In Thee alone 
have I that which can stay me up for 
ever; Thou alone art the food of my 
soul. Thou alone art inexhaustible, 
and ever offerest to me something new 
to know, something new to love. And 
so on for eternity I shall ever be a little 
child beginning to be taught the rudi- 
ments of Thy infinite Divine nature. 
For Thou art Thyself the seat and centre 
of all good, and the only substance in 
this universe of shadows, and the heaven 
in which blessed spirits live and rejoice 
— Amen. 


JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 


256 September the Twelfth 


GOD, our true Life, in whom and 

by whom all things live, Thou 
commandest us to seek Thee, and art 
ready to be found; Thou biddest us 
knock, and openest when we do so. To 
know Thee is life, to serve Thee is free- 
dom, to enjoy Thee is a kingdom, to 
praise Thee is the joy and happiness of 
the soul. I praise, and bless, and adore 
Thee, I worship Thee, I glorify Thee, 
I give thanks to Thee for Thy great 
glory. I humbly beseech Thee to abide 
with me, to reign in me, to make this 
heart of mine a holy temple, a fit habi- 
tation for Thy Divine majesty. O Thou 
Maker and Preserver of all things, 
visible and invisible! keep, I beseech 
Thee, the work of Thine own hands, 
who trusts in Thy mercy alone for safety 
and protection. Guard me with the 
power of Thy grace, here and in all 
places, now and at all times, forever- 
more — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


September the Thirteenth Pax 


LMIGHTY God, at whose right 
hand are pleasures for evermore, 
we pray Thee to make our religion one of 
joy and brightness. Dispel from our 
minds all doubt, gloom and depression, 
and may we rejoice because we are Thy 
redeemed and forgiven children. Grant 
that day by day our lips may be singing 
Thy praises, and our hearts be gladdened 
in holy anticipation of the life that knows 
no ending; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord’ Amen. 


ik 


UR Father, in whose presence is 
fulness of joy, we pray Thee to 
make us happy every hour of the day 
in the joy of Thy presence; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


MARY WILDER TILESTON 


258 September the Fourteenth 


LORD, what cross willest Thou 

that I should bear this day, for 
love of Thee? Thou knowest, Lord, 
that I am all weakness, strengthen me 
to bear it patiently, humbly, lovingly. 
If I sink under it, look on me and raise 
me up. Give what Thou commandest, 
and command what Thou wilt; sanctify 
my cross to me, and keep me Thine 
own for ever — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


i 


GOD, the Protector of all that 

trust in Thee, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy, in- 
crease and multiply upon us Thy mercy; 
that, Thou being our Ruler and Guide, 
we may so pass through things tem- 
poral that we finally lose not the things 
eternal. Grant this, O heavenly Father, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake our Lord — 
Amen. 


GREGORIAN, A.D. 590; B.C. P. 


September the Fifteenth 259 


E give Thee thanks, Almighty 

God, for the bread of the body 
that perisheth, and we beseech Thee 
to give us that bread by which man’s 
higher life is fed, that we, laying hold 
of the life that never dies, may thereby 
be fitted for the troubles and burdens 
of this life, and look forward with joy 
to the higher and better life. So may 
we live, in constant childlike trust in 
Thee, as to believe, though we behold 
it not, that the end of all things is 
divine, and to catch the music to which 
this world is set by Thee. Lead Thou 
us from the lower life to the better life, 
that little things may lose their power 
to vex us, and, in the midst of the 
troubles of this life, we may have the 
peace of God that passeth all under- 
standing. Of Thy loving-kindness and 
tender mercy hear us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


260 September the Sixteenth 


GOD, who remainest the same 

though all else fades, who changest 
not with our changing moods, who leav- 
est us not when we leave Thee, we thank 
Thee that, when we lose faith in Thee, 
soon or late we come to faith in some- 
thing that leads us back again with 
firmer trust and more security. Even 
if we wander into the far country we 
take ourselves with us; ourselves who 
are set towards Thee as rivers to the sea. 
If we turn to foolishness, our hearts 
grow faint and weary, our path is set 
with thorns, the night overtakes us, and 
we find we have strayed from light and 
life. 

Grant us clearer vision of the light 
which shows no shade of turning, that 
we stray not in folly away; incline our 
hearts to love the truth alone, so that 
we miss Thee not at last; give us to 
realize of what spirit we are, so that we 
cleave ever to Thee, who alone canst give 
us rest and joy — Amen. 


W. E. ORCHARD 


September the Seventeenth 261 


THOU, who hast made us for Thy- 

self, so that our hearts are restless 
until they rest in Thee, we give thanks 
for everything that calls us Home. May 
no cloud of ignorance come between us 
and Thee; but grant that with clear 
minds we may know Thy will concern- 
ing us, and with true hearts perform 
the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


oy 


EAVENLY Master, who dost 
knock at the door of every heart, 
waiting to enter with Thy spirit of for- 
giveness, strengthen us, we pray Thee, to 
remove every rankling feeling of injury, 
every trace of resentment, and with 
whole hearts to forgive as we would be 
forgiven. And for Thy loving kindness 
and tender mercy toward us we will give 
Thee thanks forever — Amen. 


262 September the Eighteenth 
LORD God, Holy Father, be Thou 


blessed both now and for ever- 
more, because as Thou wilt, so is it done, 
and what Thou doest is good. My soul 
is sorrowful, sometimes, even unto tears; 
sometimes also my spirit is disquieted, 
by reason of impending sufferings. I 
long after the joy of Thy peace; the 
peace of Thy children I earnestly crave. 
If Thou give peace, if Thou pour into 
me holy joy, the soul of Thy servant 
shall be full of melody, and shall be- 
come devout in Thy praise. Make me 
a dutiful and humble disciple (as Thou 
art wont to be kind), that I may be ever 
ready to go, if Thou dost but beckon to 
me. Thou knowest what is expedient 
for my spiritual progress, and how 
greatly tribulation serves to scour off the 
rust of sins; do with me according to 
Thy desired good pleasure — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


September the Nineteenth 263 


GOD, since Thou art Love, and 

he that loveth not Thee and his 
brethren knoweth Thee not, and abideth 
in death, deliver us from injustice, envy, 
hatred, and malice; give us grace to 
pardon all who have offended us, and to 
bear with one another, even as Thou, 
Lord, dost bear with us, in Thy patience 
and great loving-kindness — Amen. 


EUGENE BERSIER, 1874 


-¥ 


GOD, who art the Author of love, 

and the Lover of pure peace and 
affection, let all who are terrified by fears, 
afflicted by poverty, harassed by tribu- 
lation, worn down by illness, be set free 
by Thine indulgent tenderness, raised 
up by amendment of life, and cherished 
by Thy daily compassion, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GALLICAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 800 


264. September the Twentieth 
E beseech Thee, O Lord, remem- 


ber all for good; have mercy 
upon all, O God. Remember every soul 
who, being in any affliction, trouble, or 
agony, stands in need of Thy mercy and 
help; all who are in necessity or distress ; 
all who love, or hate us. 

Thou, O Lord, art the Helper of the 
helpless; the Hope of the hopeless; the 
Saviour of them who are tossed with 
tempests; the Haven of them who sail; 
be Thou All to all. The glorious maj- 
esty of the Lord our God be upon us; 
prosper Thou the work of our hands 
upon us; Oh, prosper Thou our handy- 
work. Lord, be Thou within me, to 
strengthen me; without me, to keep me; 
above me to protect me; beneath me, 
to uphold me; before me, to direct me; 
behind me, to keep me from straying; 
round about me, to defend me. Blessed 
be Thou, O Lord, our Father, for ever 


and ever — Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


September the Twenty-first 265 
LORD, we beseech Thee to deliver 


us from fear of the unknown 
future, from fear of failure, from fear of 
poverty, from fear of bereavement, from 
fear of loneliness, from fear of sickness 
and pain, from fear of old age, and from 
fear of death; and fill our hearts with 
cheerful courage, and loving trust in 
Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 


Amen. 
ARRANGED BY MARY WILDER TILESTON 


i 

E beseech Thee, Lordand Master, 

to be our help and succor. Save 
those who are in tribulation ; have mercy 
on the lonely; lift up the fallen; show 
Thyself unto the needy; heal the un- 
godly; convert the wanderers of Thy 
people; feed the hungry; raise up the 
weak; comfort the faint-hearted. Let 
all the peoples know that Thou art God 
alone, and Jesus Christ is Thy Son, and 
we are Thy people and the sheep of Thy 
pasture; for the sake of Christ Jesus 
— Amen. 

ST. CLEMENT OF ROME. (¢. A.D. 96) 


266 September the Twenty-second 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
the Source of all being and life, 
whose mercies are infinite, and whose 
love is unceasing; to Thee we commend 
all souls departed, praying Thee to 
cleanse them from every taint and trace 
of sin, that in the communion of saints 
they may find the joy and peace of a 
perfect life; through the all-sufficient 
merits of our only Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


GILBERT C. BINYON 


1 


LORD, call me hence whensoever 

Thou wilt, but grant that I may 
follow cheerfully, firmly believing that 
Thou art mighty and good; then shall 
Thy loving Spirit lead me forth into the 
land of uprightness. Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven — Amen. 


PARADISE FOR THE CHRISTIAN SOUL 


September the Twenty-third 267 


LORD, of Thy tender love, pre- 

pare Thou Thyself a place for 
Thyself in my heart. Empty my heart 
of every feeling, thought, emotion, 
desire, purpose, anxiety, hope, fear, 
which may interfere with Thy love. 
Open my whole heart to receive Thee; 
let nothing shut Thee out, nothing be 
shut to Thee. Thou alone canst fit 
my heart for Thyself; cleanse it wholly 
by Thy Spirit, that it may wholly love 
Thee, be wholly filled with Thee, wholly 
penetrated, enlightened, warmed, by 
Thee, that Thou mayest dwell in it 
forever, and it may love Thee with Thine 
own love in it everlastingly — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


ay 


OOK upon me, O Lord, and pity 
me; make me, and let me be Thine 
by the choice of my will — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


268 September the Twenty-fourth 


THOU who art the life of all that 

lives, the strength of the weak, and 
the hope of those that be cast down, 
inform our minds with Thy truth, we 
beseech Thee, and enlarge our hearts 
with righteousness; strengthen our wills 
that they may choose the good, and 
refuse the evil; help us to bear each 
other’s burdens, to forgive one another’s 
faults, and to forbear with every defect 
of judgment and of temper in those with 
whom we live, and who daily help us. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


oy 


OST gracious God, to know and 
love whose will is righteousness, 
enlighten our souls with the brightness of 
Thy presence, that we may both know 
Thy will, and be enabled to perform it — 
Amen. 
ROMAN BREVIARY 


September the Twenty-fifth 269 
GOD, who, of Thy great love to 


this world, didst reconcile earth 
to heaven through Thine Only-begotten 
Son; grant that we who, by the dark- 
ness of our sins, are turned aside from 
brotherly love, may, by Thy light shed 
forth in our souls, be filled with Thine 
own sweetness, and embrace our friends 
in Thee, and our enemies for Thy sake, 
in a bond of mutual affection — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. ’700 


i 


GOD, who hast taught us to keep 

all Thy heavenly commandments 
by loving Thee and our neighbor; grant 
us the spirit of peace and grace, that we 
may be both devoted to Thee with our 
whole heart, and united to each other 
with a pure will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 440 


270 September the Twenty-sixth 


LORD, fix my soul on Thee; let 

me not weary myself with cares 
and anxieties and harass of this life, 
who hope to live with Thee in Thine 
everlasting love. Let me not be anx- 
ious about anything, save that Thou 
shouldest love me, and make my soul 
as Thou lovest and willest — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


i 


E, Thou, O God, a Refuge from the 

storm, and a Shadow from the 
heat. Even whilst we are lying safely 
in Thine arms, we are sometimes fool- 
ishly timid. Oh, help our unbelief, and, 
in Thy tenderness, assure us of Thy pro- 
tection. Thou canst make all things 
work together for good to them that 
love Thee. Let not calamity injure 
our souls; let not sorrow corrode our 
hearts — Amen. 


HUNTER’S DEVOTIONAL SERVICES, 1892 


September the Twenty-seventh 27] 


LMIGHTY God, who art the 
Strength of all who put their trust 

in Thee, grant unto us in the midst of 
the troubles of this mortal life, that, be- 
ing confident in Thy wisdom and good- 
ness, and Thine abiding love, we may 
endure all things in a quiet spirit, seeking 
ever in the midst of the things of this 
world to meditate oft-times upon the 
divine peace, and the heavenly rest of 
the glorified spirits of light; and, being 
held up by Thy mercy, may neither 
faint nor fear, but pass on, doing faith- 
fully the duties of life, and, in our last 
hour, supported by the everlasting arms, 
we beseech Thee to guide us into the 
life everlasting. This we ask, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


272 September the Twenty-eighth 
LMIGHTY, everlasting God, to 


whom no prayer is ever made 
without hope of Thy mercy, be gracious 
to all souls of Thy servants now departed 
this life, that, being loosed from the 
bonds of sin and death, they may, with 
all Thy people, be satisfied from Thine 
eternal joys; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, AND QUEEN ELIZABETH’S PRIMER 


i 


TERNAL and unchangeable God, 
in whom alone we find rest for our 
weariness and comfort for our sorrow, 
and from whom alone cometh all true 
joy, keep our hearts, we beseech Thee, 
ever fixed on Thee through life and 
death, waiting patiently for that glori- 
ous day when we shall rejoice in the 
fulness of Thy love for evermore — 
Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


September the Twenty-ninth 273 


H, send Thy light and Thy truth, 
that I may live always near to 
Thee, my God. Oh, let me feel Thy 
love, that I may be, as it were, already 
in heaven, that I may do all my work as 
the angels do theirs; and, oh, let me be 
ready for every work, be ready to go out 
or go in, to stay or depart, just as Thou 
shalt appoint. Lord, let me have no 
will of my own; nor consider my true 
happiness as depending, in the smallest 
degree, on anything that can befall me 
outwardly, but as consisting altogether 
in conformity to Thy will — Amen. 


HENRY MARTYN (1781-1812) 


-k 
E beseech Thee, O Lord, that 


Thou wouldest keep our tongues 
from evil, and our lips from speaking 
guile; that, as Thy holy angels ever sing 
Thy praises in heaven, so with our 
tongues we may at all times glorify Thee 


on earth — Amen. 
ROMAN BREVIARY 


274 September the Thirtieth 


ETERNAL God, who hast created 

me to do the work of God after 
the manner of men, and to serve Thee 
in this generation, and according to my 
capacities; give me Thy grace that I 
may be a prudent spender of my time, so 
as I may best prevent or resist all 
temptation, and be profitable to the 
Christian commonwealth; and, by dis- 
charging all my duty, may glorify Thy 
name. Take from me all slothfulness, 
and give me a diligent and an active 
spirit, and wisdom to choose my employ- 
ment; that I may do works proportion- 
able to my person, and to the dignity 
of a Christian, and may fill up all the 
spaces of my time with actions of religion 
and charity; improving my talent in- 
trusted to me by Thee, my Lord, that 
I may enter into the joy of the Lord, to 
partake of Thy eternal felicities, even 
for Thy mercy’s sake — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


October the First 275 


OME, O Lord, in much mercy down 

into my soul, and take possession 
and dwell there; a homely mansion, I 
confess, for so glorious a Majesty, but 
such as Thou art fitting up for the recep- 
tion of Thee, by holy and fervent de- 
sires of Thine own inspiring. Enter 
then, and adorn, and make it such as 
Thou canst inhabit, since it is the work 
of Thy hands. Give me Thine own 
self, without which, though Thou 
shouldst give me all that ever Thou hast 
made, yet could not my desires be 
satisfied. Let my soul ever seek Thee, 
and let me persist in seeking, till I have 
found, and am in full possession of 
Thee — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


i 


OST loving Lord, give me a child- 
like love of Thee, which may 
cast out all fear — Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


276 October the Second 


LMIGHTY God, comfort us by 

Thy fullness. Our strength is but 
weakness, our knowledge is but small, 
our life but passing away. By Thine 
eternal wisdom, by Thine unshaken 
power, Thy constant years, Thine un- 
failing love, uphold and comfort us, that 
we, ever feeling that our little lives are 
altogether in Thee, may look forward to 
the ending of this mortal life without 
fear, longing for and hoping for an en- 
trance into that large abundantlife where 
Thou shalt be all in all — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


*k 


ELP me to resolve, in Thy strength, 

that I will take willingly and 

sweet-temperedly, as part of Thy loving 

discipline, all, that may come to me to- 

day of pain or annoyance, or crossing of 
my will, or doing without — Amen. 


L. H. M. SOULSBY 


October the Third 277 


UR Father, grant us, this day, the 
sense of Thy presence to cheer, 
and Thy light to direct us, and give us 
strength for Thy service. And yet 
more, Father, give us Thine own help 
and blessing in our sorrows, our faint- 
ness, our failure and sin. Thou knowest 
that we cannot bear our burdens alone. 
Weare only little children, and the world 
seems very dark to us, and our path 
very hard, if we are alone. But we are 
Thy little children; and so we know we 
can come to our Father, to ask Thee to 
help us, and enliven us, and strengthen 
us, and give us hope. We are not 
ashamed of our tears, for our Lord has 
wept with us. We do not ask Thee to 
take away our sorrow, for He was made 
perfect through suffering; but we do 
ask Thee to be with us as Thou wert 
with Him, our Father, close to Thy little 
ones, even as He has promised us — 
Amen. 


THE ALTAR AT HOME, 1862 


278 October the Fourth 


LESSED are all Thy saints, my 
God and King, who have travelled 
over the tempestuous sea of mortality, 
and have at last made the desired port 
of peace and felicity. Oh, cast a gra- 
cious eye upon us who are still in our 
dangerous voyage. Remember and 
succor us in our distress, and think on 
them that lie exposed to the rough 
storms of troubles and temptations. 
Strengthen our weakness, that we may 
do valiantly in this spiritual war; help 
us against our own negligence and 
cowardice, and defend us from the 
treachery of our unfaithful hearts. We 
are exceeding frail, and indisposed to 
every virtuous and gallant undertaking. 
Grant, O Lord, that we may bring our 
vessel safe to shore, unto our desired 
haven — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


October the Fifth 279 
MERCIFUL Father, to whose 


house of many mansions Thy child 
shall one day approach alone, by lying 
down to sleep, let Thy renewing hands 
be upon me, and Thy loving eyes behold 
me as I go to sleep this night. Thou 
who givest Thy beloved sleep, grant 
that I may rest at peace with Thee, and 
with all Thy creatures. Renew my 
body, and cleanse my heart and soul 
by Thy creative power, and grant that 
the morning light may make me rejoice 
alike in rendering new service to Thee, 
and in being one day nearer to the vision 
of Thy face; for His sake who died for 
us and rose again, Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


KEMPER BOCOCK 


ey 


[NTO Thine hand I commit my spirit : 
Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God 
of truth. 
PSALM XXXI: 5 


280 October the Sixth 


HOU Brightness of eternal glory, 
Thou Comfort of the pilgrim soul, 
with Thee is my tongue without voice, 
and my very silence speaketh unte Thee. 
Come, Oh, come; for without Thee I 
shall have no joyful day or hour; tor 
Thou art my joy, and without Thee my 
table is empty. Praise and glory be 
unto Thee; let my mouth, my soul, and 
all creatures together, praise and bless 
Thee — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


< 


HOU, who art the eternal protection 
and salvation of our souls, arm us, 
weentreat Thee, with the helmet of hope, 
and the shield of Thy invincible defence ; 
that so, helped by Thee in the straits of 
our necessities, we may be filled with 
joy and gladness with those who love 
Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


October the Seventh 281 
THANK Thee, O my God, that 


Thou hast made me, redeemed me, 
and hast kept me in Thy grace until 
now. Thy mercy is it, O my God, if I 
have done any good, or that I have been 
kept from any evil. Blessed be Thou 
for every good thought Thou hast put 
into my heart, and for the grace to obey 
it; for every blessing without and 
within. With my whole soul, and all its 
powers, and above its powers, I would 
praise Thee. Lord, help me Thyself to 
praise Thee, with the silent praise of 


thankful love — Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


1 


ALMIGHTY and most merciful 

God, of Thy bountiful goodness 
keep us, we beseech Thee, from al) 
things that may hurt us; that we, being 
ready both in body and soul, may cheer- 
fully accomplish those things which 
Thou commandest; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 

GELASIAN, A.D. 492; Ba Combs 


282 October the Eighth 
LORD, lift up the light of Thy 


countenance upon us: let Thy 
peace rule in our hearts; and may it be 
our strength and our song, in the house 
of our pilgrimage. We commit our- 
selves to Thy care and keeping this day ; 
let Thy grace be mighty in us, and suffi- 
cient for us, and let it work in us both 
to will and to do of Thine own good 
pleasure, and grant us strength for all 
the duties of the day. Keep us from 
sin; give us the rule over our own 
spirits; and keep us from speaking 
unadvisedly with our lips. May we 
live together in peace and holy love, and 
do Thou command Thy blessing upon us, 
even life for evermore. Prepare us for 
all the events of the day; for we know 
not what a day may bring forth. Give 
us grace to deny ourselves; to take up 
our cross daily, and to follow in the steps 
of our Lord and Master — Amen. 


MATTHEW HENRY (1662-1714) 


October the Ninth 283 
LMIGHTY Father, who neither 


slumberest nor sleepest, we humbly 
pray Thee to watch over us this night 
with the eyes of Thy mercy, and over all 
who are near and dear to us. Grant us 
quiet and refreshing sleep such as may fit 
us for the duties of the morrow. Put 
far away from us all worldly cares and 
earthly fears, and give us holy thoughts 
of Thee, that we may repose in perfect 
peace in the everlasting arms of Thy 
fatherly love; and, whether we wake or 
sleep, may live together with Him who 
died and rose again for us, Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


FAMILY PRAYER 


ay 


ET, I pray Thee, Thy merciful 
kindness be for my comfort, accord- 
ing to Thy word unto Thy servant. 


PSALM CXIX: 76 


284 October the Tenth 


RANT, we beseech Thee, merciful 

Lord, to thy faithful people par- 

don and peace, that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins, and serve 

Thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 492; B.C. P. 


k 


GOD, whose eternal Providence 

has embarked our souls in the ship 
of our bodies, not to expect any port of 
anchorage on the sea of this world, but 
to steer through it to Thy glorious king- 
dom, preserve us, O Lord, from the 
dangers that on all sides assault us, and 
keep our affections still fitly disposed 
to receive Thy holy inspirations; that, 
being carried sweetly and strongly for- 
ward by Thy Holy Spirit, we may 
happily arrive at last in the haven where 
we would be; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


HICKES’ DEVOTIONS, 1700 


October the Eleventh 285 
LORD, the God of mercy, unto 


whom all live, vouchsafe, we be- 
seech Thee, unto the souls of the faithful 
departed a place of refreshment, blessed 
rest, and perfect release from all sin and 
sorrow, where the light of Thy presence 
shineth for evermore. And grant that 
we may be united with them in the bliss 
of Thine eternal glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 

GILBERT C. BINYON 


1 


ALMIGHTY God, who hast knit 

together Thine elect in one com- 
munion and fellowship, in the mystical 
body of Thy Son Christ our Lord; grant 
us grace so to follow Thy blessed saints 
in all virtuous and godly living that we 
may come to those unspeakable joys 
which Thou hast prepared for those who 
unfeignedly love Thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, 1549 


286 October the Twelfth 
OFTEN our hearts, O Lord, that 


we may be moved no less at the 
necessities and griefs of our neighbors 
than if they concerned ourselves, or 
the cases that touched us nearest, and 
let us think them to befall even to our 
dearest friends. Let us pity them as 
ourselves, and, in their adversity, let 
us have compassion upon them, that, 
as we would have pitied ourselves for 
the like cause, so we may be moved with 
pity towards those whom we see op- 
pressed with the same adversities — 
Amen. 

LUDOVICUS VIVES 


i 


ONFIRM, O Lord, we pray Thee, 

the hearts of Thy children, and 

strengthen them with the power of Thy 

grace; that they may both be devout in 

prayer to Thee, and sincere in love for 

each other; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


LEONINE, A. D. 440 


October the Thirteenth 287 


LORD, our heavenly Father, Al- 

mighty and everlasting God, who 
hast safely brought us to the beginning 
of this day, defend us in the same with 
Thy mighty power; and grant that this 
day we fall into no sin, neither run into 
any kind of danger; but that all our 
doings, being ordered by Thy govern- 
ance, may be righteous in Thy sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY 5 B.C.P. 


oy 


LORD, who hast mercy upon all, 

take away from me my sins, and 
mercifully kindle in me the fire of Thy 
Holy Spirit. Take away from me the 
heart of stone, and give me a heart of 
flesh, a heart to love and adore Thee, a 
heart to delight in Thee, to follow and 
to enjoy Thee, for Christ’s sake — 
Amen. 


ST. AMBROSE (340-397) 


288 October the Fourteenth 


H, teach us to know Thee, our God, 
and enable us to do Thy will as we 
ought to do. Give us hearts to love 
Thee, to trust and delight in Thee, and 
to adhere and cleave in faithfulness untc 
Thee; that no temptations may draw 
us, nor any tribulations drive us, from 
Thee; but that all Thy dispensations 
to us, and all Thy dealings with us, may 
be the messengers of Thy love to our 
souls, to bring us still nearer to Thy 
blessed self, and to make us fitter for 
Thy heavenly kingdom — Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 
i 


LORD, we beseech Thee merci- 

fully to hear our prayers, and 
stretch forth the right hand of Thy 
power against all things that fight 
against us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


October the Fifteenth 289 


THOU who art the all-pervading 

glory of the world, we bless Thee 
for the power of beauty to gladden 
our hearts. We praise Thee for our 
brothers, the masters of form and color 
and sound, who have power to unlock 
for us the vaster spaces of emotion, and 
to lead us by their hand into the reaches 
of nobler passions. We rejoice in their 
gifts, and pray Thee to save them from 
the temptations which beset their 
powers. Kindle in their hearts a pas- 
sionate pity for the joyless lives of the 
people, and make them rejoice if they 
are found worthy to hold the cup of 
beauty to lips that are athirst. Make 
them the reverent interpreters of God 
to man,— who see Thy face and hear 
Thy voice in all things, that so they may 
unveil for us the beauties of nature 
which we have passed unseeing, and the 
sadness and sweetness of humanity to 
which our selfishness has made us 


blind — Amen. 


WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


290 October the Sixteenth 
HEAVENLY Father, the Father 


of all wisdom, understanding, and 
true strength, I beseech Thee, for Thy 
only Son our Saviour Christ’s sake, look 
mercifully upon me, wretched creature, 
and send Thine Holy Spirit into my 
breast; that not only I may understand, 
according to Thy wisdom, how this 
temptation is to be borne off, and with 
what answer it is to be beaten back; 
but also, when I must join to fight in the 
field for the glory of Thy holy name, that 
then I, being strengthened with the 
defence of Thy right hand, may man- 
fully stand in the confession of Thy faith, 
and of Thy truth, and may continue in 
the same unto the end of my life, through 
the same our Lord Jesus Christ — 
Amen. 


NICHOLAS RIDLEY (1500-1555) 


October the Seventeenth 291 


THOU Hope of all holy and 

humble men of heart, and the 
Saviour of them that trust in Thee in 
time of trouble, give us not over as 
captives, in spiritual chains; but recover 
us, that we may awake to do Thy will. 
Lord, Thou knowest all our desire, and 
our secret sighing is not hidden from 
Thee. Into Thy hands I commend my 
soul and my prayer: give what Thou 
seest fit, and fit us for what Thou givest. 
Give us wisdom to abound, or patience 
to suffer need; and where the Master 
placed us, there to be content. Let all 
our work be done well before we come to 
die; and let us be gathered into Thine 
arms, as the harvesters gather a shock 
in full season. Let our death be happy; 
and our happiness beyond the power of 
death — Amen. 


ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


292 October the Eighteenth 


HOW Thy mercy to me, O Lord, 
to glad my heart withal. Let me 
find Thee, for whom I long. Lo, here 
the man that was caught of thieves, 
wounded, and left for half dead, as he 
was going towards Jericho. Thou kind- 
hearted Samaritan, take me up. I am 
the sheep that is gone astray; O Good 
Shepherd, seek me out, and bring me 
home to Thy fold again. Deal favor- 
ably with me according to Thy good 
pleasure, that I may dwell in Thy house 
all the days of my life, and praise Thee 
for ever and ever with them that are 
there — Amen. 
ST. JEROME, TRANSLATED A.D. 1578 


ot 
GOD, the Renewer and Lover of 


innocency, turn the hearts of all 
Thy servants to Thyself, that they may 
be found ever rooted in faith and fruit- 
ful in works, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


October the Nineteenth 293 
RANT unto us, Almighty God, 


that, when our vision fails, and 
our understanding is darkened; when 
the ways of life seem hard, and the 
brightness of life is gone, — to us grant 
the wisdom that deepens faith when the 
sight is dim, and enlarges trust when the 
understanding is not clear. And when- 
soever Thy ways in nature or in the soul 
are hard to be understood, then may our 
quiet confidence, our patient trust, our 
loving faith in Thee be great, and as 
children knowing that they are loved, 
cared for, guarded, kept, may we with a 
quiet mind at all times put our trust in 
the unseen God. So may we face life 
without fear, and death without faint- 
ing; and, whatsoever may be in the life 
to come, give us confident hope that 
whatsoever is best for us both here and 
hereafter is Thy good pleasure, and will 
be Thy law — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


294 October the Twentieth 
LORD God, Father of mercies, 


the Fountain of comfort and bless- 
ing, of life and peace, of plenty and par- 
don, who fillest heaven with Thy glory, 
and earth with Thy goodness; I give 
Thee the most earnest, and most humble 
returns of my glad and thankful heart, 
for Thou hast refreshed me with Thy 
comforts, and enlarged me with Thy 
blessing; for, besides the blessings of all 
mankind, the blessings of nature and the 
blessings of grace, the support of every 
minute, and the comforts of every day, 
Thou hast poured out an excellent ex- 
pression of Thy loving-kindness upon 
me. Thou, Lord, hast made me glad 
through Thy works; I will rejoice in 
giving praise for the operations of Thy 
hands. Blessed be the Lord which only 
doeth wondrous and gracious things; 
and blessed be the Name of His Majesty 
for ever; and all the earth shall be filled 
with His Majesty — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


October the Twenty-first 295 


LMIGHTY God, our Heavenly 

Father, who hast given us in Thy 
Son Jesus Christ a fountain of life, which, 
springing up within us, can make all 
things new, we thank Thee for the 
deeper meaning which He gives to life, 
— for the quickened sense of duty, the 
faith under sorrow, the immortal hopes, 
which we owe to Him. And we pray 
that His divine instructions may be so 
received by us with grateful hearts, that 
no resistance of ours may hinder His 
freely working within us a miracle as 
when He changed the water into wine. 
In the power of His Spirit, may our 
griefs be transformed into consolations, 
our infirmities into strength to do well, 
our sins into repentance, our fainting 
and halting spirits into an heavenly 
mind; and finally the doubts, the dis- 
couragements, the trials, of this earthly 
life, into the full assurance and un- 
clouded bliss of an eternal life with 
Thee, through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord.Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


‘296 October the Twenty-second 


LORY be to Thee, O Lord: glory 
be to Thee. That this day, and 
every day, may come on, perfect, holy, 
peaceable, healthful, and without sin, 
grant, Lord, we beseech Thee. What 
things are good and profitable to our 
souls, together with peace in this world, 
grant, Lord, we beseech Thee. That we 
may accomplish the rest of our life in 
repentance and godly fear, in health 
and peace, grant, Lord, we beseech 
Thee. Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are of good 
report, — that we may think on these 
things to do them, grant, Lord, we 
beseech Thee. A Christian end of our 
life, without sin, without shame, and, 
if Thou thinkest good, without pain; 
when Thou wilt, and as Thou wilt, grant, 
Lord, we beseech Thee — Amen. 


LANCELOT ANDREWES (1555-1626) 


October the Twenty-third 297 


E thank Thee that, to those who 
love Thee, 

The best is ever yet to be: 

That, if we abide in Thee, we can never 
grow old, 

For Thou, our Master, art eternally 
young, 

Eternally radiant with the joyful energy, 
the freshness and buoyancy of 
youth. 

We thank Thee for the sacred elixir of 
Thy Spirit, 

Which wardeth forever from those who 
love Thee 

All weariness of soul, all carking anxiety, 

All discouragement in failure, 

All old age of the soul. 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


Vy 


OW excellent is Thy lovingkind- 

ness, O God! therefore the chil- 

dren of men put their trust under the 
shadow of Thy wings — Amen. 


PSALM XXXVI: 7 


298 October the Twenty-fourth 


MY God, possess my soul with 

such an ardent love of Thee, so 
buoyant above all other affections, that 
no one may ever come in competition 
with it; such a love as may not only 
subdue all other affections, but purify 
and make them innocent; such a love 
as may create in my soul a perpetual 
pleasure in the contemplation of Thee, 
and a continual thirst after Thee; a 
love which may transport my _ soul 
with Thy divine perfections, and paint 
there such bright ideas of Thy glorious 
majesty that none of the trifling 
pleasures and temptations of this world 
may be able to make on it the least im- 
pression. And as, my gracious Lord, 
Thou hast given me much, and forgiven 
me much, so raise my love to a degree 
proportionable to Thy bounty and 
mercy — Amen. 


CHARLES HOW (1661-1745) 


October the Twenty-fifth 299 


LORD God, our Governor, we 

beseech Thee, of Thy mercy, that 
we may have the heavenly vision, and 
behold things as they seem unto Thee, 
that the turmoil of this world may be 
seen by us to be bringing forth the sweet 
peace of the eternal years, and that in 
all the troubles and sorrows of our own 
hearts we may behold good, and so, with 
quiet mind and inward peace, careless 
of outward storm, we may do the duty 
of life which brings to us a quiet heart, 
ever trusting in Thee. We give Thee 
thanks for all Thy mercy. We beseech 
Thy forgiveness of all our sins. We 
pray Thy guidance in all things, Thy 
presence in the hour of death, Thy 
glory in the life tocome. Of Thy mercy 
hear us, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
— Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


300 October the I'wenty-sixth 


SOURCE of Life and Strength! 

many of Thy mercies do we plainly 
see, and we believe in a boundless store 
behind. No morning stars that sing 
together can have deeper call than we 
for grateful joy. Thou hast given us a 
life of high vocation, and Thine own 
breathing in our hearts interprets for us 
its sacred opportunities. Thou hast 
cheered the way with many dear aftec- 
tions and glimpses of solemn beauty and 
everlasting truth. Not a cloud of sor- 
row, but Thou hast touched with glory: 
not a dusty atmosphere of care, but 
Thy light shines through! And, lest 
our spirits should fail before Thine 
unattainable perfections, Thou hast set 
us in the train of Thy saints who have 
learned to take up the cross of sacrifice. 
Let the time past suffice to have wrought 
our own will, and now make us conse- 
crate to Thine — Amen. 


JAMES MARTINEAU 


October the Twenty-seventh 30] 


AY my whole being, O God, be 
one thanksgiving unto Thee, may 
all within me praise Thee and love Thee; 
for all which Thou hast forgiven, and all 
which Thou hast given; for Thine un- 
known hidden blessings, and for those 
which in my negligence or thoughtless- 
ness I passed over; for any and every 
gift of nature or of grace; for my power 
of loving; for all blessings within and 
without; and for all which Thou hast 
yet in store for me; for everything 
whereby Thou hast drawn me nearer to 
Thyself, whether joy or sorrow; for all 
whereby Thou willest to make me Thine 
own for ever — Amen. 
E. B. PUSEY 


a 


I WILL whatsoever Thou willest; I 
will because Thou willest; I will in 
that manner Thou willest; I will as long 
as Thou willest — Amen. 


TREASURY OF DEVOTION, 1869 


302 October the Twenty-eighth 


GOD, who hast enkindled in the 

holy bosoms of all Thy saints so 
great an ardor of faith that they despised 
all bodily pains, while hastening with all 
earnestness to Thee, the Author of life; 
hear our prayers, and grant that the 
hateful sweetness of sin may wax faint 
in us, and we may glow with the infused 
warmth of love for Thee; through Thy 
mercy, O our God, who art blessed, 
and dost live, and govern all things, 
world without end — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. "700 


aie 


OST merciful God, the helper of 

all men, so strengthen us by Thy 

power, that our sorrow may be turned 

into joy, and we may continually glorify 

Thy holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


October the Twenty-ninth 303 


OMFORT, we beseech Thee, most 
gracious God, Thy servants who 
are cast down and faint of heart amidst 
the sickness and sorrow of the world; 
and grant that, by the power of Thy 
Holy Spirit, they may be enabled to go 
upon their way rejoicing; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


i 


O Thou ever teach us, O Lord, that 
all hearts are empty except Thou 
fillest them, and all desires fail except 
they crave after Thee; of Thy com- 
passion do Thou give us light and grace 
to seek and find Thee, that we may be 
Thine and Thou mayest be ours for ever 
and ever s—iAmen. 


304 October the Thirtieth 


LORD, let that become possible 

to me by Thy grace, which by 
nature seems impossible to me. Thou 
knowest that I am able to suffer but 
little, and that I am quickly cast down, 
when a slight adversity ariseth. For 
Thy Name’s sake, let every exercise of 
tribulation be amiable and desirable to 
me; for to suffer and to be disquieted 
for Thy sake is very wholesome for my 
soul — Amen. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS 


ay 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 

who, in the abundance of Thy 
goodness, dost exceed the deserts as well 
as the desires of Thy suppliants, pour 
forth upon us Thy mercy; that Thou 
mayest forgive those things whereof 
our conscience is afraid, and add unto 
us those things which our prayer dareth 
not to ask; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 492 
SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


October the Thirty-first 305 


GOD, the Father of Consolation, 

let me neither desire anything 
against Thy will, nor in disappointment 
seek comfort away from Thee; but, 
knowing Thy will to comprehend what 
is best, in both my own life and my 
neighbor’s, and in that of all creatures, 
let me ever resign myself to Thy dis- 
posal, who out of evil bringest good, and 
to whom our prayer should be in perfect 
peace. Give us what Thou seest fit, 
only fit us for what Thou givest — 


Amen. 
ROWLAND WILLIAMS 


1 


RANT, O Lord, that my petitions 
may always be for those things 
that may fit me to please Thee, and not 
for such as may be the fittest to please 
myself; and, for an accumulation of 
blessings, so influence my soul with Thy 
divine Spirit, that Thy will may ever be 
my pleasure — Amen. 
CHARLES HOW (1661-1745) 


306 November the First 


LMIGHTY God, we do offer unto 
Thee most high praise, and hearty 
thanks for all Thy wonderful graces and 
virtues which Thou hast manifested in 
all Thy saints, and in all other holy 
persons upon earth, who by their lives 
and labors have shined forth as lights in 
the several generations of the world; 
such as were the holy prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, whom we remember with 
honor, and commemorate with joy; 
and for whom, as also for all other Thy 
happy servants, our fathers and breth- 
ren, who have departed this life with the 
seal of faith, we praise and magnify Thy 
holy Name; most humbly desiring that 
we may still continue in their holy com- 
munion, and enjoy the comfort thereof, 
following, with a glad will and mind, 
their holy examples of godly living, and 
steadfastness in Thy faith — Amen. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 1560 


November the Second 307 


E thank Thee for the dear and 

faithful dead, for those who have 
made the distant heavens a Home for us, 
and whose truth and beauty are even 
now in our hearts. One by one Thou 
dost gather the scattered families out of 
the earthly light into the heavenly glory, 
from the distractions and strife and 
weariness of time to the peace of eter- 
nity. We thank Thee for the labors and 
the joys of these mortal years. We 
thank Thee for our deep sense of the 
mysteries that lie beyond our dust, and 
for the eye of faith which Thou hast 
opened for all who believe in Thy Son 
to outlook that mark. May we live 
altogether in Thy faith and love, and in 
that hope which is full of immortality — 
Amen. 


RUFUS ELLIS 


308 November the Third 


ORD, 
In the hurry of everyday life, and 
of service for men, 
We would snatch, again and again, 
A hundred times in a day, 
The brief and golden leisure 
To glance thus up to Thy face, 
To catch once more the sound of Thy 
voice, 
To feel anew the touch of Thy hand, 
To know again that we live in Thee 
— Amen. 


JOHN S, HOYLAND 


i 


GOD, who dost bring men out of 

darkness and the shadow of death, 
such as are bound in affliction and iron, 
free us, we beseech Thee, from the chains 
of our sins, and in Thy great mercy 
deliver us from all evil, through Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 


ROMAN BREVIARY 


November the Fourth 309 
GOD, the Sovereign Good of the 


soul, who requirest the hearts of 
all Thy children; deliver us from ail 
sloth in Thy work, all coldness in Thy 
cause; and grant us by looking unto 
Thee to rekindle our love, and by wait- 
ing upon Thee to renew our strength, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM BRIGHT 


i 


E yield Thee hearty thanks, O 
\ Lord our God, for Thy great 
goodness to us. Mercifully assist us 
in every duty each one of us has to do, 
and vouchsafe to be our Companion 
every day, from morning to night and 
night to morning; that we may love 
Thy presence and walk in it vigilantly, 
and, being delivered from all errors and 
adversities, may joyfully serve Thee in 
all godly quietness; and grant us Thy 
peace all the days of our life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


JAMES SKINNER (1818-1882) 


310 November the Fifth 


ETERNAL God, sanctify my 

body and soul, my thoughts and 
my intentions, my words and actions, 
that whatsoever I shall think, or speak, 
or do, may be by me designed for the 
glorification of Thy Name, and, by Thy 
blessing, it may be effective and success- 
ful in the work of God, according as it can 
be capable. Lord, turn my necessities 
into virtue, the works of nature into 
the works of grace, by making them 
orderly, regular, temperate; and let no 
pride or self-seeking, no covetousness or 
revenge, no little ends and low imagi- 
nations, pollute my spirit, and unhallow 
any of my words and actions; but let 
my body be a servant of my spirit, and 
both body and spirit servants of Jesus; 
that, doing all things for Thy glory here, 
I may be partaker of Thy glory here- 
after, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


November the Sixth 31] 


GOD, our heavenly Father, we 

Thy children come now to Thy 
feet with our supplications. We cannot 
live without Thy blessing. Life is too 
hard for us and duty is too large. We 
get discouraged, and our feeble hands 
hang down. We come to Thee with 
our weakness, asking Thee for strength. 
Help us always to be of good cheer. 
Let us not be disheartened by difficul- 
ties. Let us never doubt Thy love or 
any of Thy promises. Give us grace 
to be encouragers of others, never dis- 
couragers. Let us not go about with 
sadness or fear among men, but may we 
be a benediction to every one we meet, 
always making life easier, never harder, 
for those who come within our influence. 
Help us to be as Christ to others, that 
they may see something of His love in 
our lives and learn to love Him in us. 
We beseech Thee to hear us, to receive 
our prayer, and to forgive our sins, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


JAMES RUSSELL MILLER 


312 November the Seventh 
OOK upon us, O Lord, and let all 


the darkness of our souls vanish 
before the beams of Thy brightness. 
Fill us with holy love, and open to us 
the treasures of Thy wisdom. All our 
desire is known unto Thee, therefore 
perfect what Thou hast begun, and what 
Thy Spirit has awakened us to ask in 
prayer. We seek Thy face, turn Thy 
face unto us and show us Thy glory. 
Then shall our longing be satisfied, and 
our peace shall be perfect — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


<y 


LORD, we beseech Thee mercifully 

to receive the prayers of Thy 
people who call upon Thee; and grant 
that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, and also 
may have grace and power faithfully to 
fulfil the same; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen: 


GREGORIAN, A.D. 590; B.C. P. 


November the Eighth 313 


GOD, who hast put me into Thy 

beautiful world, sparing me thus 
far its sorrow and pain, grant that I may 
remember this Thy great goodness with 
thanksgiving. Take from me all false 
security in mine own strength, and daily 
increase my _ freliance upon Thee. 
Through me bring the gift of Thy joy 
to all who are near me, especially the 
burdened and oppressed; and, when 
the darkness overtakes me, keep me 
mindful of the brightness in which I 
now walk, that in the blackness of the 
world’s night as in the glory of the 
morning, I may abide in Thine ever- 
lasting light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


CHARLES LEWIS SLATTERY 


ry 


DELIGHT to do Thy will, O my 
God: yea, Thy law is within my 
heart. 


PSALM XL: 8 


314 November the Ninth 


OT only lay Thy commands on 
us, O Lord, but be pleased to 
enable us for the performance of every 
duty required of us. And so engage 
our hearts to Thyself that we may make 
it our meat and drink to do Thy will, 
and, with enlarged hearts, run the way 
of Thy commands. Be merciful to us, 
and bless us, and keep us this day in all 
our ways. Let Thy love abound in our 
hearts, and sweetly and _ powerfully 
constrain us to all faithful and cheerful 
obedience — Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 
i 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
who dost govern all things in 
heaven and earth, mercifully hear the 
supplications of Thy people, and grant 
us Thy peace all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GREGORIAN, A.D. $90; B.C. P. 


November the Tenth 315 


OLY Father, whose chosen way of 

manifesting Thyself to Thy chil- 
dren is by the discipline of trial and pain, 
we rejoice that we can turn to Thee in 
the midst of great anxiety, and commit 
all our troubles to Thy sure help. As 
Thou art with us in the sunlight, Oh, 
be Thou with us in the cloud. In the 
path by which Thou guidest us, though 
it be through desert and stormy sea, 
suffer not our faith to fail, but sustain 
us by Thy near presence, and let the 
comforts which are in Jesus Christ fill 
our hearts with peace. And, O God, 
grant that the fiery trial which trieth 
us may not be in vain, but may lead us 
to a cheerful courage, and a holy pa- 
tience; and let patience have her perfect 
work, that we may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing, wholly consecrate to 
Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord — 
Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


316 November the Eleventh 


ORD! when I am in sorrow I think 

on Thee. Listen to the cry of my 
heart, and my sorrowful complaint. 
Yet, O Father, I would not prescribe to 
Thee when and how Thy help should 
come. I will willingly tarry for the hour 
which Thou Thyself hast appointed for 
my relief. Meanwhile, strengthen me 
by Thy Holy Spirit; strengthen my 
faith, my hope, my trust; give me 
patience and resolution to bear my 
trouble; and let me at last behold the 
time when Thou wilt make me glad 
with Thy grace. Ah, my Father! never 
yet hast Thou forsaken Thy children; 
forsake not me. Ever dost Thou give 
gladness unto the sorrowful; O give it 
now unto me. Always dost Thou re- 
lieve the wretched; relieve me_ too, 
when and where and how Thou wilt. 
Unto Thy wisdom, love and goodness 
T leave it utterly — Amen. 


J. F. STARK (1680-1756) 


November the Twelfth 317 
TERNAL God, Fountain of all 


love, trusting in Thy love I come 
before Thee, to speak to Thee, to ask 
Thee for Thy love. Thou knowest all 
I would ask Thee if I dared; Thou 
knowest how I would love Thee if I 
could; Thou knowest all I would hope 
of Thee, if mine own unworthiness did 
not keep me back. Yet Thou givest 
me the longing, Thou wilt give what I 
long for, even Thyself, whom I long for. 
Thou preparest the heart. Prepare my 
heart, O loving God, that I may long for 
Thee more, adore Thee more humbly, 
ask at least, with all the desires of my 
heart, all which Thou art ready to give 
me, which Thou hast prepared for me, 
if I love Thee. Make me to love Thee 
through all Thy love for me, through 
Thine own love in me — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


518 November the Thirteenth 


LORD, this is all my desire — to 

walk along the path of life that 
Thou hast appointed me, even as Jesus 
my Lord would walk along it, in stead- 
fastness of faith, in meekness of spirit, 
in lowliness of heart, in gentleness of 
love. And because outward events 
have so much power in scattering my 
thoughts and disturbing the inward 
peace in which alone the voice of Thy 
Spirit is heard, do Thou, gracious Lord, 
calm and settle my soul by that sub- 
duing power which alone can bring all 
thoughts and desires of the heart into 
captivity to Thyself. All I have is 
Thine; do Thou with all as seems best 
to Thy divine will; for I know not 
what is best. Let not the cares or 
duties of this life press on me _ too 
heavily; but lighten my burden, that 
I may follow Thy way in quietness, 
filled with thankfulness for Thy mercy, 
and rendering acceptable service unto 
Thee — Amen. 


MARIA HARE 


November the Fourteenth 319 


LORD of life, and Lord of love! 

love us into life, and give us life to 
love Thee. Grant us life enough to put 
life into all things, that when we travel 
o’er this part of our life, and it seems 
but dust and barrenness, we may be of 
those who hope in Thee. Touch this 
barrenness, till all things bloom. Touch 
those of us whose life is barrener than 
it need be — lacking knowledge and 
beauty, filled with petty interests and 
foolish cares. Lord, forgive us that our 
life is so poor, and grant us the thoughts 
of God, that we may be enabled for the 
time to come to make this very desert 
blossom as the rose. Grant that in us, 
short-lived, vexed with cares, hungry, 
thirsty, dying, the Spirit of God may so 
come and so dwell, that the beauty of 
the Lord may be upon us, and the work 
‘of our hands be established: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


320 November the Fifteenth 


BESEECH Thee, my most gracious 

God, preserve me from the cares of 
this life, lest I should be too much en- 
tangled therein; also from the many 
necessities of the body, lest I should be 
ensnared by pleasure; and from what- 
soever is an obstacle to the soul, lest, 
being broken with troubles, I should be 
overthrown. Give me strength to re- 
sist, patience to endure, and constancy 
to persevere — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


sy 
GOD, who purifiest the heart of 


man from sin, and makest it more 
white than snow, pour down upon us the 
abundance of Thy mercy; renew, we 
beseech Thee, Thy Holy Spirit within us, 
that we may show forth Thy praise, and, 
strengthened by Thy grace, may obtain 
rest in the eternal mansions of the 
heavenly Jerusalem; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


November the Sixteenth 32) 


LORD God and Father, Thou 

knowest how blind we are to Thy 
presence, how dead to Thy purpose, and 
deaf to Thy call; grant us to feel Thy 
guiding hand through all the scattered 
details of our daily life, in all the tumult 
to hear Thy still, small voice, and in all 
dimness of our spirits to have a sense of 
Thine everlasting arms upbearing us; 
so that, being willing to spend and be 
spent in Thy service, we may accom- 
plish all that Thou wouldest have us to 
do, and at the last find fulfillment in the 
perfect freedom of Thy sole sovereignty ; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord — Amen. 


ik 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 

we pray Thee to reveal to us the 

beauty of Thy perfect will, the gladness 

of Thy service, the power of Thy pres- 
ence in our hearts — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


322 November the Seventeenth 


H, give me light to see, a heart to 
close with, and power to do Thy 
will, O God — Amen. 


THOMAS WILSON (1663-1755) 


1 


LMIGHTY God, and most merci- 
ful Father, give us, we beseech 
Thee, that grace that we may duly ex- 
amine the inmost of our hearts, and our 
most secret thoughts, how we stand 
before Thee; and that we may hence- 
forward never be drawn to do any thing 
that may dishonor Thy name: but may 
persevere in all good purposes, and in 
Thy holy service, unto our lives’ end; 
and grant that we may now this present 
day, seeing it is as good as nothing that 
we have done hitherto, perfectly begin 
to walk before Thee as becometh those 
that are called to an inheritance of light 
in Christ — Amen. 


HICKES’ DEVOTIONS, 1700 


November the Eighteenth 323 


GOD, animate us to cheerfulness. 

May we have a joyful sense of our 
blessings, learn to look on the bright 
circumstances of our lot, and maintain a 
perpetual contentedness under Thy 
allotments. Fortify our minds against 
disappointment and calamity. Pre- 
serve us from despondency, from yield- 
ing to dejection. Teach us that no evil 
is intolerable but a guilty conscience; 
and that nothing can hurt us, if, with 
true loyalty of affection, we keep Thy 
commandments, and take refuge in 
Thee — Amen. 


WILLIAM ELLERY CHANNING 


oy 
LORD, from whom all good things 


do come, grant to us, Thy humble 
servants, that by Thy holy inspiration 
we may think those things that are good, 
and by Thy merciful guiding may per- 
form the same, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ — Amen. 
GELASIAN, A.D. 492; B. C. P. 


324 November the Nineteenth 


GOD, we, who are bound together 

in the tender ties of love, pray 
Thee for a day of unclouded love. May 
no passing irritation rob us of our joy 
in one another. Forgive us if we have 
often been keen to see the human fail- 
ings, and slow to feel the preciousness of 
those who are still the dearest comfort of 
our life. May there be no sharp words 
that wound and scar, and no rift that 
may grow into estrangement. Suffer 
us not to grieve those whom Thou hast 
sent to us as the sweet ministers of love. 
May our eyes not be so holden by selfish- 
ness that we know Thine angels only 
when they spread their wings to return 
to Thee — Amen. 


WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


i 


GOD, do Thou so enfold me in 

Thy holy will, that my life may 
be an unfolding of Thy purpose con 
cerning me, for Jesus’ sake — Amen. 


November the Twentieth 325 


GOD, who art the Fountain of 

Truth and the Giver of spiritual 
knowledge, who leadest us from year to 
year in unchanging love — we bless Thee 
that, when by sight we could not gaze 
upon Thy glory, by faith we can know 
Thee, and lay hold on that Truth which 
giveth light to the soul. Especially do 
we thank Thee for Him in whom the true 
light shineth on every man that cometh 
into the world. And we ask from the 
treasures of Thy grace for a more child- 
like trust, a more faithful spirit, a more 
loyal will. May our obedience open to 
us all spiritual knowledge. May the 
truth of our own lives lead us into 
communion with Thy Spirit of Truth. 
May we be transformed into the like- 
ness of Christ, and so renew Thine image 
on the earth, and hasten the coming of 
that kingdom of truth and liberty and 
love — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


326 November the Twenty-first 
ATCH Thou, dear Lord, with 


those who wake, or watch, or 
weep to-night, and give Thine angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend Thy 
sick ones, O Lord; rest Thy weary ones ; 
bless Thy dying ones; soothe Thy 
suffering ones; pity Thine afflicted ones ; 
shield Thy joyous ones; and all for Thy 
love’s sake — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE 


ay 


MERCIFUL Father, grant me 

such self-control in my imagina- 
tion and my memory that my last waking 
thoughts may strengthen and ennoble 
my soul. So renew me inwardly and 
outwardly that I may be vigorous with 
spiritual purpose, and may awake with 
a morning face and a morning heart — 
Amen. 


L. H. M. SOULSBY 


November the Twenty-second 327 


LORD Jesus Christ, Thou Good 

Shepherd of the sheep, who 
camest to seek the lost, and to gather 
them into Thy fold, have compassion 
upon those who have wandered from 
Thee; feed those who hunger, cause the 
weary to lie down in Thy pastures, bind 
up those who are broken in heart, and 
strengthen those who are weak, that 
we, relying on Thy care and being 
comforted by Thy love, may abide in 
Thy guidance to our lives’ end; for 
Thy name’s sake — Amen. 


ANCIENT COLLECT, A.D. 590 


aT 


MOST merciful Redeemer, Friend 

and Brother, may we know Thee 
more clearly, love Thee more dearly, and 
follow Thee more nearly; for Thine 
own sake — Amen. 


ST. RICHARD, BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 
(C. 1197-1253) 


328 November the Twenty-third 
OOK upon us and hear us, O Lord 


our God; and assist those en- 
deavors to please Thee which Thou 
Thyself hast granted to us; as Thou 
hast given the first act of will, so give 
the completion of the work; grant that 
we may be able to finish what Thou hast 
granted us to wish to begin — Amen. 


MOZARABIC, BEFORE A.D. 700 


sy 


GOD, who hast taught us to do 

unto others as we would they 
should do unto us; give me grace to 
cleanse my heart and hands from all 
fraud and wrong, that I may hurt no- 
body by word or deed, but be true and 
just in all my dealings; that so, keeping 
innocency and taking heed unto the 
thing that is right, I may have peace at 
the last; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS, 1860 


November the Twenty-fourth 329 


E Thou Thyself, O Lord, the 
Sanctifier and the Shepherd of 
Thy people, that we, who are strength- 
ened by Thy help, may, in our daily 
life, walk with Thee, and in all quietness 
of spirit serve Thee, through Jesus 

Christ our Master — Amen. 

ROMAN BREVIARY 


a 


OST great and glorious God, who 

hast appointed therivers to hasten 
with a rapid motion to the sea, be 
graciously pleased, I most humbly be- 
seech Thee, to make the stream of my 
will perpetually to flow a cheerful and 
impetuous course, bearing down pleas- 
ure, interest, afflictions, death, and all 
other obstacles and impediments what- 
soever before it, till it plunge itself joy- 
fully into the unfathomable ocean of 
Thy divine will, for the sake of Thy be- 
loved Son, my Saviour, Jesus Christ 
— Amen. 

CHARLES HOW (1661-1745) 


330 November the Twenty-fifth 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 

who dost enkindle the flame of Thy 

love in the hearts of the saints, grant 

unto us the same faith and power of love; 

that, as we rejoice in their triumphs, we 

may profit by their examples, through 
~esus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GOTHIC MISSAL 


ay 


OUR into our hearts the spirit of 
unselfishness, so that, when our cup 
overflows, we may seek to share our 
happiness with our brethren. O Thou 
God of Love, who makest Thy sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendest rain on the just and the unjust, 
grant that we may become more and 
more Thy true children, by receiving 
into our souls more of Thine own spirit 
of ungrudging and unwearying kindness ; 
which we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
—— Aniens 


HUNTER’S DEVOTIONAL SERVICES, 1892 


November the Twenty-sixth 33] 


THOU whoart Love, and whoseest 

all the suffering, injustice and 
misery which reign in this world, look 
mercifully, we implore Thee, upon the 
poor, the oppressed, and all who are 
heavy laden with error, labor, and sor- 
row. Fill our hearts with deep com- 
passion for those who suffer, and haster 
the coming of Thy kingdom of justi e 
and truth — Amen. 


EUGENE BERSIER 


oy 


LORD, Shield of our help, whe 

wilt not suffer us to be tempted 
above that we are able, help us, we en- 
treat Thee, in all our straits and wres- 
tlings, to lift up our eyes unto Thee, 
and stay our hearts on Thee — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


332 November the Twenty-seventh 


PEN Thou my heart for Thy love, 

keep Thy love in me, prepare me 

by Thy love for greater fulness of Thy 

love, until I have reached the fullest 

measure of love which Thou, in Thine 
eternal love, hast willed for me. 

Make me, in thought, word, and deed, 
to love Thee, and thank Thee, and praise 
Thee, and praising Thee to love Thee 
more, and know Thee more, how worthy 
Thou art of all love and praise, until I 
be fitted with all Thy saints and angels 
to love Thee and praise Thee everlast- 
ingly, and breathe out my soul to Thee 
in loving Thee and praising Thee for all 
Thy boundless, undeserved love to me, 
Thy poor sinner, yet, though a sinner, 


Thine, O God, my God — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


November the Twenty-eighth 333 


OD of our life, there are days when 
the burdens we carry chafe our 
shoulders and weigh us down; when the 
road seems dreary and endless, the skies 
grey and threatening; when our lives 
have no music in them, and our hearts 
are lonely, and our souls have lost their 
courage. Flood the path with light, we 
beseech Thee; turn our eyes to where 
the skies are full of promise; tune our 
hearts to brave music; give us the sense 
of comradeship with heroes and saints 
of every age; and so quicken our spirits 
that we may be able to encourage the 
souls of all who journey with us on the 
road of life, to Thy honor and glory — 
Amen. 


“i 


HOU knowest, O Lord, what most 

I require; help me, and out o% 
the treasury of Thy goodness succor 
Thou my needy soul — Amen. 


E. B. PUSEY 


334. November the Twenty-ninth 


ATHER, 
No glimpse of light can we see 
On our future path; 
But our hands are in Thy strong hand; 
And Thou canst see. 


Therefore, fearless and unafraid, 

We will march through the darkness, 

Upheld and guarded and led by Thy 
love, 

Well knowing that every step of the way 

Shall prove Thee more faithful and 
tender, 

More wholly enough for all that we need. 


O Father, 

Our hearts and our lives, with deep and 
secret delight, 

We render to Thee; 

And forward we press, on our great 
adventure 

Of this day Thou hast given, 

To discover still wider and fairer realms 

Of Thy great love, 

And to labor for Thee. 


TOHN S. HOYLAND 


November the Thirtieth 335 
EAR our prayers, O Lord, and con- 


sider our desires. Give unto us 
true humility, a meek and quiet spirit, 
a loving and a friendly, a holy and a 
useful manner of life; bearing the bur- 
dens of our neighbors, denying our- 
selves, and studying to benefit others, 
and to please Thee in all things. Grant 
us to be righteous in performing prom- 
ses, loving to our relatives, careful of 
our charges; to be gentle and easy to be 
entreated, slow to anger, and readily 
prepared for every good work — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


ey 


LORD, grant all who contend for 
the faith, never to injure it by 
clamor and impatience; but, speaking 
Thy precious truth in love, so to present 
it that it may be loved, and that men 
may see in it Thy goodness and beauty 


— Amen. 
WILLIAM BRIGHT 


336 December the First 


HOU, O Lord, who commandest me 
to ask, grant that I may receive; 
Thou hast put me upon seeking, let me 
be happy in finding; Thou hast bidden 
me knock, I pray Thee open unto me. 
Be graciously pleased to direct and 
govern all my thoughts and actions, 
that, for the future, I may serve Thee, 
and entirely devote myself to obeying 
Thee. Accept me, I beseech Thee, and 
draw me to Thyself, that I may hence- 
forth be Thine by obedience and love, 
who am already all Thine own as Thy 
creature; even Thine, O Lord, who 
livest and reignest for ever and ever — 
Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


ik 


ORD, take my lips and _ speak 

through them; take my mind, and 

think through it; take my heart, and 
set it on fire — Amen. 


W. H. BH. AITKEN 


December the Second 337 


ORD, be with my spirit, and dwell 

in my heart by faith. Oh, make 

me such as [| should be towards Thee, 
and such as Thou mayest take pleasure 
in me. Be with me everywhere and at 
all times, in all events and circumstances 
of my life, to sanctify and sweeten to me 
whatever befalls me; and never leave 
nor forsake me in my present pilgrimage 
here, till Thou hast brought me safe 
through all trials and dangers to be ever 
with Thee, there to live in Thy sight 
and love, world without end — Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 


oy 


THOU that enlightenest every 

man that cometh into the world, 
enlighten our hearts with the brightness 
of Thy grace, that we may ponder and 
love those things that are acceptable 
unto Thee — Amen. 


PRIEST'S PRAYER BOOK 


338 December the Third 
E beseech Thee, O Lord, of Thy 


great goodness to grant unto us 
the heavenly vision; that we may be- 
hold not only the things of sense in their 
turmoil and transience, but also the 
things that endure in their rest and ever- 
lastingness. Grant us the sweet peace 
of the eternal years, and may we ever- 
more rejoice in the duties that bring 
with them a quiet heart; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


ay 


IVE me, O Lord, purity of lips, 

a clean and innocent heart, hu- 
mility, fortitude, patience. Most high, 
eternal and ineffable Wisdom, drive 
away from me the darkness of blindness 
and ignorance; most high and eternal 
Strength, deliver me; most high and 
eternal Light, illuminate me; most 
high and infinite Mercy, have mercy on 
me — Amen, 

GALLICAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 800 


December the Fourth 339 
LMIGHTY Father, full of loving- 


kindness, we are sorely burdened 
with the past sins of our life; forgive us, 
and help us to forgive ourselves, and for 
the time to come of our life here to walk 
in the way that leadeth to Life Eternal. 
Let our desire be, to be the sheep of 
the true Shepherd, so that we may 
come safely into the eternal fold, there 
to abide for evermore — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


ey 


ECEIVE, O Lord, in tranquillity 

and peace, the souls of Thy serv- 
ants, who out of this present life have 
departed unto Thee. Grant them rest, 
and place them in the habitations of 
light, the abode of blessed spirits. Give 
them the life that knoweth not age, good 
things that pass not away, and the de- 
lights that have no end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


LITURGY OF ST. IGNATIUS 


340 December the Fifth 


PEAK, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 

eth. Grant us ears to hear, eyes 

to see, wills to obey, hearts tolove; then 

declare what Thou wilt, reveal what 

Thou wilt, command what Thou wilt, 
demand what Thou wilt — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


ay 


ETERNAL God, make my body 

and soul to be a holy temple, puri- 
fied for the habitation of Thy Holy 
Spirit. Cast out of it, O Lord, all 
worldly affections, all covetous desires ; 
let it be a place of prayer and holy 
meditation ; of pure intentions, and zeal- 
ous desires of pleasing Thee; so that, 
loving Thee above all the world, and 
worshipping Thee continually in hum- 
blest adoration, I may be prepared to 
glorify Thee to all eternity in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (1613-1667) 


December the Sixth 34] 


RANT unto us, Almighty God, 
Thy peace that passeth under- 
standing; that we, amid the storms and 
troubles of this our life, may rest in 
Thee, knowing that all things are in 
Thee, under Thy care, governed by Thy 
will, guarded by Thy love; so that with 
a quiet heart we may see the storms of 
life, the cloud and the thick darkness; 
ever rejoicing to know that the darkness 
and the light are both alike to Thee. 
Guide, guard, and govern us even to the 
end, that none of us may fail to lay hold 
upon the immortal life — Amen. 


GEORGE DAWSON 


ay 


IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord; and by Thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of 
Thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ 
— Amen. . 
GELASIAN, A.D. 492; B. C. P. 


342 December the Seventh 


EHOLD, O Father of mercies, I 
resign myself and all that I have 
unto Thee. I rely upon Thy bounty for 
what Thou judgest fit and needful for 
me. Thy truth and faithfulness is my 
best security; Thy wisdom is my satis- 
faction in all events and accidents; 
Thy power is my support, protection 
and safeguard. Lead me whither Thou 
pleasest; and I will follow Thee with a 
cheerful heart. I refuse nothing which 
comes from Thy hands, O most loving 
Father. I submit to Thy orders, and 
hope that all things shall work together 
for my good. And I trust in Thy grace, 
that I shall always do as I do now, stead- 
fastly adhering thus unto Thee, and 
never suffering anything that befalls me 
to pull me away from this humble faith 
in Thy wise and almighty goodness — 
Amen. 


SIMON PATRICK (1626-1707) 


December the Eighth 343 


LESS and sanctify my soul with 
Thy heavenly blessings, that it may 
become Thy holy habitation, and let 
iothing be found in this temple of Thy 
Divinity, which shall offend the eyes of 
Thy Majesty. According to the great- 
ness of Thy goodness and multitude of 
Thy mercies, look upon me, and hear 
the prayer of Thy poor servant. Pro- 
tect and keep my soul, amidst so many 
dangers of this life, and, by Thy grace 
accompanying me, direct it along the 
way of peace to its home of everlasting 


brightness — Amen. 
THOMAS A KEMPIS 


cy 


GOD, who tellest the number of the 

stars, and callest them all by their 
names; heal, we beseech Thee, the 
contrite in heart, and gather together 
the outcasts, and enrich us with the 
fulness of Thy wisdom; through Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 

SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


344 December the Ninth 
GOD, the Father of Light, from 


whom cometh down every good 
and perfect gift; mercifully look upon 
our frailty and infirmity, and grant us 
such health of body as Thou knowest to 
be needful for us; that both in our 
bodies and souls we may evermore serve 
Thee with all our strength and might; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord —- Amen. 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS, 1560 


ry 


GOD our Father, who dost exhort 

us to pray, and who dost grant 
what we ask, if only, when we ask, we 
live a better life; hear me, who am 
trembling in this darkness, and stretch 
forth Thy hand unto me; hold forth 
Thy light before me; recall me from 
my wanderings; and, Thou being my 
Guide, may I be restored to myself and 
to Thee, through Jesus Christ — Amen. 


ST. AUGUSTINE (354-430) 


December the Tenth 345 
HOLY and loving Father, whose 


mercies are from everlasting to 
everlasting, we thank Thee that Thy 
children can flee for refuge in their 
afflictions to the blessed certainty of 
Thy love. From every grief that bur- 
dens our spirits, from the sense of soli- 
tude and loss, from the doubt and faint- 
ing of the soul in its trouble, we turn to 
Thee. Thou knowest our frame, Thou 
rememberest that we are dust. Be 
Thou our Strength and Deliverer; in 
our great need be Thou our Helper; 
pour Thy consolations into our hearts, 
and let the gospel of Thy beloved Son 
minister comfort and peace to our souls 


— Amen. 
HENRY W. FOOTE 


] 
) EAR us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 


and in our tribulations pity us; 
grant unto us spiritual gladness, and 
give us everlasting peace ; through Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 
SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


346 December the Eleventh 
ALMIGHTY God, from whom 


every good prayer cometh; and 
who pourest out on all who desire it 
the spirit of grace and supplication ; 
deliver us, when we draw nigh to Thee, 
from coldness of heart and wanderings 
of mind, that with steadfast thoughts 
and kindled affections we may worship 
Thee in spirit and in truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


WILLIAM BRIGHT 


i 
LMIGHTY God, who changest 


not amid the strifes of the world, 
grant us Thy peace; in all its change- 
fulness be Thou our stay; deliver us 
from its vanities, and enable us to find 
our chief good in Thee. Let all bit- 
terness, and wrath, and evil-speaking 
be put away from us; may we be 
kind-hearted, and learn to forgive one 
another, even as Thou hast forgiven us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord —- Amen. 


WILLIAM ANGUS KNIGHT 


December the Twelfth 347 


OW shall we pray Thee, 
O Lord of our life, 
For those that are dearer to us than our 


life P 


How but in laying their souls in Thy 
hand, 

As a child his most treasured possession 

In the hands of his mother, to show her 
his love ? 


Thus we bring Thee to-day these souls 
that we love, 

And we render them gladly to Thee, 

The best gift that we have. 


And we pray Thee the while, with the 
trust of a child, 

Take them and hold them Thyself; 

Keeping them ever next to Thy heart, 


JOHN S. HOYLAND 


348 December the Thirteenth 


LORD, by all Thy dealings with 

us, whether of joy or pain, of light 
or darkness, let us be brought to Thee. 
Let us value no treatment of Thy grace 
simply because it makes us happy or 
because it makes us sad, because it gives 
us or denies us what we want; but may 
all that Thou sendest us bring us to 
Thee, that knowing Thy perfectness we 
may be sure in every disappointment 
that Thou art still loving us, and in 
every darkness that Thou art still en- 
lightening us, and in every enforced 
idleness that Thou art still using us; 
yea, in every death that Thou art giving 
us life, as in His death Thou didst give 
life to Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
— Amen. 


PHILLIPS BROOKS 


December the Fourteenth 349 


LESS us to-day, O Father, with the 
realization of Thy presence. As 
we meet in humble paths of service, 
grant us that consciousness of Thy 
challenge to each of our lives which shall 
redeem any labor from seeming trivial, 
and so change for us the tragedy and 
chaos of the world without Thee into a 
prolonged field of honor. 

Grant us, we pray Thee, to taste in 
these homeliest activities the joy of 
being the very knights of God. Give 
to us now and always that glorious 
vision of Thy fellowship which shall 
strengthen our courage, and transform 
our halting faith into Christ’s certainty 
of the meaning of life. 

Through the same Jesus Christ our 
Cord ““Amien: 


WILFRED T. GRENFELL 


350 December the Fifteenth 
LORD my God, be not Thou far 


from me; my God, have regard 
to help me; for there have risen up 
against me sundry thoughts, and great 
fears, afflicting my soul. How shall I 
pass through unhurt? how shall I break 
them to pieces? This is my hope, my 
one only consolation, to flee unto Thee 
in every tribulation, to trust in Thee, 
to call upon Thee from my inmost 
heart, and to wait patiently for Thy 
consolation — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


st 


LMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
the Comfort of the sad, the 
Strength of sufferers, let the prayers of 
those that cry out of any tribulation 
come unto Thee; that all may rejoice 
to find that Thy mercy is present with 
them in their afflictions; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN, A.D. 492 


December the Sixteenth - 35] 


LMIGHTY Lord our God, direct 

our steps into the way of peace, 

and strengthen our hearts to obey Thy 
commands; may the Day-spring visit 
us from on high, and give light to those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow 
of death; that they may adore Thee for 
Thy mercy, follow Thee for Thy truth, 
desire Thee for Thy sweetness, who art 


the blessed Lord God of Israel — Amen. 


ANCIENT COLLECT 


ay 


GOD of patience and consolation, 

give us such good-will, we beseech 
Thee, that with free hearts we may love 
and serve Thee and our brethren; and, 
having thus. the mind of Christ, may be- 
gin heaven on earth, and exercise our- 
selves therein till that day when heaven 
where love abideth shall seem no strange 
habitation to us. For Jesus Christ’s 
sake — Amen. 

CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


352 December the Seventeenth 


LMIGHTY and merciful God, who 
art the Strength of the weak, the 
Refreshmé@nt of the weary, the Comfort 
of the sad, the Help of the tempted, the 
Life of the dying, the God of patience 
and of all consolation; Thou knowest 
full well the inner weakness of our 
nature, how we tremble and quiver 
before pain, and cannot bear the cross 
without Thy Divine help and support. 
Help me, then, O eternal and pitying 
God, help me to possess my soul in 
patience, to maintain unshaken hope in 
Thee, to keep that childlike trust which 
feels a Father’s heart hidden beneath 
the cross; so shall I be strengthened 
with power according to Thy glorious 
might, in all patience and long-suffering ; 
I shall be enabled to endure pain and 
temptation, and, in the very depth of 
my suffering, to praise Thee with a joy- 
ful heart — Amen. 


JOHANN HABERMANN (1516-1590) 


December the Eighteenth 353. 
TERNAL Light, before whom all 


darkness is light, and, in compari- 
son with whom, every other light is but 
darkness, may it please Thee to send 
forth Thy light and Thy truth, that 
they may lead us. Purify, we pray 
Thee, our souls from all impure imagi- 
nations, that Thy most beautiful and 
holy image may be again renewed within 
us, and, by contemplating Thy glorious 
perfections, we may feel daily improved 
within us that Divine similitude the 
perfection whereof we hope will at last 
make us forever happy in that full and 
beatific vision we aspire after. Till this 
most blessed day break, and the shadows 
fly away, let Thy Spirit be continually 
with us, and may we feel the powerful 
effects of Thy divine grace constantly 
directing and supporting our steps; 
that all our endeavors, throughout the 
whole remaining part of our lives, may 
serve to promote the honor of Thy 
blessed name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord — Amen. 


ROBERT LEIGHTON (1611-1684) 


354 December the Nineteenth 
BLESSED Lord, who hast com- 


manded us to love one another, 
grant us grace that, having received 
Thine undeserved bounty, we may love 
every one in Thee and for Thee. We 
implore Thy clemency for all; but 
especially for the friends whom Thy love 
has given to us. Love Thou them, O 
Thou Fountain of love,and make them to 
love Thee with all their heart, that they 
may will, and speak, and do those things 
only which are pleasing to Thee — 
Amen. 

ST. ANSELM (1033-II09) 


sy 


LORD, who hast taught us that 

all our doings without charity are 
nothing worth, send Thy Holy Ghost, 
and pour into our hearts that most excel- 
lent gift of charity, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues, without which 
whosoever liveth is counted dead before 
Thee. Grant this for Thine only Son 
Jesus Christ’s sake — Amen. 


BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, A.D. 1549 


December the Twentieth 355 
ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst 


order the unruly wills and affections 
of sinful men, grant unto Thy people, 
that they may love the thing which 
Thou commandest, and desire that which 
Thou dost promise; that so, among the 
sundry and manifold changes of the 
world, our hearts may surely there be 
fixed, where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 492; 
ALTERED IN 1662; B.C. P. 


ks 


LESS us, O Lord, with Thy heavenly 

benediction; so that, rejoicing in 

Thy strength, and trusting in Thy loving- 

kindness, we may obtain a blessed im- 
mortality — Amen. 


SARUM BREVIARY, A.D. 1085 


356 December the Twenty-firs 


E Thou favorable unto me, merci- 

ful, sweet and gracious Lord, and 
grant to me, Thy poor, needy creature, 
sometimes at least to feel if it be but a 
small portion of Thy hearty affectionate 
love; that my faith may become more 
strong, my hope in Thy goodness may 
be increased, and that love, once kindled 
within me, may never fail — Amen. 


THOMAS A KEMPIS 


oy 


LORD Jesus Christ, who art the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life, we 
pray Thee suffer us not to stray from 
Thee, who art the Way, nor to distrust 
Thee, who art the Truth, nor to rest in 
any other thing than Thee, who art the 
Life. Teach us by Thy Holy Spirit what 
to believe, what to do, and wherein to 
take our rest. For Thine own name’s 
sake we ask it — Amen. 


DESIDERIUS ERASMUS 


December the Twenty-second 357 


S Thou makest the outgoings of 
the morning and evening to re- 
joice, so lift up the light of Thy counte- 
nance upon us, and make us glad with 
the tokens of Thy love. Be Thou with 
us, O Lord, and let Thy grace follow us 
this day, and all the days of our life. 
Be Thou our Guide unto death, in death 
our Comfort, and, after death, our 
Portion and Happiness everlasting — 
Amen. 


BENJAMIN JENKS (1646-1724) 
i 


GOD, who art the Author of peace 

and Lover of concord, in knowl- 
edge of whom standeth our eternal life, 
whose service is perfect freedom; defend 
us Thy humble servants in all assaults of 
our enemies, that we, surely trusting in’ 
Thy defence, may not fear the power of 
any adversaries, through the might of 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 

GELASIAN SACRAMENTARY, A.D. 4943 
Bt 


358 December the Twenty-third 


LMIGHTY God, Giver of all good, 
who hast given, above all Thy 
gifts, the crowning mercy that we are 
called in Christ Jesus to know and love 
and serve Thee, we would bring Thee 
thanks and praises for the Divine Light 
which reveals the heart of grace in Thy 
leading of souls and peoples. Help us 
to rise to a fit gratitude for the over- 
running blessings which Thou givest 
ever, even to the darkest lot and life, — 
the temporal felicities, the Divine com- 
forts, the eternal hopes. That all things 
are of Thy mercy, by Thy mercy, and in 
Thy mercy, we thank Thee. Make us 
to sing Thy song in the light, and in the 
night to touch Thy hand and be at peace. 
Grant, we pray, with all other blessings, 
Thy best gift, thankful and trustful 
hearts, that Thou mayest be our Lord 
and King for evermore — Amen. 


HENRY W. FOOTE 


December the Twenty-fourth 359 


LMIGHTY God, we give Thee 
thanks for the mighty yearning 
of the human heart for the coming of a 
Saviour, and the constant promise of 
Thy Word that He was to come. In 
our own souls we repeat the humble 
sighs and panting aspirations of ancient 
men and ages, and own that our souls are 
in darkness and infirmity without faith © 
in Him who comes to bring God to man 
and man to God. We bless Thee for the 
tribute that we can pay to Him from our 
very sense of need and dependence, 
and that our own hearts can so answer, 
from their wilderness, the cry, ‘‘ Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord.” In us the 
rough places are to be made smooth, the 
crooked straight, the mountains of pride 
brought low, and the valleys of de- 
spondency lifted up. O God, prepare 
Thou the way in us now, and may we 
welcome anew Thy Holy Child. 
Hosanna! blessed be he who cometh in 
the name of the Lord — Amen. 


SAMUEL OSGOOD, 1862 


360 December the Twenty-fifth 


BLESSED Lord Jesus, give us 

thankful hearts to-day for Thee, 
our choicest gift, our dearest guest. Let 
not our souls be busy inns that have no 
room for Thee and Thine, but quiet 
homes of prayer and praise where Thou 
mayest find fit company, where the 
needful cares of life are wisely ordered 
and put away, and wide, sweet spaces 
kept for Thee, where holy thoughts pass 
up and down, and fervent longings watch 
for and wait Thy coming. 

So, when Thou comest again, O 
Blessed One, mayest Thou find all things 
ready, and Thy servants waiting for no 
new master, but for one long loved and 
known. Even so, come, Lord Jesus — 
Amen. 


A BOOK OF SIMPLE PRAYERS 


December the Twenty-sixth 30) 


MERCIFUL and gracious Lord, 

lift up our hearts to that world 
which is the soul’s true home, and grant 
that with the loosing of these earthly 
ties we may care more for the things of 
eternal life; so that, when our call shall 
come, we may leave this world in peace, 
having been faithful over that which 
Thou has appointed us, and being ready 
to enter into the company of the blessed, 
and to share the eternal joys of Thy 
Kingdom above, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — Amen. 

NEW CHURCH BOOK OF WORSHIP 


i 


E bless Thy holy name for all 

Thy servants departed this life 
in Thy faith and fear; beseeching Thee 
to give us grace so to follow their good 
examples, that with them we may be 
partakers of Thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake, our only Mediator and Advocate 
—— Amen, 

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 


362 December the Twenty-seventh 
RANT unto us, O Lord God, that 


we may love one another un- 
feignedly; for where love is, there art 
Thou; and he that loveth his brother is 
born of Thee, and dwelleth in Thee, and 
Thou in him. And where brethren do 
glorify Thee with one accord, there dost 
Thou pour out Thy blessing upon them. 
Love us, therefore, O Lord, and shed 
Thy love into our hearts, that we may 
love Thee, and our brethren in Thee and 
for Thee, as all children to Thee, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord — Amen. 


BOOK OF CHRISTIAN PRAYERS, 1578 


a 


LORD, move us by Thine ex- 

ample to show kindness and do 
good. Grant us such patience and for- 
bearance with all sufferers, gracious or 
ungracious, grateful or ungrateful, that 
in our stumbling walk and scant meas- 
ure they may yet discern a vestige of 
Thee, and give Thee the glory — Amen. 


CHRISTINA G. ROSSETTI 


December the Twenty-eighth 363 
LORD, we acknowledge Thy 


dominion over us; our life, our 
death, our soul and body, all belong to 
Thee. Oh, grant that we may willingly 
consecrate them all to Thee, and use 
them in Thy service. Let us walk be- 
fore Thee in childlike simplicity, stead- 
fast in prayer: looking ever unto Thee, 
that whatsoever we do or abstain from 
we may in all things follow the least 
indications of Thy will. Become Lord 
of our hearts and spirits; that the whole 
inner man may be brought under Thy 
rule, and that Thy life of love and right- 
eousness may pervade all our thoughts 
and energies and the very ground of our 
souls; that we may be wholly filled with 
it. Come, O Lord and King, enter into 
our hearts, and live and reign there for 
ever and ever. O faithful Lord, teach 
us to trust Thee for life and death, and 
to take Thee for our All in All — Amen. 


GERHARD TERSTEEGEN, 1731 


364 December the Twenty-ninth 
H, God! behold my grief and care. 


Fain would I serve Thee with a 
glad and cheerful countenance, but I 
cannot do it. However much I fight 
and struggle against my sadness, I am 
too weak for this sore conflict. Help 
me in my weakness, O Thou mighty 
God! and give me Thy Holy Spirit to 
refresh and comfort me in my sorrow. 
Amid all my fears and griefs I yet know 
that I am Thine in life and death, and 
that nothing can really part me from 
Thee; neither things present, nor things 
to come, neither trial, nor fear, nor pain. 
And therefore, O Lord, I will still trust 
in Thy grace. Thou wilt not send me 
away unheard. Sooner or later Thou 
wilt lift this burden from my heart, and 
put a new song in my lips; and I will 
praise Thy goodness, and thank and 
serve Thee here and for evermore — 
Amen. 


8. SCHERETZ (1584-1639) 


December the Thirtieth 365 
EAVENLY and eternal Father, 


Source of all being, from whom I 
spring, unto whom [I shall return, — 
Thine I shall ever be. Thou wilt call 
me unto Thyself when my hour comes. 
Blessed shall I then be if I can say, 
“T have fought a good fight.” I fear 
not death, O Father of life; for death is 
not eternal sleep; it is the transition to 
a new life, a moment of glorious trans- 
formation, an ascension towards Thee. 
How could that be an evil that cometh 
from Thy hand, when Thou art the All- 
good! Lord of life and death, I am in 
Thy hand; do'unto me as Thou deem- 
est fit; for what Thou dost is well done. 
When Thou didst call me from nothing 
into life, Thou didst will my happiness ; 
when Thou callest me away from life, 
will my happiness be less Thy care? 
No, no, Thou art love, and whosoever 
dwells in love dwells in Thee, O Lord, 
and Thou in him — Amen. 


HEINRICH ZSCHOKKE (1771-1848) 


366 December the Thirty-first 


OST gracious God, who hast been 
infinitely merciful to us, not only 
in the year past, but through all the 
years of our life, be pleased to accept our 
most unfeigned thanks for Thine in- 
numerable blessings to us; graciously 
pardoning the manifold sins and infir- 
mities of our life past, and bountifully 
bestowing upon us all those graces and 
virtues which may render us acceptable 
to Thee. And, every year which Thou 
shalt be pleased to add to our lives, add 
also, we humbly implore Thee, more 
strength to our faith, more ardor to our 
love, and a greater perfection to our 
obedience; and grant that, in a humble 
sincerity and constant perseverance, we 
may serve Thee most faithfully the re- 
mainder of our lives, for Jesus Christ’s 
sake — Amen. 


CHARLES HOW (1661-1745) 
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